
Guide to Waste 
and Recycling 
in Southern 
Tasmania.

Supported by your local council:

All the resources you 
need to be a good sort 
and look after Tassie.
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Recycle Rewards allows 
anyone to earn 10c refunds for 
certain beverage containers.

This statewide scheme is 
separate from your usual 
comingled recycling.

ReThink Waste Tasmania helps 
Tasmanians look after our 
state. We advocate for better 
waste behaviours that help us 
all Avoid, Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle for a brighter future.

Scan to find a collection point, or visit  
recyclerewards.com.au/where-to-return/

Scan to find out more or visit  
rethinkwaste.com.au

Scan to find out more or 
search ReThink Waste 
A-Z Waste Guide

A-Z guide to  
  recycling and waste 

To find out more please visit 
www.rethinkwaste.com.au *Please note that FOGO/Green Bin is not available in all areas in Tasmania.  

Please refer to our website to see collection areas.

A Aerosol cans (empty) R 

Aluminium cans R 

Aluminium foil (scrunched in a ball) R 

Animal poo W 

Batteries (AA, AAA, button etc) S T C

B Books D 

Building materials T 

Butter tubs/margarine tubs (cleaned) R 

C Cans (aluminium & steel) R 

Car/auto parts T 

Car batteries T 

Cardboard R T

Carpet/carpet underlay T 

Cartons (milk & juice etc.) W 

Chemicals C 

Cigarette butts W 

Clothing (good condition) D 

Clothing (damaged) W 

Coat hangers W D 

Computer parts T 

Concrete T 

Cooking oil T 

Crockery (broken) W 

Crockery (intact) D 

Cutlery (metal) D T

Certified compostable cups, cutlery,  

plates, bags & nappies 
W 

D Drink leftovers (coffee grounds & tea leaves) G 

E Electrical appliances T 

Envelopes (including windows) R 

E-waste (incl. TVs, computers & accessories) S T

Egg cartons R 

Egg shells G 

F Flares T 

Fluorescent bulbs and tubes T C

Food scraps/waste G 

Furniture (good condition) D 

G Glass - broken R 

Glass bottles & jars T R

Garden waste G T

Garden hose W 

Gas bottles T 

J Jar lids (metal /plastic - 8cm across or larger) R 

Juice bottles (plastic & glass) R 

Junk mail R 

L Lawn Clippings G T

M Magazines R 

Meat and bones G 

Milk bottles (plastic & glass) R 

Mobile phones S T C

Motor oil T 

N Newspapers R 

P Paint tins (empty) T 

Paint tins (full or partially full) T C

Paper R 

Paper towel G 

Pencil Shavings G 

Pet food tins (empty) R 

Pizza boxes G 

Plastic plant pots W 

Plastic bags W 

Plastic bottles R 

Plastic containers (e.g. food storage, yoghurt) R 

Plastic strapping W 

Polystyrene/styrofoam W C

Printer/toner cartridges C 

S Saucepans (good condition) D 

Scrap metal T 

Smoke alarms - batteries removed W 

Soft drink bottles and cans R 

Soft plastics W 

Shoes (good condition) D 

Shoes (damaged) W 

Steel cans R 

Steel (other than tins/cans) T 

Syringes C 

T Tea / coffee bags W 

Tissues G 

Toys (good condition) D 

Tyres T 

W Waxed cardboard W 

C  Contact Council   D   Donation/Charity   W  Garbage bin     

R   Recycling bin    F   FOGO/Green Bin*  S   Local supermarket   T   Transfer Station  

A-Z guide  
to recycling  
and waste 

Scan to find a your 
local waste transfer 
station, or search  
for Huon Valley 
Council Waste 
Transfer Stations.

In 2022, the Tasmanian  
Government introduced a levy on 
waste to landfill. The rate of this  
levy increased in 2024, and is set  
to increase again in 2026.
This is an extra cost on landfill disposal 
statewide, with the money raised reinvested 
by the Tasmanian Government in waste 
reduction and resource recovery.

This levy is designed to discourage 
landfilling and it’s negative effects on 
the environment and our economy while 
supporting reuse, repair, and recycling.

Tasmanian 
Landfill Levy

HUON VALLEY COUNCIL

HUON VALLEY 
COUNCIL
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General Waste

Long life cartons
Foil-lined paperboard cartons

Soft plastic
Plastic bags & packaging

Take-away coffee cups
Consider using a reusable cup

Clothing and textiles
Please donate re-usable clothing

Nappies
These can only be put in landfill

General Waste goes to Landfill.

Batteries in general waste starts fires!

Keep these out of general waste:

Scan to find a battery 
drop off point or visit 
bcycle.com.au

Scan for the home 
composting booklet or  
search Home Composting  
in Hobart Guide

Keep it loose - don’t bag recycling! Organics in landfill release methane.

Recycling

1. Paper
Clean and dry, no paper towels

2. Cardboard
Clean and dry

3. Hard Plastic
Empty and rinsed with lids off

4. Glass
Jars and bottles only, no crockery

5. Steel & Aluminium
Cans and clean foil

Organics

Save money
Turns waste into healthy plants

Reduce your impact
Reduces landfill methane

Generate healthy soils
Builds up good soil
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Benefits of CompostingHEALTHY SOILS = HEALTHY FOOD = HEALTHY PEOPLE

Compost is a natural process where organic matter breaks down to form nutrient-

rich humus, perfect for food production. The great thing about composting is that 

it can happen anywhere, any time. Whether you’re living on a farm or in a high-rise 

apartment (with access to some earth) there’s a solution for you. 

COMPOSTING SEQUESTERS CARBON

By composting, not only are you reducing methane gases from being emitted from 

landfill (as seen on page 3), you’re also mitigating one of the biggest challenges of 

our time - climate change.
How, you ask? Firstly, compost creates humus. Humus consists on long chains of 

carbon atoms that last a long time in the soil.  Secondly, when compost is added to 

soil it becomes healthier with improved soil structure and increased soil biological 

activity. Therefore, the plants growing in it become healthier too and their capacity 

to photosynthesise is increased meaning they’re capturing and sequestering more 

carbon from the air and storing it in the soil 4. 

Universal Ingredients
While there are range of recipes and systems for making compost, they all have 

four universal ingredients in common.

 ª Carbon materials: Dry and brown materials including straw, dead leaves, 

shredded office paper/newspaper with soy-based inks (no glossy paper), 

sawdust and cardboard.
 ª Nitrogen materials: Fresh materials including green grass clippings, food waste, 

some animal manures and seaweed.

 ª Water.
 ª Air.

CARBON TO NITROGEN RATIOS OF COMMON MATERIALS 

Most compost systems require a carbon to nitrogen ratio of 25-30:1 (except worm 

farms). When choosing what to put into your compost system, knowing how strong 

they are in nitrogen or carbon will help you make informed decisions on how much 

to add.  
MATERIAL INPUTS

CARBON – NITROGEN RATIO

Fish guts

10:1
Really high in nitrogen

Chicken poo

10:1

Mixed, fresh food scraps
15:1

Fresh grass clippings
15:1

Fresh cow poo

17:1

Fresh horse poo

27:1

Pea straw

40:1

Wheat straw

50:1

Newspaper

60:1

Cardboard

100:1

Dry sawdust

200:1
Really high in carbon

COMPOST ACTIVATORS
Compost activators are nutrient-dense ingredients that you can add to your 

compost system to ensure that it too is nutrient-rich. Add any of the following 

plant’s leaves in modest amounts to your compost system for improved results.  

 ª Yarrow, comfrey, stinging nettle, plantain and dandelion. You can also add small 

amounts of “rock dust” to remineralise. Rock dust is available from nurseries and 

some quarries, look for a quality product that’s tailored for food production. 

4www.sgaonline.org.au/locking-up-carbon-in-soil/

photosynthesis 
turns carbon 
dioxide in the air to 

carbon in the plants

mature compost containing humus

humus layer stores soil 

carbon for many years
healthy soil grows healthy plants= carbon sequestration

food scraps
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Grow Your Own Food
Once you’ve made your nutrient dense compost, you’re all set to grow some of your food. Add the mature compost directly to existing orchards or vegetable beds to improve soil health. Haven’t got a garden yet? There are many ways to start a vegetable garden, one of them is to build a no-dig garden. 

NO DIG GARDENING
Developed in 19778, the no dig garden is a type of raised garden bed which involves no digging! It can be built directly on the ground or in a raised garden bed which has no contact with the original soil (a great option if your soil’s contaminated or poor quality). Sometimes called lasagne gardening, you’re simply layering different types of carbon and nitrogen materials on top of one another with water in between. Here’s how to make your own. 
 ª Mow your grass short or, set up your raised garden bed in location. If building directly on the ground, have some garden edging already established to outline the bed and hold all the ingredients together. 
 ª Lay a .5cm layer of soaked newspapers (with soy-based ink) or cardboard on the ground, this will slow the grass from growing back. Never use glossy paper as the chemical inks can harm the soil life and make sure there’s no sticky tape on the cardboard you’re using as this won’t break down in the soil.  ª Add a 10cm carbon layer directly on top, this could be straw, aged hay, mixed brown leaves or shredded paper, Lucerne hay is best, but use what you have available.  Water in well after every layer from hereon in.  ª Add a 5cm layer of nitrogen materials on top. This could be cow/horse poo, mature compost or fresh grass clippings.  This is the only layer where you can add mixed food scraps in, as they’re buried deeper they’re less likely to attract rodents and birds. 

 ª Add another 10cm layer of straw or hay or other carbon material.   ª Another 5cm layer of fresh grass clippings, compost, worm castings or manure.  ª Add another 10cm layer of straw or other carbon material.   ª Repeat this process until you have a garden bed approximately 50cm high – it will sink and settle down to around 30cm in height over a week.  ª Finish with a straw layer. Into this layer, make small pockets into the straw and add two handfuls of mature compost. Plant seeds or seedlings directly into these pockets and water them in. 

 8No-Dig Gardening and Leaves of Life, Esther Deans. 
newspaper

lucerne

straw

straw

manure & compost

manure & compost

planting the no-dig bed

1. Dig hole 2. Fill with 
compost

3. Plant up

4. Water in
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Worm Farms

Compost worms eat food scraps, transforming them into the worm castings 

and liquid fertiliser. The two most common compost worms are the red wriggler 

(Lumbicus rubellus) and the tiger worm (Eisenia fetida). Unlike the common 

earthworm, they love a nitrogen-rich environment so you don’t need to add 

regular carbon. Buy compost worms at your local nursery or, ask a friend or local 

community garden if you can take a handful of worms from their existing worm 

farm in exchange for doing some weeding in their garden. 

SETTING UP YOUR WORM FARM 

Regardless of what type of worm farm you’re setting up, they all follow three steps.  

1. Add a layer of bedding to the bottom of the worm farm made from either straw, 

mature compost, shredded paper (with no inks) or coco peat (15cm deep). 

Lightly water it in, this is where worms can initially live and retreat to as needed. 

2. Add your compost worms directly on top, spreading them out across the surface.

3. Add food scraps chopped to the size of a 20-cent coin and cover with a damp 

blanket (a piece of hessian, cardboard or woollen blanket).

That’s it! Continue to slowly add food scraps, increasing the quantities as the worm 

population increases. If your worm farm is raised off the ground, catch the brown 

liquid from the tap with a bucket.  Harvest mature worm castings by removing the 

castings (with worms) onto a tarpaulin on the ground. Compost worms hate the sun 

so will wriggle into the centre of the pile. Wait 10 minutes and then gently remove 

the outer layer of the pile which will now be mainly empty of worms. Repeat this 

process until you have a small pile of mostly worms left in the middle. Return these 

to your worm farm and add the worm castings to your garden. 

7 times the available phosphorous

6 times the available nitrogen

3 times the available magnesium

2 times the available carbon

1.5 times the available calcium

When compared to the original 

soil, worm castings (the 

worm’s poo) enhance the soil’s 

health enormously, they have 

approximately:

Did you know that...

rain proof top tray

then grow your own food!

false floor

cover with damp 

cardboard or hessian

food scraps

worm bedding

liquid outlet 
or tapBuilding wasteBatteries Hazardous waste

Keep everything else out of recycling:

ClothingPlastic bags Long life cartons

Scan to learn more 
about recyclables or visit 
rethinkwaste.com.au
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Recycling tip:   If in doubt, leave it out!

NO FOGO COUNCIL VERSION

Learn to compost 
or set up a worm 
farm at home with 
this  free booklet!
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