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The Huon Valley Council seeks funding 
to activate two dynamic new economic 
hubs in the regional centre of Huonville. 
The project includes road upgrades 
and relocation of the Council’s depot 
3km north to activate a new light 
industrial precinct while opening up the 
vacated commercial land for significant 
development in town.

Opportunity 

The town of Huonville is seeing 
significant housing development with 
up to 400 lots under development or 
proposed to be completed by 2028. 
This significant increase in population 
provides a demand and need for 
supporting services and commercial 
opportunities and supporting job 
creation for new residents. The 
opportunity for connectivity within the 
Huonville township to improve health 
and wellbeing and liveability is also 
an important consideration for new 
residents.

Huon Valley Council’s depot currently 
occupies 2.4 hectares in the centre of 
Huonville. The site is long recognised 
as having fantastic potential, and 
relocation of this depot opens the land 
up for significant new commercial 
development, while creating jobs and 
economic growth in the region.

This move would also lead to the 
activation of a 30-lot light industrial 
precinct on the town’s periphery at Glen 
Road. With Council as a foundational 
anchor tenant, the relocated depot 

would provide the developers with 
the economic certainty to invest in the 
long-discussed site and be a catalyst for 
further development. This would also 
provide new business opportunities (e.g. 
a potential freight/logistics hub for the 
South) as well as opportunity for existing 
businesses (such as TasNetworks) to 
move and expand. 

A new Council depot will also provide an 
intergenerational asset to the community 
for delivering services to a growing 
population, incorporating contemporary 
sustainable design standards to improve 
energy and water efficiency, and 
appropriate landscaping.

Removing these industries from the 
town centre will create space for the 
revitalisation of Huonville with a new 
commercial centre – with the private 
sector already interested in developing 
additional retail and commercial outlets 
– to service the current demonstrated 
and future predicted strong population 
growth in the region. 

Redevelopment of the former depot 
land could also open up further Council 
land along the Huon River foreshore 
(between Sale Street and the Esplanade). 
An attractive multipurpose public open 
space area for passive recreation would 
improve liveability, provide some further 
commercial opportunities (such as a 
community market), as well as promote 
health and wellbeing outcomes through 
walking, cycling and waterfront activities.

Proposal outcomes:

• Activation of Glen Road light 
industrial land to create a 
dynamic light industrial hub

• Commercial development 
opportunities (such as a second 
supermarket, conference hotel, 
public open space, etc.) at 
vacated Council depot land

• Upgrade of the Glen Road/
Huon Highway intersection

• Glen Road upgrade

• New efficient Council depot

• Improved town amenity, 
connectivity and service provision 
for locals and visitors alike

• Opening up of future recreation 
space with improved integration 
of the Huon River foreshore

• Employment creation

Project cost

$7.5 million

Funding is sought for the relocation 
of the Council depot to light industrial 
land, including infrastructure upgrades. 
Council is advocating for financial 
support for specific road upgrades, for 
example, the Huon Highway/Glen Road 
intersection and sections of Glen Road.

Activation of Huonville 
Commercial and 
Industrial Precincts
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Funding required

Funding is sought for the following 
aspects of the project:

(a) Infrastructure works:

• While the project will redirect 
some commercial vehicles from 
an increasingly busy town centre, 
it will also generate additional 
heavy vehicle use to the north, 
so the following upgrades will 
be required to ensure safety:

 − Upgrade of Glen Road/Huon 
Highway junction. This work 
will require State Government 
involvement and include:

–  Provision of improved 
turning lanes for vehicles 
to access/exit the Huon 
Highway from Glen Road

– Provision of public lighting 

 − Upgrade of Glen Road to 
connect light industrial land 
to the Huon Highway. 

• Internal road connection and services 
to facilitate new commercial precinct

(b) Establishment of a new 
depot at Glen Road

(c) Decommissioning of the existing 
depot and site rehabilitation works 
to create vacant commercial land

(d) Consultancy services for: 

• Provision of design and specifications 
for the establishment of the new 
depot, decommissioning the existing 
depot and related infrastructure works

• Obtaining regulatory 
approvals for the works

Benefits

The light industrial park and the new 
commercial precinct are strategically 
important for the Huon Valley and 
wider region, to support and enable its 
continued economic and population 
growth.

SGS Economics and Planning were 
commissioned to undertake a cost-
benefit analysis and economic impact 
assessment of the project (incorporating 
both sites). This calculated a benefit-cost 
ratio (BCR) of 5.98 at a net present value 
(NPV) of $21.19 million, with initial total 
capital works and road upgrade costs 
totalling approx. $4.258 million. 

The economic impact assessment 
divided the economic stimulus (or direct 
impact) of the project into three stages. 
Using input-output (I-O) modelling, the 
following potential economic impacts 
were identified:

• Initial construction phase 
(construction of new depot and 
road linkages) costing $4.9 million 
over a two-year period employing 
a total of direct and indirect 18.8 
full-time equivalent jobs (FTEs).

• Subsequent construction (via 
induced development at retail 
and industrial precinct) will lead 
to private sector investment of 
$27.65 million by 2038 to construct 
1,045m2 retail and 5,000m2 industrial 
floor space. In addition, linkages to 
construction activity will generate 
flow-on effects in other industries. 

• Ongoing new retail and industrial 
trade direct economic output 
was projected at 2023 to create 
$1.91 million and 10.5 FTEs, 
growing by 2038 to a total direct 
economic output/income of 
$8.87 million and 48.7 FTEs. 

SGS concluded that the project and its 
future economic activity will lead to a 
net increase of 60–70 jobs (FTEs) by 2030 
in the Huon Valley Council area. It is also 
worth considering the importance of the 
occupational nature of these jobs and the 
number of entry-level roles created in an 
area of traditionally high levels of youth 
unemployment and limited local job 
opportunities. 

Activation of the light industrial park 
will provide an appropriately zoned 
area for light industry and commercial 
opportunities to develop without land 
use conflict making this area an attractive 
place for business to invest.

While improving town amenity 
and consumer choice for a growing 
population, the new commercial precinct 
will be appealing to new businesses and 
will also redirect expenditure ‘leakage’ 
outside the municipal area to increased 
local retail activity, flowing naturally 
on to increased employment. This was 
estimated at $47.44 million in 2020 alone.



Project status

Huon Valley Council engaged SGS 
Economics and Planning to conduct 
a cost-benefit analysis and economic 
impact assessment on the depot 
relocation and activation of the light 
industrial park. Delivered in November 
2019, the report explores development 
opportunities that the relocation would 
unlock for both sites, and how the 
new commercial and light industrial 
precinct would generate economic and 
community development in the Huon 
Valley.

In May 2020 the development 
application was lodged by the owners, 
Hazel Brothers, for the subdivision of a 
30-lot light industrial park.

About the project

The project’s relocation of the Council’s 
depot and development of land for light 
industry is consistent with the:

• Huon Valley Council Strategic 
Plan 2015–2025

• Huon Valley Council Economic 
Development Strategy 2015–2025

• Huonville Ranelagh Master Plan 2019

• Huon Valley Recreation Plan 2020

• Huon Valley Land Use and 
Development Strategy

• Huon Valley Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy

• Southern Tasmania Regional 
Land Use Strategy

• Southern Tasmania Industrial 
Land Strategy (2011 SGS report 
and 2013 SGS report)

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state, 
due to migration, with an estimated 
population of 17,219 people, having 
increased from 16,563 people since 2016. 

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Projects Officer 
Economic Development  
(Legal & Governance Services)

Huon Valley Council 
Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box 210, Huonville TAS 7109
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The town of Cygnet has been 
experiencing high demand for housing 
over recent years due to the popularity 
of the town for families and smaller 
households (including retirement).

According to an SGS Economics and 
Planning Report commissioned by the 
Huon Valley Council in 2020, the Cygnet 
Residential Demand and Supply Analysis, 
it is estimated that there will be demand 
for another 524 dwellings in the Cygnet 
Area from 2020 to 2036.

The population of Cygnet is expected 
to increase from approximately 4,500 in 
2021 to 5,350 in 2036. 

The growth to date has had significant 
impact upon the function of Mary Street, 
Cygnet which is the only thoroughfare 
through the township, particularly 
impacting upon the business area of 
the town. With population growth there 
is also demand for connecting walking 
trails between residential areas, the town 
centre and recreational facilities as well 
as for the health and wellbeing of the 
community.

Mary Street is relatively narrow and  
traffic congestion within that area can  
be significant. There are limited parking 
opportunities and it is not safe for 
pedestrians to cross the busy street. 
Being the only thoroughfare through 
the town, there is an inability to hold 
township events, including the Cygnet 
Folk Festival which is held on an annual 
basis and attracts significant patronage. 
ANZAC Day marches cannot occur 
without significant disruption to traffic 
flow to and through the town.

Mary Street is considered to be at design 
capacity and, with the projected increase 
in population, will exceed its capacity in 
the very near future.

In 2010, following structured 
consultation with, and feedback from, 
the Cygnet community, the Council 
approved the Cygnet Township Plan, 
September 2010 (the Town Plan).

The issue was identified within the Town 
Plan that:

• “the Mary Street carriageway is 
reasonably narrow, particularly 
for heavy vehicles to pass one 
another, this is exacerbated by 
road side parking provisions; 

In response, the plan identifies 
realignment of the rear access road 
reserve on the eastern side of Mary Street 
with the view to having access adjacent 
to the BP service station. This includes 
recommendations for enhancement of 
the new road with landscaping, furniture 

and public art, and opportunities to 
consider environmental design to 
support drainage.

In addition the Town Plan identifies 
opportunities for walking trails to provide 
connectivity throughout the town:

“…potential for the development of a 
shared trail within the road reserve and 
in the longer term a trail link to Agnes 
Rivulet and circuit along the rivulet 
(Council currently owns a section on the 
southern part of Agnes Rivulet);”

Council constructed the first part of the 
road and car park behind the Cygnet 
Town Hall in 2014 and has been seeking 
to secure land for the road corridor and 
continues that process. The projected 
population growth for Cygnet now 
makes this project urgent. These works 
would also facilitate the walking trail 
network proposed in the Town Plan.

Cygnet Township Plan
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Opportunity 

Sympathetic design of the road will allow 
for appropriate landscaping, additional 
car parking and a walkway connection 
through the Town to Garthfield Avenue 
and the Recreation Area and through 
to Charlton Street, Burtons Reserve and 
beyond.

Construction of the road also provides 
development opportunities for the 
Cygnet town centre, allowing for the 
opening up of land zoned “Local Business” 
under the Huon Valley Interim Planning 
Scheme 2015 by providing road frontage 
to this zone.

This will allow for development to occur 
on both sides of the road, with infill 
development at the rear to the shops and 
businesses currently fronting Mary Street, 
and to the eastern side of the road in 
greenfield development opportunities.

The project also brings with it further 
opportunities associated with walkway 
connectivity throughout the town and for 
rehabilitation of the Agnes Creek riparian 
zone also identified within the Town Plan.

Project cost

$5 million

Agnes Rivulet Walking Track  
and Riparian Reserve

M
ary Street

M
ary Street



Benefits

This project will allow for future expansion 
of the town centre and will provide 
opportunities for more retail outlets to 
expand into a new street. This will provide 
significant benefit to the town through 
job creation and opportunities for local 
residents.

This project will reduce congestion on the 
current State road that passes through 
the town of Cygnet and will cater for the 
increased population that will be moving 
into Cygnet.

Providing an alternative route through 
Cygnet will relieve congestion on a day-
to-day basis and will also allow for the 
few opportunities to close Mary Street 
for special events. These include the 
Cygnet Folk Festival, which is a significant 
contributor to the economy of the town 
and can be undertaken in safety without 
through traffic, and special occasions such 
as the ANZAC Day march which is currently 
restricted due to the inability to close the 
road due to lack of alternative options.

Project status

This project has not yet started. There has 
been some preliminary work completed 
on this project where a town plan was 
completed in 2010. Design features 
will be considered through community 
engagement.

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-rural 
community located 30 minutes south 
of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. It is 
Australia’s southernmost local government 
area and one of the fastest-growing 
municipal areas in the state, due to 
migration, with an estimated population 
of 17,219 people, having increased from 
16,563 people since 2016. 

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-growing 
household type. Aboriginal people make 
up about 9.2% of the population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning between 
$500–$999 per week (38.7%). A further 
32.8% of local workers earn over $1,000 
per week, with the majority of those 
earning between $1,000–$1,249 per 
week. Major industries include agriculture, 
forestry and fishing/aquaculture, which 
together generated 1,575 local jobs in 
2019/20, followed by manufacturing (487), 
health care and social assistance (457), 
retail trade (407), education and training 
(404), and accommodation and food 
services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index of 
Disadvantage for the state. Ranking higher 
than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the Huon 
Valley population experiences a lower level 
of disadvantage than the state as a whole.

Contact details

Director Infrastructure Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109
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The Esperence Multipurpose Health 
Centre located in Dover consists of 
Huon Regional Care, which operates a 
residential aged care service, and the 
Dover Medical Centre. 

The Dover Medical Centre and Huon 
Regional Care aged care service are the 
southernmost service providers of their 
kind in Australia and are the only services 
in the rural township. 

Funding is required to expand the 
services provided at the Esperance 
Multipurpose Health Centre to address 
the current lack of space for the Medical 
Centre and the provision of additional 
aged care service to ensure the delivery 
of services that meet the needs of the 
local community.

Need for medical 
services in the Far South

Located within the Esperance Multi-
Purpose Health Centre, the Dover Medical 
Centre is owned and operated by Council 
and sits adjacent to the Dover Retirement 
Village, an early learning and care centre, 
and other community buildings at 17 
Chapman Avenue, Dover.

The proposed development will 
provide adequate and suitable space 
to secure essential General Practitioner 
(GP) and nursing services for Dover 
and surrounding areas while also 
providing space for additional GPs and 
allied health professionals to deliver 
an extended range of health services, 
health promotion, and preventative 
health activities required now 
and into the future.

The current limited amount of space 
reduces the centre’s capacity to 
accommodate the numerous medical 
student and clinical placements that are 
available from the University of Tasmania. 
General Practice Training Tasmania is 
the regional training organisation in 
Tasmania for Australian General Practice 
Training (AGPT) and although the centre 
is accredited to supervise Registrars, 
unfortunately due to the lack of space the 
practice is limited to offering part-time 
placements only. At present, visiting 
providers share space or use rooms which 
are not set up for clinical use.

This development will complement the 
services already on offer in the local area 
and address the increasing local demand 
for a modern, fit-for-purpose medical 
facility that meets the needs of the 
area in the long term. It will also create 
an opportunity for the employment 
of more locals.

Additional aged 
care services

Huon Regional Care is proud to be able to 
provide quality care to the elderly people 
of the Huon Valley community. Providing 
a palliative care suite and 18 permanent 
care rooms, Huon Regional Care is 
committed to ensuring a high standard 
of accommodation to match its excellent 
reputation in providing care. 

However, there have been no 
refurbishments to the aged care 
facility since 2002. While the facility is 
comfortable, with a homely ambience, it 
is tired and in need of a major facelift. 

Consequently Huon Regional Care is 
currently applying for Commonwealth 
funding to undertake major renovations 
to meet community expectations and 
legislative standards. This will ensure 
that the aged care facility will meet 
contemporary requirements for the 
needs of current and future residents 
of the Huon Valley.

The proposed development consists 
of air conditioning for all existing aged 
care bedrooms, eight new bedrooms 
with ensuites, the construction of a new 
COVID-safe entrance and an isolation 
area if required, as well as multifunctional 
rooms for residential and community 
member’s use.

Project cost

The total project cost is $5,826,000 

The project can be delivered in stages  
as follows.

• Dover Medical Centre 
redevelopment $1,312,000

• Esperance Multipurpose Health Centre 
aged care redevelopment $4,514,000 

Redevelopment of the Esperance 
Multipurpose Health Centre 
including Dover Medical Centre
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Funding required

Co-funding is required to deliver this 
project, which can be delivered as 
follows: 

• Dover Medical Centre development 
– Huon Valley Council has allocated 
funding of $150,000 to this project. 
Co-funding is sought of $1,162,000.

• Esperance Multipurpose Health 
Centre aged care redevelopment  
– Huon Regional Care has allocated 
funding to the project of $500,000.  
Co-funding is sought of $4,014,000.

The project requires a total co-funding 
allocation of $5,176,000 for the 
completion of this project. 

Benefits

The existing lack of infrastructure is 
a barrier in the delivery and future 
expansion of essential primary health, 
aged care and allied health services, and 
negatively impacts the sustainability 
of such services for local community 
members in this rural area.

By increasing the space available, the 
renovated facility will assist in:

• Attracting allied health 
providers such as dieticians 
and exercise physiologists

• Retaining allied health providers such 
as psychology services, podiatry, 
and nurse-led foot care, as well as 
physiotherapy and diabetes educators

• Providing space for services offered 
by the South East Tasmanian 

Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) 

• Provision of aged care that meets 
contemporary requirements 
for the needs of current and 
future residents of the Valley

The redevelopment will consist of:

• Consulting rooms for four general 
practitioners, registers, nurses, 
and allied health specialists 

• Consulting space for medical 
student training

• A dedicated treatment room 
with ambulance bay

• Sufficient space for patients, staff, 
allied health and visiting specialists

• A new all-weather, spacious and 
welcoming entrance area separate 
from the Multi-Purpose Services 
(MPS) Program. This is essential 
to meet COVID-19 requirements 
and any other unexpected events 
requiring separation from the MPS.

• Upgrading of existing bedrooms to 
ensure they all have ensuites and 
individual heating and cooling

• Provision of a small unit of 4–8 
bedrooms which have ensuites 
and which can be totally self-
contained yet connected to the 
main facility. This will have the 
capacity to service the whole of 
the Huon Valley as an isolation unit 
if needed and provide security for 
all who live in the Huon Valley.

• Creation of small multifunctional 
rooms for family gatherings, 
hairdressing services and 
quiet reflective spaces

• Designated area for Lifestyle and 
Leisure office and Facility Manager

• Update of the IT Infrastructure to meet 
modern communication demands 

The Council’s current GPs are experienced 
and have an interest in teaching students 
and supervising registrars, and can see 
the numerous benefits of a purpose-
built facility to strengthen the viability 
of the practice while increasing teaching 
and training opportunities for health 
practitioners, including medical and 
allied health professionals; nurses; 
Aboriginal health practitioners; and 
trainee doctors as a result of the new 
infrastructure.

An expanded Dover Medical Centre 
will improve the health of the local 
community through:

• Retention and recruitment 
of additional GPs

• Provision of a dedicated space and 
expansion of practice nurse hours

• Expanding and attracting allied health 
professionals to the rural community

• Increasing the availability 
and range of local, privately 
insurable health services

• Enable and encourage the training 
of registrars and medical students

Project status

This project is being prepared for 
development approval to ensure it is 
shovel ready by the end of 2021. The 
project can be delivered in stages based 
on funding. 



About the project

The Esperance Multipurpose Health 
Centre is home to 20 aged-care residents 
as well as two rural health beds, a 
palliative care unit and the Dover Medical 
Centre.

The practice owned by the Huon Valley 
Council averages 800 consultations per 
week, providing a 24-hour on call service 
as well as in-home health assessments. 
The centre currently attracts a number of 
allied health practitioners in the areas of 
mental health, child health, community 
nursing and podiatry.

Huon Regional Care is a long-term aged 
care provider committed to providing 
quality care to the rural residents of the 
Huon Valley and Nubeena. It understands 
the community it serves and is very much 
part of the community. 

Huon Regional Care has a proud history 
of strong working relationships with the 
Huon Valley Council, including provision 
of care through the MPS Program and 
operation of residential aged care 
facilities.

The redevelopment of the Esperance 
Multipurpose Health Centre including 
Dover Medical Centre will enable the 
provision of modern fit-for-purpose 
services to the community, now and  
into the future.

About Dover

Dover is one of Tasmania’s most 
southern towns, sitting at the head of 
Esperance Bay, one of the many bays 
off the D’Entrecasteaux Channel, and 
overlooking the small islands of Faith, 
Hope and Charity. It has attractive 
beaches and unspoilt scenery, while 
quaint cottages and English trees give 
the town an old-world charm. Dover is 
the entrance to the famous Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area and 
other popular tourist attractions such as 
Hastings Caves and Thermal Springs, and 
Cockle Creek.

Dover has a population of more than 
850 people with a median age of 54 
and a total of 229 families. The local 
area includes a public school providing 
education from Kinder through to Year 
12, a Child Care Centre as well as a 
bank, pharmacy, library, hardware store, 
supermarket and cafés. There are vibrant 
clubs in the area including football, bowls 
and sailing clubs as well as a book club, 
writers group, museum and more.

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state 
with an estimated population of 17,219 
people, having increased from 16,563 
people since 2016.

The Huon Valley has a median age of  
45 and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Rebecca Stevenson 
Director Community Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109

Esperance Multi-Purpose Centre

Dover  
Medical  
Centre

Chapman Avenue
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The Huon River is a significant asset 
to the Huon Valley, providing a 
spectacular natural setting, opportunity 
for recreation, and a unique sense of 
character and identity of the region.

The Huon Valley Council endorsed a 
Huonville Ranelagh Master Plan (HRMP)
in 2019. A key focus of the master plan 
recommends improved connection with 
the Huon River, expanding the passive 
recreational opportunities and improving 
pedestrian connectivity to the river.

This project aims to prepare a Master Plan 
for the Council-owned land and Crown 
land located between the business 
area of Huonville and the Huon River to 

identify in detail how it can be utilised as 
a key attractor to Huonville. The master 
plan will focus on developing the land as 
a regional open space and recreational 
destination with pedestrian connections 
to the business area of Main Street and 
appropriately scaled and compatible 
commercial activities.

Opportunity 

The Huon Valley is an important primary 
production area for Southern Tasmania. 
Huonville is a key gateway for visitors 
to the Huon Valley and is the main 
activity centre for the region, providing 

important services and functions to the 
local government area and beyond in a 
sub-regional function. Within commuter 
distance to the greater Hobart area, 
its location is one of the key drivers 
for population growth and additional 
economic activity.

The Council owns large tracts of land 
located between the Huon River and 
the town centre of Huonville, which 
provides an opportunity for the creation 
of a regional recreation destination. 
Subject to addressing the inundation 
constraint, this development could also 
include complementary commercial 
opportunities.

Huon River Regional Recreational 
Open Space & Commercial 
Development Master Plan

HUON VALLEY PRIORITY PROJECT
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Project cost

$2 million

Funding required

Funding will enable Council to develop  
a Master Plan for the Huon River regional 
open space area and progress the project 
to Development Application approval 
stage, making it shovel ready for future 
investment.

Design features of the Master Plan will 
be considered through community 
engagement.

Benefits

Developing the area between the 
Huonville central business district 
and the Huon River will help the local 
community and businesses to recover 
from the impacts of the devastating 2019 
bushfires and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Before the bushfires, visitation in 
Huonville between 1 October and 21 
December 2018 was 135,000. Visitation 
dropped to 122,000 for the period 1 
January to 31 March 2019 (during the 
bushfires), lifting to 127,000 between 
1 January and 21 March 2020 (prior to 
COVID-19) following recovery efforts. 

Providing a regional recreation 
destination in Huonville that connects 
to the scenic riverfront will attract more 
visitors to the town and as a result 
provide a boost to the local economy, 
supporting the community to continue 

to recover and build resilience against 
future emergencies. 

Development of a master plan for 
the area will allow Council to fully 
explore and consider all opportunities 
and challenges associated with 
development of a Huon River regional 
open space area and properly scope any 
potential complementary commercial 
opportunities that may present as a 
direct result.

Project status

The Huonville Ranelagh Master Plan  
was endorsed by Council in April 2019.

About the project

There is now significant and somewhat 
unprecedented development pressure 
in the Huon Valley municipal area. It is 
one of the fastest-growing municipal 
areas in Tasmania with an increase in the 
projected population growth rate.

Preparation of a master plan for the 
Council-owned land (C.T. 130935/1) 
and Crown land located between the 
business area of Huonville and the Huon 
River will enable Council to identify in 
detail how the area can be utilised as a 
key attractor to Huonville. The master 
plan should focus on developing the land 
as a regional open space and recreational 
destination with pedestrian connections 
to the business area of Main Street and 
appropriately scaled and compatible 
commercial activities in accordance  
with SD1, SD2 and SD3 of the HRMP.

The HRMP recommends Council-owned 
land located between the business area 
of Huonville and the Huon River is to 
be utilised to create a key attractor to 
Huonville to facilitate economic activity 
beyond its role as a service centre. 
The attraction is not to be a contrived 
endeavour but is to build upon existing 
assets. 

The identified area of Council-owned and 
Crown land adjacent to the Esplanade 
along the Huon River has the locational 
capacity to become a regional open 
space and recreation destination. The 
recreational facilities could include a 
cycling/mountain bike facility, water-
based activities with complementary 
uses such as bike hire, food services, 
events and a market with regional 
produce. The contemporary nature 
playground and recreation facility should 
be of a scale and quality that attracts 
visitation from outside of the Huon Valley.

Local and strategic alignment 

• Huon Valley Council Strategic Plan 

• Huon Valley Township 
Walking Track Study 

• Huon Valley Economic 
Development Strategy 

• Huon Valley Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 

• Huon Valley Recreation Plan 
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State strategic alignment 

• State Government Goal: 
A Healthy Tasmania 

• Tasmanian Government – Jobs and 
Economic Plan (2016 update)

• T21 Tasmanian Visitor 
Economy Strategy

• Tasmanian Visitor 
Engagement Strategy 

• Destination Southern Tasmania 
– Destination Management Plan 
for Southern Tasmania (2014)

• Tasmanian Cycle Tourism Strategy 

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state 
with an estimated population of 17,219 
people, having increased from 16,563 
people since 2016.

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Rebecca Bell 
Manager Recreation Services 
Community Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box 210, Huonville TAS 7109
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Funding is required for the 
redevelopment and expansion of the 
Dover Old School Building located at 
6987 Huon Highway, Dover. 

Situated in Huon Valley’s far south at 
the head of Port Esperance, Dover is a 
beautiful fishing village. The town offers 
excellent views across the bay to the 
islands of Faith, Hope and Charity, with 
the imposing Adamsons Peak in the 
background.

The town has become an important 
fishing port and is home to some of the 
largest Atlantic salmon farms, which 
has also led to a significant growth in 
population and interest in new residents 
to the area. Major employment industries 
include aquaculture and fishing, tourism 
and forestry. 

Dover is a key service centre supporting 
the communities in and around the Far 
South, as well as those visitors making 
the trek to the southernmost point, 
Cockle Creek. The town centre features 
a supermarket, petrol station, post 
office, pharmacy, hardware, bank, online 
access centre, restaurants and takeaway 
shops. Kent Beach is a popular beach 
destination for many locals and is linked 
by a foreshore trail and playground 
facilities.

Opportunity 

The Dover Old School Building is 
currently home to the Dover Online 
Access Centre, Far South Bush Telegraph, 
and Dover Museum and Gallery.

Recent community engagement 
indicated the desire for a community 
hall or centre. Dover is a small coastal 
settlement with a population of 854, and 
a median age of 54. 

According to 2016 ABS Census data, 
completion of Year 12 is the highest level 
of educational achievement for 10.8% of 
the Dover population, in comparison to 
the state average of 12%. A total of 229 
families live in the Dover, and the median 
weekly household income is $855. 

In the year before the Census, 17.3% of 
community members did voluntary work 
through an organisation or a group.

The town does not have a community 
centre. There are small meeting places 
throughout the town that accommodate 
20 to 25 people, but a facility for 
community meetings, celebrations and 
events with a commercial kitchen is 
required.

Project cost

The cost of this proposal is approximately 
$2 million including car park 
improvements.

Dover Community Hall 
– Expansion of the Old 
School Building 
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Proposal specifics

The proposal will consist of:

• Redevelopment and expansion of 
the current Old School Building 
to a larger community hall to 
service the Dover community

• Creating opportunities for functions, 
events and conferences

• Commercial kitchen

• Dedicated areas for the current 
tenants Dover Online Access 
Centre, Far South Bush Telegraph, 
and Dover Museum and Gallery 

• Introduction of an information hub

• Creation of a large gallery space

Project outcomes

• A purpose-built facility to 
meet the needs of the Dover 
community and surrounds

• Generate employment through 
the creation of a community 
hub, community services 
and visitor experiences

• Providing an area that can be used 
for community events, celebrations, 
conferences and meetings

• Dedicated art gallery 
space for exhibitions

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state 
with an estimated population of 17,219 
people, having increased from 16,563 
people since 2016.

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Director Infrastructure Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109
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Huon Valley Council proposes the 
redevelopment of Huon Valley Children’s 
Services to create a purpose-built, 
modern and well-equipped outside 
school hours care (OSHC) facility to meet 
current and growing demand for long 
day care and OSHC programs due to 
population growth in the area.

High need for OSHC

In 2007 Huon Valley Council purchased 
the land at 2 Heron Street, Huonville to:

• Enable the creation of one-way 
traffic flow from Main Street 
Huonville through to Heron Street

• Create staff parking and pickup/
drop-off points for parents

• Utilise the existing shed for use as an 
archival storage in the short term

• In the long term provide 
additional floor space to meet 
the increasing demand for child 
care within the Huon Valley

Opportunity 

The redevelopment of 2 Heron Street, 
Huonville into a purpose-built, modern 
and well-equipped facility will allow for 
the expansion of OSHC as well as the LDC 
program. It will also create individual 
programs to operate after hours, during 
closure periods such as:

• Parenting information sessions 
to build health, education and 
parenting skills to empower 
families in their parenting role

• Allied Health professionals

• Meeting and training rooms

• Community Playgroup sessions

The new building design will:

• Create an indoor learning 
environment for up to 70 children

• Create employment opportunities for 
qualified educators and support staff

• Create two open indoor spaces 
that are connected but divided 
by the exposed structural wall

• Capture and retain characteristics 
of the existing building

• Recognise and incorporate the 
historic use of the property 
as a mechanics workshop

• Redevelop the current long day 
care facility with the refurbishment 
of some bathrooms and expansion 
of the learning environments 
to provide additional child care 
places to the 0–5 years programs

Benefits

Continuation of the growth and viability 
of the OSHC centre is particularly 
important due to the high demand for 
this type of service and the low volume of 
service providers in the area.

The Huon Valley population is continually 
growing with the recent releases of 
new subdivisions in the Huonville area. 
Families require services close to home 
to cut commute times and let people 
live closer to schools and services. 
Communities where people are well-
connected and serviced are terrific places 
to live.

Parents’ work patterns are severely 
affected by the availability of long day 
care. There is clearly a need for OSHC 
in the Huon Valley community. The 
capacity to access OSHC is an important 
determinant of whether parents are able 
to sustain their working commitments 

Redevelopment of 
Huon Valley Children’s 
Services, Huonville

HUON VALLEY PRIORITY PROJECT

Every week  
we provide:

75 families long day care

100+ children long day care

34 families after school care*

58 children after school care*

35 families vacation care** 

50 children vacation care

A weekday Pre-kinder*  
program for 4–5 year olds

14.8 hours  
average care each  
child receives monthly

* during school terms 
** during school holidays



successfully. OSHC shortages can cause 
considerable concern for families in 
regards to job sustainability. Improving 
OSHC availability will provide significant 
benefits to workplaces, the community 
and families themselves.

The refurbishment of the LDC program 
known as The Cottage will ensure 
the service continues to provide high 
quality care. 

Early learning services contribute to 
the healthy and successful lives of 
children. They provide recreational 
learning experiences that promote 
supportive environments where 
children can build independence and 
apply learning in social settings. These 
experiences encourage children to 
interact with friends, learn life skills, 
solve problems, practice social skills, try 
new experiences, and feel happy, safe 
and relaxed.

OSHC services provide care for children 
who are between the ages of 5 and 
12 years. Services are encouraged to 
provide care to children with high 
support needs and disabilities. Services 
can operate before school, after school, 
on student-free days, and in vacation 
care periods. The expansion of OSHC 
will have a flow-on effect and enable 
the creation of 50 places of LDC.

A key objective of the Huon Valley 
Council Strategic Plan 2015–2025 
(formulated on extensive community 
engagement) is Community Wellbeing 
and Liveability. Some of the goals 
of this objective are to ensure that 
people experience a sense of purpose, 

inclusion, recognition, value and 
wellbeing; and that support and 
services are relevant and accessible 
when needed.

A key Characteristic of the Strategic 
Plan is Utilities and Infrastructure that 
Facilitate People to Live, Visit and Invest 
in the Huon Valley, and characteristic 
and trend measures include that 
infrastructure serviceability reflects 
community needs.

Another key Characteristic of the 
Strategic Plan is to achieve a lifelong 
learning culture within the Huon Valley. 
Council has provided the catalyst for 
early learning and care. This has ensured 
young children get access to early 
education, preparing them for school 
and developing social skills. Critically, it 
also allows parents to participate in the 
economy and social networks.

SGS Economics and Planning were 
commissioned to undertake a cost-
benefit analysis and economic impact 
assessment of the project.

The calculated benefit-cost ratio (BCR) 
of $1.21 at net present value (NPR) of 
$2,069,000, with initial capital works 
costs of $1.6 million.

The economic impact assessment 
(EIA) identified the following potential 
economic impacts:

• Initial construction phase costing 
$1.36 million over a two year 
period employing a total of direct 
and indirect 45 FTE, resulting in 
$3.03 million regional income and 
$540,000 in regional value add

• Ongoing operation was projected 
at 2040 to create $7.368 million 
and 4.6 FTEs and with a total 
direct economic output/
income of $19.7 million

Project cost

$1.6 million

Funding required

Council has committed $300,000 to  
this project. Additional funding is 
required to complete the project  
which may be staged.

Project status

Applications for the construction 
approval have been lodged, with the 
project estimated to be shovel ready 
by June 2021.

8Huonville Children’s Services - Outside School Hours Care
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About Huon Valley 
Children’s Services

The Huon Valley Council provides long 
day care and outside school hours care, 
including before and after school care 
and vacation care in Dover, Geeveston 
and Huonville as a significant business 
activity. 

The Council has committed to provide 
child care services across the Valley 
in Dover, Geeveston and Huonville to 
ensure provision of care due to the 
limited options available to meet the 
community’s needs now and into the 
future. The services are not subsidised 
by the ratepayer, instead Huon Valley 
Children’s Services operates as a 
standalone business of Council. 

The Huonville site located at 91–93 Main 
Road, Huonville provides a range of care 
and early learning opportunities which 
include:

• Full-day care and half-day care

• Respite sessions

• Pre-kinder program

• Before school care

• After school care

• Vacation care

The programs cater for children and 
families with high support needs and 
disabilities, working with other services 
and support agencies to provide a 
coordinated level of care. 

In addition to activities offered in the 
centre, regular excursions around the 
Huonville business district are held. 
The Vacation Care Program also offers 
children excursion opportunities 
throughout southern Tasmania.

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state, 
due to migration, with an estimated 
population of 17,219 people, having 
increased from 16,563 people since 2016. 

The Huon Valley has a median age 
of 45 and an average household size 
of 2.36. Making up 31.3% of total 
households, couples without children 
is the most common household type, 
while lone-person households are 
the fastest-growing household type. 
Aboriginal people make up about 9.2% 
of the population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Rebecca Stevenson 
Director Community Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109



The Huonville to Franklin Foreshore 
Shared Pathway was identified as a 
priority at the Huon Valley 2020 Future 
Search Conference conducted in 
December 2007 and it has been a project 
that Council has been working on for 
many years. 

Council proposes to capitalise on the 
beauty of the Huon River and provide 
important public access for people to 
enjoy the spectacular water course. The 
Shared Pathway would commence at 
Coolstore Road in Huonville and follow 
the curve of the riverbank, covering a 
distance of 7.5km through to Franklin, 
entirely contained within the Crown Land 
Foreshore Reserve.

Council has undertaken feasibility 
studies to confirm the technical and 
engineering requirements of the 
pathway. A cost-benefit analysis has 
also been undertaken to verify the vast 
economic and health benefits that would 
result from the project. These detailed 
feasibility studies can be provided.

The Shared Pathway strongly aligns with 
the goals and strategies of both the 
Huon Valley Council and the Tasmanian 
Government, potentially providing 
numerous benefits including improved 
community liveability, public health 
and wellness, and appeal as a tourism 
destination. 

Opportunity 

The Huon Valley has experienced high 
rates of unemployment in recent years 
with the downturn of the forestry 
industry. Bushfires in January 2019 
and the COVID-19 pandemic have also 
heavily impacted the area. This shortage 
of jobs presents a major challenge, with 
a need to create economic activity (and 
employment) to support and enhance 
the quality of life of our residents. 
The completed feasibility studies can 
demonstrate that the Shared Pathway 
will produce increased business 
opportunities and new jobs during the 
initial construction phase and beyond.

Once completed the Shared Pathway 
will accommodate walkers, cyclists and 
kayakers, with provisions for disability 
access on key sections of the route. 

Project cost

$400,000

Funding required

Significant investment would be required 
to construct the entire Huonville to 
Franklin Shared Pathway ($24 million).

Alternatively, Section 1 of the Pathway, 
with a 1.3km length commencing in 
Huonville at the end of Coolstore Road, 
presents a more affordable option and 
a cost of $400,000. These costs include 
relevant development application 
process approvals, studies and reports as 
well as all construction costs. 

Benefits

The Shared Pathway will contribute to 
the social wellbeing of the growing Huon 
Valley population, providing increased 
opportunity and access for all ages and 
abilities. Importantly, the cost-benefit 
analysis shows a benefit-to-cost ratio of 
2.25 when the overall community costs 
are compared to the community benefits. 

Section 1 will run behind the Coolstore 
Road subdivision containing 52 lots. 
The subdivision will attract families who 
will want access to recreational walking 
paths. The 1.3km section of pathway links 
onto Coolstore Road, across the bridge 
onto the Esplanade and from there onto 
the Skinners Creek Walking Track. These 
linkages would more than double the 
length of Section 1 alone. 

In creating this first section of the 
Pathway, Council would improve access 
to the river and achieve a start on the 
overall project. If this section of Pathway 
proves to be popular and manageable, 
then further investment could be 
considered when funding permits.

Project status

Detailed feasibility studies have been 
completed, extensive community 
consultation has been undertaken, 
and Council has formally endorsed the 
project. Applications are being prepared 
for formal approval to construct.

Huonville to Franklin 
Shared Pathway Project 
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About the project

The Huon Valley Recreation Plan 
(February 2020) provides Council with 
an important tool for guiding future 
recreational development, identifying 
clear community views. 

The community have indicated the 
importance of having well-developed 
and well-connected recreational trails, 
including:

• Trails that provide circuits/
loops within towns

• Trails that provide safe 
connections between towns 

• Trails that are designed to cater for a 
range of recreational activities such 
as walking, running, bike riding, 
exercising the dog, horse riding etc.

There exists within the community a 
strong view that trails improve the health 
and wellbeing of the local community 
and can attract visitors to local areas. The 
community are also concerned with the 
unsafe use of roads and road edges for 
trail use.

There is keen interest in improving access 
and enhancing the use of waterways and 
the Huon River for a range of recreational 
activities, including:

• A Huon River kayak trail

• Securing access to the river

• Developing pontoons

• Enhancing fishing

• Encouraging connectivity 
between places by water

Local and strategic alignment 

• Huon Valley Council Strategic Plan 

• Huon Valley Township 
Walking Track Study 

• Huon Valley Economic 
Development Strategy 

• Huon Valley Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 

• Huonville Ranelagh Master Plan 

• Franklin Foreshore Master Plan 

• Huon Valley Recreation Plan 

State strategic alignment 

• State Government Foal: 
A Healthy Tasmania 

• Tasmanian Government – Jobs and 
Economic Plan (2016 update)

• T21 Tasmanian Visitor 
Economy Strategy

• Tasmanian Visitor 
Engagement Strategy 

• Destination Southern Tasmania 
– Destination Management Plan 
for Southern Tasmania (2014)

• Tasmania Cycle Tourism Strategy 

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state, 
due to migration, with an estimated 
population of 17,219 people, having 
increased from 16,563 people since 2016. 

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Rebecca Stevenson 
Director Community Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109

Possible kayaking  
/ picnic spot

Viewing platform 
and/or seating

Staging option 2

Viewing platform 
and seating



The Huonville Ranelagh Master Plan 
identifies Huonville as an important 
place in the provision of services to the 
resident population and businesses of 
the Huon Valley. 

The Master Plan identifies a need for 
a high level of visitor interest and 
amenity for both residents of the Huon 
Valley and tourists. The plan details a 
key focus of developing actions that 
invite visitors into the town as they pass 
through, encouraging them to stop and 
experience the town. 

The Plan identifies a lack of visual 
appeal of Huonville – including the 
run-down buildings, lack of landscaping 
and inconsistency of signage – which 
was raised during the community 
engagement process for the Plan. The 
plan recommends a focus on mitigating 
these impediments to Huonville’s 
character to achieve a revitalised and 
reimagined town. 

This project aims to improve the 
aesthetics of Huonville in general 
and make the area more attractive 
in accordance with the Plan.

Opportunity 

Huonville is the gateway to the Huon 
Valley, providing an opportunity to 
present visitors to the area with a clear 
picture of the region and encourage 
a level of anticipation for further 
exploration. 

A township plan for Huonville 
would include: 

• A visual identity (including style 
guide) for the town which flows 
through all communications 
(signage, brochures, visitor 
information boards, website, public 
infrastructure and landscaping 
particularly for activity and gateway 
nodes), with the inclusion of 
Aboriginal and European heritage.

• Commonality in landscape materials, 
including paving, edges, walls, street 
furniture, lighting, tree and planting 
palettes, to be used through the town 
centre, gateway and activity nodes.

• An informational and wayfinding 
strategy supported by a new 
signage regime. This would include 
consideration of the relocation of 
entrance signage, new directional 
(wayfinding) signage through the 
town and gateway node signage. 
The signage regime should achieve a 
visually consistent and high-quality 
design with a recognisable hierarchy.

• Design and implementation of 
road and landscape improvements 
to key town entrances.

• Identification of landscaping, 
outdoor dining and street furniture 
opportunities to improve the visual 
appeal of the centre of town.

This project will enable the development 
of the township plan and the staged 
implementation of community priorities 
identified during the community 
engagement phase with both the local 
businesses and residents.

Project cost

$2 million

Benefits

This project will deliver: 

• A clear identity for Huonville

• An improved gateway 
to the Huon Valley

• An improved visual street scape

• Improved pedestrian safety

As a result, Huonville, as the key service 
centre for the Huon Valley, will not only 
become a place to do business, but a 
place to live, with the look and feel of the 
town substantially improved. 

The town will also become a central place 
for social gatherings, supporting the 
health and wellbeing of the community 
and supporting businesses and services 
for the benefit of the whole Huon Valley. 

Improving connectivity through the town 
from residential areas to the commercial 
centre, to recreation areas and education 
centres, and to the adjoining town of 
Ranelagh will improve accessibility 
and liveability.

Huonville Beautification Project
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Currently, about 52% of residents who 
live in the Huon Valley work in the Huon 
Valley. The Huonville Beautification 
Project will create more jobs locally and 
appeal to new businesses, helping to 
redirect expenditure ‘leakage’ outside the 
municipal area to increased local retail 
activity, flowing naturally on to increased 
employment. This was estimated at 
$47.44 million in 2020 alone.

Importantly, these outcomes will help 
the local community and businesses 
to recover from the impacts of the 
devastating 2019 bushfires and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Before the bushfires, visitation in 
Huonville between 1 October and 21 
December 2018 was 135,000. Visitation 
dropped to 122,000 for the period 1 
January to 31 March 2019 (during the 
bushfires), lifting to 127,000 between 
1 January and 21 March 2020 (prior to 
COVID-19) following recovery efforts. 

Huonville is becoming a significant 
tourist destination, with further projects 
identified to increase its appeal, including 
the development of the Huon River 
Regional Recreational Open Space and 
the Activation of Huonville Commercial 
and Industrial Precincts. The Huonville 
Beautification Project will complement 
these projects to boost the local 
economy and support the community to 
continue to recover and build resilience 
against future emergencies.

Project status

A Town Teams project has commenced 
where engagement with the community 
will provide some insight on the 
preferred treatments.

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state 
with an estimated population of 17,219 
people, having increased from 16,563 
people since 2016.

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%). A 
further 32.8% of local workers earn over 
$1,000 per week, with the majority of 
those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Rebecca Stevenson 
Director Community Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109



The Huon Valley’s predominantly natural 
environment and surrounding mountain 
and valley landscape is one of its greatest 
tourism assets. The geography and 
natural attractions provide an appealing 
destination as a foundation for the 
tourism industry. The Huon Valley already 
has a diverse and attractive tourism 
offer, including its pristine and accessible 
waterways and wilderness, rich heritage 
and historical presence, and world-
renowned food, wine and beverage 
experiences.

With the construction of a high quality, 
extensive mountain biking trail network, 
the Huon Valley has the potential to 
become a mountain bike destination. 
The Huon Valley has the tourism 
infrastructure, the self-contained village 
atmospheres, enough separation from 
Hobart, and the terrain, scenery and 
topography to appeal to a national and 
international market. 

The destination is close enough (30 
minutes) to Hobart, a heavily populated 
area of Tasmania, that mountain bikers 
can use it for their weekly social and 
recreational rides. Successful mountain 
bike destinations are sustained by local 
weekly users, whilst also attracting 
visitors and events.

Upon the completion of the Huon Valley 
Mountain Bike Feasibility Study, a series 
of sites in Dover were identified as having 
the greatest potential for attracting 
mountain bike rider visitation in the 
valley. The trail networks would be of 
regional significance.

Opportunity 

The Huon Valley Mountain Bike 
Feasibility Study was completed in 
March 2020, identifying a combination 
of sites in Dover as having the potential 
to develop up to 80km of mountain bike 
trail networks of regional significance. 
The sites would involve two large land 
parcels managed by Sustainable Timber 
Tasmania (STT) that are connected via 
the existing foreshore trail, as well as new 
tracks. STT have been consulted through 
this process and are willing to consider 
proposals.

The land parcels are suitable for 
International Mountain Bicycling 
Association (IMBA) ‘Green’ to ‘Double 
Black Diamond’ difficulty classification 
trails, offering a broad range of trail 
options to suit all riders’ skills and 
abilities. The site has significant elevation 
and is suitable for gravity trails. The 
product would rely on locating suitable 
existing fire access roads to provide 
access to shuttle drop-off points. This mix 
of trail styles would encourage visitation 
by riders who like to ride cross country 
and enduro trails.

This opportunity seeks to build upon the 
work achieved through the feasibility 
study by engaging with a suitably 
qualified consultant to undertake further 
engagement with local stakeholders that 
may be affected and prepare a mountain 
bike trails concept plan.

The process will involve ground truthing 
the site, establishing a preferred 
alignment for the trail network, and 
detailing the range and types of trails as 
well as the following:

• Identifying the constraints and 
opportunities to construct a trail 
network, including cultural heritage 
and environmental considerations 
on the proposed sites.

• Identification of a suitably located 
trail head(s) together with a 
plan outlining the infrastructure 
required at the trail head(s).

• Identify a suitable trail network model 
based on the Australian Mountain 
Bike Trail Guidelines (AMBTG) criteria 
for general trail planning, design 
and construction principles.

• Develop a concept trail network 
plan with reference to the IMBA 
trail difficulty rating system that 
identifies trail alignment. 

• Determining the range and type of 
trails and establishing an optimal 
mix to appeal to a regional market.

• Confirming the access and linkage 
options to the township and 
the potential shuttle routes.

• Potential trail naming 
and key features.

• Development of a detailed 
staged trail development plan 
and capital cost estimates.

• Development of a Market 
Implementation Plan.

Dover Mountain Bike 
Proposal Business Plan
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Capturing this information is integral  
for progressing the potential 
development of a regional mountain 
bike destination in the Huon Valley. It 
will ground truth the concept and give 
guidance for what the development 
may look like, and areas to consider. 
This is critical for entering into any form 
of agreement or partnership with the 
landowners of the areas identified, 
and for progressing conversation with 
potential park developers and attracting 
their investment in proceeding with  
the concept.

Project cost 

The total estimated cost is $125,000. 
This includes $90,000 for the business 
case and implementation strategy, and 
a further $35,000 for the concept master 
plan.

Funding required

The full amount of funding is being 
sought to develop the Business Case, 
Implementation Strategy and Concept 
Master Plan so that an independent, 
private operator can assess the viability 
of this project and progress.

Benefits

There will be economic benefits to the 
town of Dover and the Huon Valley in 
general. An economic impact assessment 
has been completed for this proposal 
which shows positive results.

As part of the feasibility study already 
conducted, an economic impact 
assessment was also completed. 

During the construction phase of the 
project: 

• A total of 24.6 FTE jobs (20.5 direct 
jobs and 4.1 indirect/induced 
jobs) would be generated. The 
direct jobs comprise 17.5 jobs in 
onsite construction and 3 jobs in 
materials/equipment supply.

• A total of $3.6 million in regional 
income would be generated ($3 
million direct income and $0.6 
million indirect/induced).

During the operation of the site, the 
ongoing growth in user numbers will 
support an increasing number of jobs in 
the region.

The mountain bike trail development 
would generate combined benefits 
that are substantially above the full 
costs (construction, maintenance and 
depreciation) over a 10-year period.

• For a trail project, a 4% discount rate 
is appropriate, and the project yields 
a positive benefit-cost ratio (BCR) 
of 2.1 (1.9 for a 7% discount rate).

• The present value of total benefits 
($17.753 million) generated 

by the investment exceeds the 
total costs of the project ($8.5 
million) over a 10-year period 
and is 2.1 times the total cost.

• The increase in regional income 
generated by mountain bike trail 
users spending over a 10-year 
period totals $12.052 million 
(in constant $2019 prices).

• This indirect health benefit is 
estimated at $5.492 million 
over the 10-year period (in 
constant $2019 prices) for local/
regional users of the trail only.

• The consumer surplus value is 
estimated at $3.662 million over 
the 10-year period (in constant 
$2019 prices) for local/regional 
users of the trail only. 

Project status

The Huon Valley Mountain Bike 
Feasibility Study was completed in 
March 2020. A Project Proposal for the 
development of the Business Plan, 
Implementation Strategy and Concept 
Master Plan is complete.

About the project

The Huon Valley Mountain Bike Concept 
Plan, Implementation Strategy and 
Business Case has key links with Council’s 
Strategic Plan 2015–2025, the Huon 
Valley Economic Development Strategy 
2015–2020, the Huon Valley Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy, and Huon Valley 
Recreation Plan 2020.

With the construction of a high 
quality, extensive mountain 
biking trail network, the Huon 
Valley has the potential to become 
a mountain bike destination. 



The development of a regional mountain 
bike facility in the Huon’s far south has 
the potential to act as a key catalyst for 
progressing broader adventure tourism 
activities and opportunities.

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state, 
due to migration, with an estimated 
population of 17,219 people, having 
increased from 16,563 people since 2016. 

The Huon Valley has a median age of 45 
and an average household size of 2.36. 
Making up 31.3% of total households, 
couples without children is the most 
common household type, while lone-
person households are the fastest-
growing household type. Aboriginal 
people make up about 9.2% of the 
population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Michelle Gledhill 
Manager Economic Development 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box, Huonville TAS 7109

The development of a regional 
mountain bike facility in 
the Huon’s far south has 
the potential to act as a 
key catalyst for progressing 
broader adventure tourism 
activities and opportunities.



The Port Huon Sports & Aquatic Centre 
is an important community asset that 
provides access to affordable recreational 
facilities for the Huon Valley community. 
The facility is fully owned and operated 
by the Huon Valley Council and is 
subsidised by the general rate. As the 
only indoor swimming pool in the Huon 
Valley, the Centre attracts patronage from 
the entire municipal area including local 
schools. 

The facility is aging and needs 
improvements to better meet the needs 
of the rapidly growing community and 
maximise usage rates. 

The Huon Valley is one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in Tasmania 
with an increase in the projected 
population growth rate. Approval has 
been given for several subdivision plans 
that will result in more than 500 new 
houses in Huonville and Ranelagh during 
the next 1–2 years.

The Huon Valley Council is under 
pressure to ensure it has appropriate 
infrastructure, including recreational 
opportunities, to meet the demands of 
our community well into the future.

Opportunity 

The Port Huon Sports & Aquatic Centre 
provides the community with an avenue 
to participate in regular exercise with 
access to good facilities at an affordable 
entry fee. It also provides a means for 
newcomers in the area to assimilate 
into the community and forge new 
friendships. 

The swimming pool provides an 
important avenue for children to learn to 
swim (an important life skill) through the 
school curriculum and through Council-
run and private lessons.

Improved facilities will enable Council to 
continue to operate this valued facility 
and will help to increase participation 
and usage, boosting income and 
reducing the burden on the rate base. 

Project cost

$1.5 million 

Works will include:

• Redevelopment of the swimming 
pool area including the pool surface, 
concourse and all-ability access

• Redevelopment of the change 
rooms and bathroom facilities to 
include all-ability access, privacy, 
heating and ventilation

• Installation of energy 
efficiency measures 

• Redevelopment of the multicourt 
surface and stadium seating

• Redevelopment of gym facilities to 
include 24-hour access and upgraded 
equipment and security system

• Refurbishment of the building 
exterior and car park

Benefits

Upgrade of the Port Huon Sports & 
Aquatic Centre will allow Council to cater 
for the current and expected needs of 
the community well into the future by 
providing quality, affordable recreational 
opportunities that promote health 
and wellbeing as well as improve the 
liveability of the area.

Improving the facilities will enable 
Council to attract more usage of the 
Centre and in turn create opportunities 
for increased employment of staff, as 
activities increase.

The project will increase the accessibility 
of the Centre to patrons of all ages and 
abilities, and introduce a 24-hour gym. 

Project status

This project is shovel ready.

About the project

The Port Huon Sports & Aquatic Centre 
is owned operated by the Huon Valley 
Council following its purchase in 1996 
for the sum of $300,000.

Port Huon Sports & Aquatic 
Centre Redevelopment
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The Centre is open six days per week 
and provides a range of services to the 
local community as well as visitors. These 
include:

• Learn To Swim Program for 
children through to adults 

• Water-based exercise programs 

• Gym and weights programs 

• Sauna

• Multicourt activities including 
basketball, badminton, futsal, 
netball, pickleball, squash

• After school activities 

• Cardio classes

• Pilates and yoga 

The centre has received the minimal 
investment during its life and requires a 
major upgrade to meet the community’s 
needs and modern day expectations.

Local and strategic 
alignment 

• Huon Valley Council Strategic Plan 

• Huon Valley Economic 
Development Strategy 

• Huon Valley Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 

• Huon Valley Recreation Plan 

State strategic alignment 

• State Government Goal: 
A Healthy Tasmania 

• Tasmanian Government – Jobs and 
Economic Plan (2016 update)

• T21 Tasmanian Visitor 
Economy Strategy

• Tasmanian Visitor 
Engagement Strategy 

• Destination Southern Tasmania 
– Destination Management Plan 
for Southern Tasmania (2014)

About the Huon Valley 

The Huon Valley is a vibrant, semi-
rural community located 30 minutes 
south of Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart. 
It is Australia’s southernmost local 
government area and one of the fastest-
growing municipal areas in the state, 
due to migration, with an estimated 
population of 17,219 people, having 
increased from 16,563 people since 2016. 

The Huon Valley has a median age of  
45 and an average household size of  
2.36. Making up 31.3% of total 
households, couples without children  
is the most common household type, 
while lone-person households are 
the fastest-growing household type. 
Aboriginal people make up about 9.2%  
of the population.

The majority of local workers are  
low-mid income earners, earning 
between $500–$999 per week (38.7%).  
A further 32.8% of local workers earn 
over $1,000 per week, with the majority 
of those earning between $1,000–$1,249 
per week. Major industries include 
agriculture, forestry and fishing/
aquaculture, which together generated 
1,575 local jobs in 2019/20, followed 
by manufacturing (487), health care 
and social assistance (457), retail trade 
(407), education and training (404), and 
accommodation and food services (334). 

The Huon Valley has a SEIFA score of 
962, placing it midway on the Index 
of Disadvantage for the state. Ranking 
higher than the SEIFA for Tasmania, the 
Huon Valley population experiences a 
lower level of disadvantage than the 
state as a whole.

Contact details

Rebecca Bell 
Manager Recreation Services 
Community Services 
Huon Valley Council

Phone: (03) 6264 0300 
hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 
PO Box 210, Huonville TAS 7109




