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Section 1 Overview 

Glossary 

1.1 The following terms are used in this plan and are consistent with the Tasmanian Emergency 

Management Plan (TEMP). 

1.2 The Emergency Management Act 2006 uses shortened phrasing for a number of titles (e.g. 

Municipal Committee for Municipal Emergency Management Committee), and this 

practice is applied in this plan. 

 

Table 1 Glossary 

Term In the context of this plan, this means: 

Affected Area Recovery 

Committee  

A group established under the authority of The Act to assist Councils with 

longer-term recovery. It may also be referred to as a Recovery Taskforce 

(especially when its membership comprises State Government 

representatives).  

command  The internal direction of an organisation’s resources in an emergency.  

community centres 

NB one or more centre type 

can be combined at the 

same location if necessary. 

Assembly:  An identified location where affected persons can assemble. 

Assembly centres are generally established for a short period of time to meet 

the immediate personal support needs of individuals and families e.g. 

Evacuation Centre. 

 Evacuation:  An identified location for persons of an affected area to be 

temporarily accommodated. This includes the provision of basic services to 

meet affected people’s immediate personal needs. 

 Information:  An identified location where information is made available for 

emergency-affected people. They can be virtual (e.g. call centres or web 

based), or physical (e.g. at a community centre). Notwithstanding the 

structural arrangements, the importance of providing clear and consistent 

information is acknowledged 

 Recovery:  An identified location for affected persons to access information 

and assistance after an emergency has occurred. A range of Government 

and Non-Government Organisations operate from recovery centres (it can 

also be referred to as a ‘One-Stop Shop’). 

control The overall direction and management of response/recovery activities for an 

emergency. The authority for control can be established in legislation or in an 

emergency plan and includes tasking and coordinating other organisations 

resources to meet the needs of the situation (i.e. control operates horizontally 

across organisations). 

coordination  The systematic acquisition and application of resources (workers, equipment, 

goods and services) during response/recovery. Coordination can operate 

vertically within an organisation (as a function of command), as well as 

horizontally across organisations (as a function of control). 

debrief A meeting of stakeholders to review the effectiveness of response/recovery 

operations. 

Deputy Municipal 

Coordinator 

Deputy Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator appointed under 

section 23 of the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

emergency Further defined by the Emergency Management Act 2006. Simply explained, 

an event that endangers, destroys or threatens to endanger or destroy 

human life, property or the environment, or causes or threatens to cause 

injury or distress to persons; and requires a significant response from one or 

more of the statutory services.  



Huon Valley Municipal Emergency Management Plan Issue 6, 2015 Page 7 of 79 

Term In the context of this plan, this means: 

emergency centres Emergency Coordination Centre:  A generic term for any facility or location 

where an identified group or team meets to coordinate measures to address 

the consequences of an emergency.  The work at Emergency Coordination 

Centres can be agency-specific or community focused. This means multiple 

centres may be active for a single emergency, and they may be co-located 

with other centres depending on the situation (e.g. an Emergency 

Operations Centre).  Municipal, Regional and State Emergency 

Management Committees manage the Emergency Coordination Centres 

that are focused on community-wide consequence management.  

 Emergency Operations Centre: A generic term for any facility or location 

where an identified group or team meets to give direction for agency-

specific work related to an emergency. 

This includes the acquisition and allocation of resources required by the 

agency.  The way Emergency Operations Centres are used can vary 

depending on the situation.  

 Incident Control Centre: The location from which the Response Management 

Authority exercises Control of response operations for an emergency. 

emergency management Further defined in the Emergency Management Act 2006. Simply explained, 

emergency management is the framework that provides for planned and 

coordinated measures that reduce vulnerabilities and enhance capacities to 

withstand emergencies, as well as cope with and recover from their impacts.  

emergency management 

plan 

A document required by the Emergency Management Act 2006 that 

describes governance and coordination arrangements and assigned 

responsibilities for: a geographic area, identified hazard, or function relevant 

to Tasmanian emergency management. It includes descriptions of processes 

that provide for safe and effective operations for emergency situations.  

emergency powers and 

special emergency powers  

A power specified in Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 of the Emergency 

Management Act 2006.  

emergency risk 

management 

Emergency risk management is a process that involves dealing with risks to 

the community arising from emergency events.  

hazard A place, structure, source or situation, that may potentially endanger, 

destroy or threaten to endanger or destroy human life, property or the 

environment further defined by the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

Management Authority 

 

Management Authorities provide direction so that capability is maintained 

for identified hazards across the PPRR spectrum.  

Municipal Chairperson The person determined by Council, under section 21(2) of the Emergency 

Management Act 2006 to be the Municipal Chairperson. 

Municipal Committee A Municipal Emergency Management Committee established under section 

20 of the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

Municipal Recovery 

Coordinator 

A council worker who is authorised to coordinate, manage and advise on 

aspects of municipal community recovery arrangements.  

Municipal Coordinator A person appointed as a Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator 

under section 23 of the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

preparedness  Planned and coordinated measures so safe and effective response and 

recovery can occur. 

prevention and mitigation Planned and coordinated measures that eliminate or reduce the frequency 

and/or consequences of emergencies. 

public information Information provided by or for emergency management authorities to the 

general community during/following an emergency to promote ‘self-help’. 

Recovery A coordinated process of supporting emergency affected communities in 

reconstruction of the physical infrastructure and the restoration of emotional, 

social, economic and physical wellbeing. 
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Term In the context of this plan, this means: 

Regional Emergency 

Management Committee 

A Regional Emergency Management Committee established under section 

14 of the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

Regional Controller The Regional Emergency Management Controller appointed under section 

17 of the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

Regional Recovery 

Coordinator 

A nominated State Service employee who is formally appointed and 

authorised to coordinate the delivery of recovery services (by functional area 

i.e. social, economic, environmental or infrastructure) within a region.  

State Controller The State Emergency Management Controller appointed under section 10 of 

the Emergency Management Act 2006.  

state of emergency From the Emergency Management Act 2006: "state of emergency" means a 

state of emergency declared under section 42; 

Section 42 establishes a state of emergency as a declaration by the Premier 

when an emergency is occurring or has occurred in Tasmania resulting 

circumstances that require or may require special emergency powers, 

because emergency powers would be insufficient to deal with the 

emergency. 

Support Agency Organisations that are responsible for maintaining, or maintaining access to, 

specific functional capabilities as agreed with Management Authorities. 

Support Agencies command their own resources in coordination with the 

Management Authority, as required. 

validation Activities that are conducted to assess or review the effectiveness of 

emergency management arrangements. Standard validation activities 

include exercises, operational debriefs, workshops, and reviews. 

warnings Dissemination of a message signaling imminent hazard/s, which may include 

advice on protection measures. 

worker A generic term used to describe people who perform defined functions for 

an organisation or system, including: staff, volunteers and 

contractors/consultants. 

The Emergency Management Act 2006 defines ‘emergency management 

worker’ specifically for emergency management protection and 

coordination purposes (see s3). 
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Acronyms 

1.3 Table 2 lists acronyms that are used in this plan. 

Table 2 Acronyms 

Acronym Stands for… 

AARC Affected Area Recovery Committee 

AGD Attorney-Generals Department 

AT Ambulance Tasmania (was ‘TAS’) 

BoM Bureau of Meteorology 

CBRN Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear 

DHHS Department of Health and Human Services 

DMC Deputy Municipal Coordinator 

DoE Department of Education 

DoJ Department of Justice 

DSG Department of State Growth 

DMC Deputy Municipal Coordinator 

DPAC Department of Premier and Cabinet 

DPEM Department of Police and Emergency Management 

DPIPWE Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 

DTF Department of Treasury and Finance 

ECC Emergency Coordination Centre 

EOC Emergency Operations Centre 

GIS Geographic Information Services 

ICC Incident Control Centre 

MC Municipal Coordinator 

MECC Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre 

MRC Municipal Recovery Coordinator 

NGO Non Government Organisation 

PPRR Prevention and Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Recovery 

PWS Parks and Wildlife Service (Division of DPIPWE) 

REMC Regional Emergency Management Committee 

RSRC Regional Social Recovery Coordinator 

SEMC State Emergency Management Committee 

SES State Emergency Service 

SOP Standard Operating Procedure 

SIT REP Situation Report 

TAS POL Tasmania Police 

TEIS Tasmanian Emergency Information Service 

TEMP Tasmanian Emergency Management Plan 

TFS Tasmania Fire Service 

TRRA Tasmanian Relief and Recovery Arrangements 
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Introduction 

1.4 The strategic objectives for emergency management of the Huon Valley Municipal 

Committee are to: 

(a) maintain the Huon Valley Emergency Management Plan to guide the management 

of risks to the community arising from emergencies by considering all elements of PPRR 

(Prevention and Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Recovery) 

(b) recognise the value relationships and partnerships for emergency management, in 

particular the importance of: 

(i) community contributions in emergency management and promoting 

community engagement as required 

(ii) maintaining linkages with related bodies including the Southern Region 

Emergency Management Committee identifying roles and responsibilities and 

integration processes between emergency management and Huon Valley 

Council management structures 

(c) develop a progressive review system which is implemented for all emergency 

management elements which is based on continuous improvement principles 

(d) maintain an active and relevant municipal committee. 

1.5 A map of the Huon Valley municipal area is shown in Figure 1. 

Authority 

1.6 The Huon Valley Emergency Management Plan, hereinafter referred to as the Plan, is 

produced by the Huon Valley Council and is issued under the Authority of the State 

Controller in accordance with the requirements of s34 of the Emergency Management Act 

2006. 

Aim 

1.7 The aim of this plan is to describe emergency management arrangements for the Huon 

Valley municipal area.  

Objectives 

1.8 The objectives of this plan are to: 

(a) enable the effective management of emergency events that occur within the Huon 

Valley Community.  

(b) identify individual and collective roles and responsibilities in an emergency event 

affecting the Huon Valley area. 

(c) define protocol for operating outside the Huon Valley area – i.e. mutual support with 

other Municipal Areas within the Southern Region. 

(d) identify liaison and communication channels between response Management 

Authorities and Supporting Agencies with appropriate feedback mechanisms to 

ensure effective working relationships. 

(e) define the Huon Valley area emergency management structure and role. 

(f) maintain the continuous risk assessment review program as defined within the Huon 

Valley Emergency Risk Management Program. 
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Scope and Application 

1.9 The arrangements in this plan are designed to be used to address emergencies that have 

the following characteristics: 

(a) caused by hazards impacting in or on the Huon Valley (see map in Figure 1) 

(b) can be managed by the capability of local emergency management structures. 

1.10 These arrangements are intended to be scalable and flexible so they can be adapted as 

required. They are always active across the PPRR spectrum but specific powers/authorities 

may be sanctioned (typically during response and recovery) to complement existing 

efforts.  

1.11 The Municipal Coordinator may activate specific sections of the plan. In addition, direction 

and/or advice to activate these arrangements may be provided by the: 

(a) Regional Controller (Southern Region) 

(b) Regional Manager, SES (Southern Region) 

(c) Chair of HVMEMC 

(d) HVMEMC 

1.12 Other communications may occur between responsible officers from other State 

Government agencies identified in Section 2 and the Municipal Coordinator but 

coordination for formal activation of arrangements is best achieved by working with the 

Regional Controller/SES Regional Manager. 

1.13 Additional/more detailed arrangements for specific hazards or functions for this municipal 

area are described in Associated Plans etc. and these are listed in Appendix 5.1 

Associated Documents. 
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Context Statement 

Figure 1 Map of Municipal Area 
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Environment 

Topography 

1.14 The Huon Valley municipal area is located in southern Tasmania and is the southernmost 

council area in Australia.   

1.15 The municipal area covers 5,501 square kilometres, comprising of the area from the 

southern side of the Wellington Range south to the southern tip of Tasmania, and from a 

line east of Grey Mountain to the west covering the majority of the South West Wilderness 

Area. 

1.16 There are five major towns – Huonville, Franklin, Geeveston, Dover and Cygnet with other 

smaller towns including Glen Huon, Judbury, Ranelagh, Port Huon, Southport and Verona 

Sands. 

1.17 The municipal area has varying characteristics, ranging from the mountainous South West 

Wilderness area through to the costal fringe that extends from the south west coast through 

to the lower portion of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel.  The coastal areas around the 

Channel and lower section of the Huon River are popular shack areas with beaches and 

easy access to boating facilities. 

Climate 

1.18 The municipal area has a large east-west gradient of rainfall. The western end around Port 

Davey receives around 2200 mm average annual rainfall with a strong seasonal cycle 

(driest in February, wettest in July), and over 175 days of rain each year, brought mainly 

from frontal rain systems coming from the west. The eastern part of the area receives less 

than 750 mm average annual rainfall with a weaker seasonal cycle (around 40 mm in 

January, around 80 mm in August), brought by a variety of weather systems.  

1.19 The populated areas have similar temperature ranges – an average maximum of 21 

degrees in the summer and minimum average of 2 degrees in winter.  The topography of 

the area results in sub-zero temperature in the mountainous areas, with snow for extended 

periods during the winter/spring months.   

1.20 The majority of the populated areas experience numerous frosts and fog throughout the 

period April-October, which impact on the road network.  The Huon Valley is also subject to 

varying wind strengths, from coastal sea breezes to gale force winds.  

Climate Change  

1.21 The influence of large-scale rainfall drivers on year-to-year rainfall variability also differs 

across the municipality. The El Niño Southern Oscillation has some influence on the eastern 

part of the municipality in winter and spring. Rainfall in the west is correlated with drivers 

that influence the westerly systems that bring rain: the Southern Annular Mode in most 

seasons and with the incidence of atmospheric blocking in autumn and winter.  

1.22 Long-term average temperatures have risen in the decades since the 1950s, at a rate 

similar to the rest of Tasmania (up to 0.1 °C per decade).  

1.23 There has been a decline in average rainfall and a lack of very wet years in the 

municipality since the mid-1970s, and this decline has been strongest in autumn. This 

decline was exacerbated by the ‘big dry’ drought of 1995-2009. Rainfall since then has 

been about average or slightly below average. 

1.24 Climate Change Projection models. The Huon Valley is projected to experience a rise in 

average temperatures of 2.6 to 3.3°C over the entire 21st Century. The rise in daily minimum 

temperature is expected to be slightly greater than daily maximum temperature, and fairly 

similar in the different seasons.  

1.25 The projected change in average temperatures by 2100 is expected to be accompanied 

by a change in the frequency, intensity and duration of hot and cold extremes of 

temperature including:  
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• The number of Summer Days (>25 °C) is projected to increase from around 10-15 days 

to more than 25 days per year at Port Davey, a similar increase is indicated for 

Huonville, rising from 15-20 days to 40 days.  

• The temperature of very hot days changes more than the change in average 

temperature (by more than 3 °C in some seasons).  

• Frost-risk days reduce considerably – at a site of 95 m above sea level in the Huon 

Valley, frost risk declines from around 40 days per year, to less than 10 days per year.  

• Warm spells (days in a row where temperatures are in the top 5% of baseline levels) 

that currently last about five days are projected to last up to five days longer. Heat 

waves may occur at Huonville (>3 days of >28 °C).  

1.26 The western part of the area is projected to receive steadily decreasing rainfall in summer 

and autumn and increasing rainfall in winter and spring through the latter half of the 

century (changes up to 20%). The eastern part of the area is projected to receive slightly 

increased rainfall in most seasons (changes 0-10%).  

1.27 Short duration events are projected to become more intense, so catchments with a critical 

duration of less than 72 hours are projected to experience high flood levels and faster 

response times.  

1.28 For the Huon River, the peak flood discharge is projected to increase significantly through 

the 21st Century. For Huonville, increased flooding events can be expected through both 

increased sea level, changes to storm surge and through increased river floods. 

River Systems 

1.29 The area has numerous river systems with one major system, the Huon River.  Smaller rivers 

impact on populated areas, such as Kermandie River flowing through Geeveston and 

Agnes Rivulet flowing through Cygnet. 

1.30 The Huon River is the fourth largest river in Tasmania at 170 km in length.  26 creeks and 

rivers flow into the river, the five longest tributaries are the Picton River, Weld River, Cracroft 

River, Russell River and Mountain River.   

1.31 The Huon River begins at Scotts Peak Dam at Lake Pedder and flows south-east to the 

Tahune Airwalk, where the Picton River joins it.  It then heads through Judbury down rapids 

to merge with the sea water and become tidal. From there it travels through Huonville, 

Franklin, and Cygnet. When the river meets the Tasman Sea near Surveyors Bay, it is more 

than 5 km wide.  

1.32 The Picton River starts below Pindars Peak and is 57.6km in length. It main tributaries are 

Roberts River, Farmhouse Creek, Cook Creek, Pattersons Creek and Hartz Creek. 

1.33 The Weld River starts below Mount Mueller and is 53.2km in length.  Its main tributaries are 

Snake River, Sandy Creek, Barnback Creek and Cotcase Creek. 

1.34 Craycroft River starts at Judds Cavern and is 40km in length.  It ends at Tahune where it 

merges with the Huon River. 

1.35 The Russell River starts below Snowy North and is 30km in length.  

1.36 Mountain River joins the Huon River near Huonville. Its major tributary is Crabtree rivulet. 

1.37 The Kermandie River in south Tasmania starts below Taylors Ridge at an elevation of 621m 

and ends at an elevation of 22.5m flowing into the Crookes Rivulet.  The Kermandie River 

drops around 599m over its 14.4km length.  The Rileys Creek flows into the Kermandie River. 

1.38 Agnes Rivulet is 3.32km in length starting at below Mundys Hill running through Burtons 

Reserve and into the Cygnet Bay. 

Population 

1.39 The Huon Valley population is 15,140 (ABS 2011).  3,068 persons aged under 14 years, 2,928 

persons aged 15-34 years, 6,786 persons aged 35-64 years and 2,358 persons aged 65 

years+.   
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1.40 The population of the Huon Valley is spread across the 5 main townships of Huonville, 

Franklin, Cygnet, Geeveston and Dover.  The median age is 42, which indicates an ageing 

population. 

Huon Valley: 15,140 

Cygnet:  4,064 

Geeveston/Dover:  3,659 

Huonville/Franklin:  8,118 

Infrastructure 

Electricity 

1.41 The electricity supply to the Huon Valley is via two incoming transmission lines. Terminal 

substations are located at Knights Road in Huonville and the Huon Highway at Kermandie.  

Knights Road substation has two incoming transmission lines one each from Kingston and 

Electrona, while Kermandie has just one from Knights Road.  

1.42 The residential electricity supply distribution is generally via overhead power lines with 

wooden poles which make the network vulnerable to damage from high winds and bush 

fires. 

1.43 Underground power lines are located at the southern end of Main Street Huonville, on both 

sides of the street.  The fuse boxes are susceptible to water inundation during flooding. 

Telecommunications 

1.44 Telecommunications landline is linked to Hobart via an optic fibre cable.  In the event of a 

major disruption to the cable Telstra has the ability to provide limited backup via satellite. 

1.45 The National Broadband Network is in the process of being rolled out across Australia. 

Many areas within the Huon Valley including; Cygnet, Judbury, Glen Huon, Port Huon and 

Verona Sands are in the process of transitioning from the Telstra fixed line ‘copper network’ 

to the NBN Fixed Wireless network. The transition and ‘switching off’ of the Telstra fixed line 

‘copper network’ is expected to be completed within these and other areas during the life 

of this issue of the plan.  

1.46 The Huon Valley is serviced with both landline and mobiles services although several mobile 

blackspots still remain: 

 

Lonnavale Road Cockle Creek 

Abels Bay Road Southport has patchy coverage 

Randalls Bay Road Lune River 

Eggs & Bacon Bay Dover area patchy 

Cygnet Coast Road – between 

Petcheys Bay and Wattle Grove 

Esperance Coast Road – has a 

number of black spots 

Garden Island Creek Arve Road Forestry section as you 

drive to the Airwalk 

Top of Bakers Creek Judbury 

Top of Mountain River Glen Huon area 

Nicholls Rivulet from Cross Road 

upwards 

Pelverata Road (ie section between 

Vinces Road and Kaoota) 

Hastings  
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Other Communication Networks 

1.47 The Huon Valley Council operates a VHF radio network with transmitters at Grey Mountain 

and Tylers Hill.  The radio base operated from the council depot located on Sale Street, 

Huonville.  A number of council vehicles are fitted with VHF & UHF CB radios as well as 

mobile telephones. 

1.48 A microwave link with a transmitter is located at Herringback interconnecting some of 

council’s computer databases with Kingborough Council.  

1.49 Community Driven Neighborhood Emergency Alert Phone Tree Networks operate in various 

locations throughout the Valley.  

Road Systems 

1.50 The Huon Valley has over 2,100 kilometres of public roads – 750kms council controlled – 

160kms State controlled and 1,200kms Forestry Tasmania controlled.  The major highways 

are the Huon Highway (from Kingston to Southport) and the Channel Highway (from 

Kingston via the Channel to Huonville). 

Helicopter Landing Pad 

1.51 A designated multi-agency helicopter landing site is located next to the Huon Valley SES 

building, on Skinners Drive, Huonville.  

Water Supplies 

1.52 Tasmanian Water controls town water schemes in the Huon Valley. Approximately 60% of 

the population is serviced via town water schemes with the balance reliant on rainwater 

tanks. The sources of the town water schemes are detailed in Table 3. 

 

Table 3 Sources of Town Water Supplies  

Servicing Area  Source Capacity 

Cygnet 

  

Nichols Rivulet Weir  

Wynns Road Reservoir  

Kings Hill Reservoir 

Agnes Rivulet Weir 

Balfes Hill Reservoir  

 

240 KL (kilolitre)  

1.8  ML  

1.0  ML 

5.0  ML 

2.3 ML 

Huonville  

 

Ranelagh Reservoir  

Scenic Hill Reservoir  

Rocky Creek Weir  

Mountain River Weir 

2.2 ML 

545 KL 

2.0 ML  

100 KL  

 

Franklin  

 

North Franklin Reservoir  

Jacksons Road Weir  

New Road Weir  

 

850 KL  

100 KL  

200 KL   (Council Owned) 
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Servicing Area  Source Capacity 

Geeveston  Hill Street Reservoir 

Palmers Road Reservoir  

Scotts Road Reservoir  

Donnelleys Road Weir  

South Creek Weir  

Castle Forbes Bay Weir  

3.6 ML 

1.0  ML  

0.1  ML  

3.0  ML  

100 KL  

100 KL  

Dover  Chapel Lane Reservoir  900 KL  

Judbury  Dora Creek Weir 100 KL  

 

1.53 The Huon Valley Regional Water Scheme delivers an upgraded and expanded water 

supply service in the Huon Valley delivering potable water to Huonville, Franklin, Cygnet, 

Geeveston and Port Huon. 

1.54 TasWater controls the sewer reticulation schemes in the Huon Valley. Sewer reticulation 

schemes service approximately 40% of the population with the balance reliant on on-site 

waste disposal systems.  

 

Table 4 Controlled Sewer schemes 

Treatment Plants  Servicing Area  

Cygnet  Cygnet  

Dover  Dover  

Geeveston  Geeveston and Port Huon  

Ranelagh  Huonville and Franklin  

Southport (Lagoon) Southport 

N.B TasWater must be informed of any potential threat that may affect water sewer 

schemes. 

1.55 An electricity outage will affect treatment plants after 12 hours.  However pump stations will 

be affected after several hours without power.  There are 39 sewer pump stations in the 

Valley.  

1.56 The Ranelagh settling ponds are subject to flooding and levels need to be monitored in the 

event of flood.  Information relating to rising water levels at Ranelagh must be reported to 

the EPA, via TasWater. 

Port Facilities 

1.57 The Port Huon Wharf can be used to accommodate large vessels if need be.  The facility is 

privately owned by Huon Aquaculture. 

1.58 A number of Council owned marine facilities are also located throughout the Valley.  

 



Huon Valley Municipal Emergency Management Plan Issue 6, 2015 Page 18 of 79 

Social Support 

Schools 

1.59 The Huon Valley is serviced by the following schools: 

State Schools – 

Huonville High School (including the Trade Training Centre  

Huonville Primary School  

Glen Huon Primary School  

Franklin Primary School 

Geeveston Primary School 

Dover District High School 

Cygnet Primary School  

Private Schools – 

St James College  

Sacred Heart  

Peregrine 

1.60 ABS (2011) figures show 2,779 full time students plus a further 418 part-time students.  Local 

schools are serviced by school buses. A number of students are also transported daily to 

attend other state and private school/colleges outside the municipal area.  

Police 

1.61 The Huon Valley is part of the Southern District that is headquartered at Kingston.  The 

Huonville Police Station is the main station.  Additional police coverage is provided from 

Kingston. 

Tasmanian Ambulance Service 

1.62 The Tasmania Ambulance Service has a station at Huonville manned with one full-time 

officer.  The station has two vehicles and is supported by local volunteers.  Additional 

services are provided through headquarters in Hobart. 

Tasmania Fire Service  

1.63 Huonville is the only retained brigade in the Huon Valley.  The remaining brigades Grove, 

Upper Huon, Cradoc, Cygnet, Deep Bay, Wattle Grove, Franklin, Geeveston, Glendevie, 

Dover and Southport are all volunteer brigades. 

1.64 All brigades are able to respond to both structural and vegetation fires although the 

smaller brigades have limited capacity in relation to breathing apparatus. 

State Emergency Service 

1.65 A volunteer State Emergency Service Municipal Unit located at Huonville undertakes road 

accident rescue and provides first response in event of emergencies such as storm and 

flooding. 

Health Services  

1.66 Medical practices are located at Cygnet, Huonville, Geeveston and Dover.  Huon 

Eldercare provides aged care facilities at Franklin and the Esperance Multipurpose Health 

Centre provides services at Dover. 
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Community Groups 

1.67 A number of community groups, sporting clubs and service organisations operate 

throughout the Huon Valley, with volunteers that can be called upon in the event of an 

emergency. 

Industry and Commerce 

1.68 The region is dominated by four major industry groups: 

• aquaculture and fishing  

• agriculture 

• forestry  

• tourism 

1.69 The salmon industry in Tasmania is the most valuable in Australia and 75% of all Tasmanian 

Salmon is grown and processed in the Huon Valley.  The two main companies in the area 

are Huon Aquaculture and Tassal. 

1.70 Agriculture in the Huon is dominated by cherry and apple growing.  The apple industry is 

Tasmanian’s main fruit crop however fruit such as cherries and strawberries have grown in 

significance.  A large seasonal labour force is employed in this area. 

1.71 The Huon Valley has approximately 80,000ha of land managed by Forestry Tasmanian. The 

industry has suffered significant decline over the past 3 or 4 years. 

1.72 The Huon Valley Council is active in promoting tourism and the area boasts a variety of 

attractions such as the Tahune Airwalk, Hastings Caves and the Huon Trail.  An increase in 

tourism has resulted in the increase in the number of local businesses that are tourism 

orientated. Each of the major towns has a variety of small stores such as newsagents, 

supermarkets, takeaways etc.  The largest store in the district is Woolworths Supermarket, 

located in Huonville.  

Hazard Summary 

1.73 Hazards identified and considered within the scope of this project have had varying event 

history. General information available and the history of impact on the Huon Valley are 

detailed below: 

Severe storm 

1.74 On a seasonal basis the Huon Valley is subject to winds that can be strong enough to 

cause damage to buildings, trees and power lines. 

1.75 The highest recorded wind speed in Hobart was 150km in September 1995 and the 

strongest winds in Tasmania were recorded at Maatsuyker Island in 1996 (198km/h).   

Flooding – river 

1.76 Minor flooding occurs in Huonville on a regular basis with the northern side of the Huon 

River and Wilmot Street being the main area affected where some 13 residences are 

located.  Severe floods occurred in 1901, 1947, 1958 and 1960. 

1.77 Flood mapping of Huonville and environs has been undertaken and flood height markers 

are installed at strategic areas in Huonville. 

1.78 Flash floods can occur with the last large flood occurring in 1996, resulting in inundation of 

large areas of Huonville and Geeveston.  In this particular event flood water covered the 

main street to the town centre roundabout and caused major disruptions to road 

accessibility, sewerage treatment and domestic water supplies. Tidal influences can be a 

key factor influencing river heights.  
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Flooding – storm water 

1.79 At varying times Huonville Township has been subjected to flooding of the storm water 

system, resulting in major infiltration into the sewer system and impacting on the ability of 

the main sewer pump station for Huonville to cope.  In addition, flooding of some 

households has occurred in the Sale Street/Shield Street area. 

Bushfires 

1.80 The Huon Valley has had a long history of bushfires.  The most devastating fires were on 7 

February 1967, when multiple fires swept through the south and other parts of Tasmania 

claiming 62 lives and destroying over 1,300 homes and 128 major structures. 

1.81 Some fires, whilst not destroying homes, have impacted on the economics of the area.  

One such fire at Glen Huon destroyed a large pine plantation with a resultant loss of many 

tones of timber.   

1.82 The risk of bushfire impacting upon the community has increased in recent years due to 

influx of new residents into rural areas.   

1.83 In recent years, Council has been committed to ensuring that subdivision and building 

approvals have fully accommodated appropriate standards for minimizing risk. 

Dam Failure 

1.84 There are three major dams within that could have a direct impact on the populated 

areas within the Huon Valley, namely Scotts Peak Dam - Lake Pedder, Edgar Dam – Lake 

Pedder and Riley’s Creek Dam - Geeveston. 

1.85 A Dam Safety Emergency Plan has been prepared for the Riley’s Creek Dam.   Flood 

mapping has also been undertaken on the Scotts Peak Dam and Edgar Dam. An 

Evacuation Plan for communities downstream of Scotts Peak and Edgar Dams is 

maintained by the Council, TASPOL, Hydro Tasmania and SES.     

Human Disease 

1.86 Immunisations provide effective prevention against tetanus, diphtheria, whooping cough, 

poliomyelitis, measles, mumps and rubella all of which are well known, often fatal infections 

diseases.  Partnerships with local government encourage parents to maintain full 

immunisation of children.  

1.87 The 2009 flu pandemic saw a global outbreak of a new strain of H1N1 human influenza 

virus often referred to as "swine flu".  The outbreak began in Mexico in April 2009 and 

quickly spread across the world. A vaccine was created the pandemic began to taper off 

by November 2009.The incident highlighted the need for pandemic planning. 

Plant Disease 

1.88 Tasmania has enjoyed a “clean green” image for many years and the State Government 

continues to impose strict quarantine controls on the import of plant material from the 

mainland and overseas. 

1.89 A relaxation of import regulations could have devastating consequences on Tasmania’s 

agricultural industry.  

Animal Disease 

1.90 The Commonwealth and State Governments currently recognise 61 exotic animal diseases, 

the major diseases are foot and mouth (FMD) and mad cow disease.  Both would have 

significant adverse effects on Australia and the Huon Valley if they were to entire the 

county.  It is likely that recovery from the adverse impacts of an outbreak would take some 

years. 
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Road Accidents 

1.91 The Huon Valley has a history of road accidents, both single and multi-vehicle, with mainly 

cars or light commercial vehicles involved.  

1.92 The increase in tourism is also resulting in increased number of cars, recreational vehicles 

(campervans) and tourist coaches.  Heavy vehicles such as log trucks operate on the Huon 

and Channel Highways 24 hours per day.  

1.93 The mix of vehicle types, road and weather conditions provides the potential for a major 

accident involving a significant number of people. 

Terrorist Activity 

1.94 The terrorist attacks of September 2001 in the USA and in Bali in October 2002 caused 

Australians to re-examine the potential for a terrorist threat on home soil. 

1.95 In Tasmania the TASPOL and DPAC facilitate the development of whole-of-government 

policies relating to counter-terrorism and enhance operational capabilities for prevention, 

response and recovery in relation to terrorist threats. 

1.96 The National Terrorism Public Alert System is a range of four levels that communicate an 

assessed risk of terrorist threat to Australia.  The four levels are low; medium; high and 

extreme.  As at February 2015, Australia is at a high level of alert.  This means that a terrorist 

attack is likely.  The National Terrorism Public Health Alert System guides national 

preparation and planning.  It also dictates levels of precaution and vigilance to minimise 

the risk of a terrorist attack occurring.  The Australian Government regularly reviews alert 

levels. 

1.97 Within Tasmania, in a terrorist situation or period of significant threat, the Ministerial Security 

Committee has ultimate responsibility for Tasmanian strategies relating to counter-

terrorism.  The Chair of this committee is the Premier of Tasmania.  The State Crisis Centre is 

activated when an incident is imminent or has already occurred. 
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Section 2 Governance and Management 

Roles of Government and Emergency Management Partners

2.1 In Australia, the three spheres of government (Commonwealth, State and municipal) work 

in partnership to achieve safer, sustainable communities through robust emergency 

management arrangements. The Tasmanian Emergency Management Plan provides a 

summary of the different roles of government for emergency management. Non-

Government Organisations, industry/professions, communities and individuals complement 

the work of Governments for emergency management. 

2.2 At municipal level, councils have a central role in coordinating and facilitating a range of 

emergency management activities for all hazards, as well as resourcing specific council 

responsibilities for emergency management.’ 

2.3 The Municipal Committee plays a pivotal role in meeting these requirements. 

The Legal Framework for Emergency Management 

2.4 In Tasmania, functions, powers and authorities for emergency management are provided 

in the Emergency Management Act 2006. The Act establishes a flexible emergency 

management system including emergency powers for the appointment of workers for 

emergency management functions including Municipal Coordinators, Deputy Municipal 

Coordinators and Municipal Chairpersons. 

2.5 Supporting responsibilities are established in the Local Government Act 1993 and the 

accompanying Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993 for 

council functions and powers that include: 

(a) a providing for the health, safety and welfare of the community 

(b) representing and promoting the interests of the community 

(c) providing for the peace, order and good government of the municipal area. 

Emergency Powers and Declarations 

2.6 Powers related to specific hazards and/or functions are established by specific State 

legislation or national arrangements (in some instances Commonwealth legislation can 

also provide authority).   

2.7 The Emergency Management Act 2006 provides additional powers for Regional 

Controllers, the State Controller, the Minister and the Premier to authorise and/or direct 

authorised officers to take action for the protection of life, property and the environment. 

There are three types of powers established by the Act:  

(a) risk assessment powers, authorised by the State Controller (s36) 

(b) emergency powers, authorised by the State Controller (s40) 

(c) special emergency powers (under a declared state of emergency) authorised by the 

Premier. In this circumstance, Regional Controllers automatically have emergency 

powers conferred to them (s42). 

2.8 These powers can be authorised at any time, provided the criteria set out in the Act are 

met. Municipal Coordinators provide advice to the Regional Controller/SES Regional 

Manager if they believe specific powers should be authorised.  

2.9 Conversely if powers under this act are authorised the Regional Controller/SES Regional 

Manager will assist Municipal Coordinators to perform the functions required of them.  Any 

specified authorised officer, which may include Municipal Coordinators, may need to 

implement the powers as required by the authorisation. 
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Emergency Management Governance 

Figure 2 Municipal Emergency Management Governance 
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2.10 The Huon Valley Emergency Management Committee, chaired by the Mayor, or 

representative, is supported by the Municipal Coordinator from Huon Valley Council as 

required by Sections 19-24 of the Emergency Management Act 2006.   

2.11 The Municipal Committee maintains a Terms of Reference which are reviewed 

approximately every two years and noted by the State Emergency Management 

Committee. 

2.12 The Huon Valley municipal area is part of the Southern Region. The Southern Region 

Emergency Management Committee has overarching responsibility for regional 

emergency management activities. Each municipal area is represented on the Regional 

Committee, by the Municipal Coordinator. 

2.13 The Regional Committee is chaired by the Regional Controller and supported by the SES 

Regional Manager as the Executive Officer. Sections 13-18 of the Emergency Management 

Act 2006 establish these responsibilities and functions.  
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Responsibilities 

2.14 The following table summarises the responsibilities of Management Authorities and councils 

for hazards. This table is not intended to be exhaustive, and changes can be made by 

agreement through the consultation framework over the life of this plan and/or as required 

during emergencies. More detail for comprehensive responsibilities is included in the 

regional plan. 

Table 5 Response and Recovery Responsibilities 

Row Hazard Response Management 

Authorities 

Typical Council Support Function and 

Activities 

1 Bio-security emergencies 

(includes exotic animal, 

plant and marine 

disease, and pest 

emergencies 

DPIPWE 

Bio-security and Product 

Integrity Division 

Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Access to disposal facilities 

Plant and machinery 

2 Coastal erosion DPIPWE Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Plant and machinery 

3 Earthquake TAS POL Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Building inspections 

Engineering assessments 

Plant and machinery 

4 Energy supply 

emergency (Includes: 

petroleum, gas, 

electricity. Excludes: 

energy infrastructure 

failures) 

State Growth Property identification 

Local operations centres 

Advice on facilities requiring  priority 

restoration 

5 Environmental 

emergency (including 

marine pollution and 

spills) 

DPIPWE Environment 

Division 

Infrastructure information including storm 

water and sewerage 

Plant and machinery 

6 Fire - national parks and 

other reserves 

DPIPWE Parks Community information 

Plant and machinery 

7 Fire - declared forest 

land/state forest 

Forestry Tasmania Community information 

Plant and machinery 

8 Fire - urban, and privately 

managed rural land 

TFS Property identification 

Road closures 

Plant and machinery 

9 Flood - dams TAS POL 

(Assisted by dam owner) 

Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Community information 

Plant and machinery 

10 Flood - rivers SES/Police/Councils Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Community information 
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Row Hazard Response Management 

Authorities 

Typical Council Support Function and 

Activities 

Plant and machinery 

11 Food contamination DHHS 

 

Premises inspection 

Infection controls 

Community Information 

Property identification 

12 Hazardous materials-

chemical, liquid fuel, 

explosives (unintentional 

release of) 

TFS Property identification 

Road closures 

13 Hazardous materials-

radiological 

(unintentional release) 

TAS POL Property identification 

Road closures 

14 Influenza pandemic DHHS  Flu clinic facilities 

Community information 

15 Infrastructure failure-

buildings 

TAS POL Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Community information 

Plant and machinery 

16 Infrastructure failure-state 

roads and bridges NB 

includes traffic disruption 

State Growth Roads and 

Traffic Division 

Local operations centres 

Community information 

Plant and machinery 

Alternative transport routes 

17 Intentional violence (e.g. 

CBRN attacks, sieges, 

terrorist events) 

TAS POL Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Community information 

Plant and machinery 

18 Landslip, landslide TAS POL Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Community information 

Plant and machinery 

19 Public health emergency DHHS 

 

Premises inspection 

Infection controls 

Community Information 

Property identification 

20 Sea inundation from 

storm surge 

DPEM Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Plant and machinery 

21 Space debris TAS POL Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Plant and machinery 

22 Storm, high winds, 

tempest 

SES Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 
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Row Hazard Response Management 

Authorities 

Typical Council Support Function and 

Activities 

Plant and machinery 

23 Transport crash: 

road vehicles 

TAS POL Local operations centres 

Plant and machinery 

Road closures 

Alternative transport routes 

 

24 Tsunami and related sea 

inundation 

DPEM  Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Plant and machinery 

25 Water supply 

contamination 

DHHS 

 

Property identification 

Road closures 

Local operations centres 

Plant and machinery 

Management of water carriers 
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Section 3 Emergency Management Arrangements 

This section describes the general arrangements for emergency management in the Huon Valley 

area. It has 4 sub sections: 

 

Prevention and 

Mitigation 

This section describes the current focus of prevention and mitigation for municipal 

emergency management. 

Preparedness This section describes what is done to be ready to respond and manage recovery, 

before an emergency occurs or is imminent.  

Response This section describes what is done when an emergency occurs or is imminent.  

Recovery This section describes what is done in similar time frames to response to support 

recovery in the short-term and the longer term across the 4 recovery elements: 

• social 

• infrastructure 

• economic 

• environmental. 
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Section 3.1 Prevention and Mitigation 

3.1.1 This section describes the current focus of prevention and mitigation for municipal 

emergency management. 

Overview 

3.1.2 The Huon Valley Municipal Committee provides input on a range of prevention and 

mitigation activities in collaboration with its emergency management partners at 

municipal, regional and state levels.  

Current Arrangements 

Research 

3.1.3 Through its membership, the Municipal Committee maintains an awareness of research 

for hazards and emergency management relevant to the municipal area. These hazards 

were described in Section 1 of this plan. 

3.1.4 Findings of research that has relevance for the Municipal Committee’s emergency 

management partners (including the community) are communicated/shared in a 

coordinated and appropriate way by committee members.  

Risk Management 

3.1.5 Each organisation is responsible for conducting risk assessments based on the findings of 

credible research, and incorporating the outcomes into their risk management programs 

and hazard registers as required. Risk assessment and risk management activities are 

completed in line with the relevant national standard e.g. AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009 and the 

relevant requirements/guides of each participating organisation.  

3.1.6 Outcomes of the Tasmanian Emergency Risk Management Project coordinated by the 

SES over 2003-2004 are reviewed by the Municipal Committee and it is responsible for 

updating them on case by case basis, in consultation with stakeholders.  Aspects that 

affect this municipal area are used as the basis for regular reviews to this plan, so the 

arrangements address the major risks to community safety. 

3.1.7 Appendix 5.2 summarises the current risk assessment findings and identifies the following 

general responsibilities for treatments: 

(a) council responsibility 

(b) partnership: combination of councils, State Government agencies, Industry, 

Individuals 

(c) state government agency, Industry Association, Industry sector or individual 

(d) whole of government responsibility. 
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Protective Security and Business Continuity 

3.1.8 An emergency event will have an impact on the business of the Huon Valley Council and 

the community.   

3.1.9 Each asset owner/service provider is responsible for maintaining systems, processes and 

resources to achieve an appropriate standard of business continuity.  

3.1.10 Council has implemented change to ensure that Council Offices remain functional in the 

event of a major emergency, should an electricity outage occur.   Wiring has been put in 

place to accommodate an emergency generator.  This independent power source will 

enable communications lines (i.e. telephones and computers) to remain open.  

3.1.11 The independent power source will also enable Council to relocate its operations to 

another building (providing that a line of sight is available to Herring Back).  

3.1.12 Off-site computer backup storage arrangements are in place with hardware suppliers in 

case of break down and disaster recovery.   In the event of a major emergency in the 

Kingborough municipal area, Council will need to participate in their disaster recovery 

process as communication resources are shared.  

3.1.13 Supply/redundancy of main services such as water, sewer and electricity are of particular 

importance for local emergency management operations and mean relationships and 

arrangements are reviewed on an ongoing basis with asset owners/managers.  

3.1.14 Protective security practices have been developed at State level and government 

organisations maintain their own arrangements to enhance security. Specific advice 

related to counter-terrorism practices can be provided by the State Security Unit. 

Land Use Planning 

3.1.15 Land use planning responsibilities are identified in the Land Use Planning and Approvals 

Act 1993 and are largely managed by council.  

3.1.16 Huon Valley planning schemes require consideration of fire protection measures in bush 

fire prone areas as well as impacts arising from flooding.  The Council is developing a new 

planning scheme for the Huon Valley which will contain contemporary measures to 

address potential hazards such as bush fire, flooding, sea level rising etc. For further 

information:  www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au.   

3.1.17 The A new planning scheme has been prepared for the Huon Valley municipal area as 

part of a major State-wide planning reform process.  This will result in Council’s current 3 

planning schemes being replaced with one.  The new planning scheme is awaiting 

approval by the State Government.  
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Section 3.2 Preparedness 

3.2.1 This section describes what is done to be ready to respond and manage recovery, before 

an emergency occurs or is imminent. 

Overview 

3.2.2 Preparedness is managed collaboratively between State Government, councils and their 

emergency management partners. 

3.2.3 Work health and safety legislation and general legal requirements of individuals form the 

basis ‘preparedness’ obligations e.g. employers are required to prepare their workers for 

the workplace environment, including emergencies.  

3.2.4 Specific state and Commonwealth legislation establishes hazard and function specific 

responsibilities for regulators and government agencies (see the summary of legislation in 

TEMP Appendix 5.3) 

3.2.5 Furthermore, the Emergency Management Act 2006 identifies a number of additional 

responsibilities that are specific to preparedness at the municipal level including: 

(a) council responsibilities for: 

(i) providing resources and facilities for the management of emergencies in the 

municipal area in accordance with the municipal plan (Section 47) 

(ii) providing facilities and resources for the municipal State Emergency Service 

Unit/s as well as the storage and maintenance of the equipment used by the 

unit/s and areas for training (arranged in conjunction with the Director State 

Emergency Service Section 49) 

(iii) making recommendations for the Municipal Coordinator and Deputy roles 

(Sections 23-24) and providing a chairperson for the committee (Section 21). 

(b) the preparation and maintenance of a municipal emergency management plan for 

the municipal area (Section 34) 

(c) establishment of a Municipal Emergency Management Committee (Section 22) 

(d) State Emergency Service responsibilities in Section 26 to: 

(i) provide advice and services in accordance with emergency management 

plans 

(ii) recruit, train and support a volunteer workforce.  

3.2.6 Support Agencies and owner/operators of specific facilities maintain processes and 

arrangements so they are ready to: 

(a) fulfill their roles in emergency management 

(b) achieve ‘business as usual’ for as long as possible, as well as 

(c) coordinate recovery and support broader recovery efforts after the emergency, if 

required. 

Current Arrangements 

Municipal Emergency Management Committees 

3.2.7 The consultation framework is outlined in Section 2 of this plan. This framework is 

coordinated by the State Emergency Service with the SEMC and Regional Committees 

and is maintained with the support of councils, Non Government Organisations and other 

organisations. 

3.2.8 For this area, the Municipal Committee has an important role in maintaining relationships 

so information is shared and effective arrangements are in place for emergency 
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management.  It is chaired by a council representative (usually a Councillor) and the 

Municipal Coordinator is its Executive Officer. Terms of Reference support the Committees 

involvement. (see Appendix 5.3) 

Capacity and Capability 

3.2.9 State Government agencies and Government Owned Businesses maintain their own 

capacity and capability arrangements. In the municipal context the following points are 

important: 

(a) relief arrangements for council emergency management roles 

(b) emergency management education and training for council workers 

(c) maintaining the Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre 

(d) maintaining basic systems so resources can be requested and shared. 

Relief Arrangements for Council Emergency Management Roles 

3.2.10 The following list shows the relief model for key municipal emergency management roles:  

 

Primary Role: Usual Delegate: 

Municipal Chairperson (Councillor holding the 

Portfolio for Emergency Management) 

 

Municipal Coordinator (Recreation Services 

Coordinator) 

Deputy Municipal Coordinator (Environmental 

Health Officer) 

Municipal Recovery Coordinator (to be determined) Deputy Municipal Recovery Coordinator (to be 

determined) 

Education and Training 

3.2.11 The Municipal Coordinator coordinates general inductions for workers with emergency 

management functions. The SES Regional Manager and Regional Social Recovery 

Coordinator assist as required.   

3.2.12 Scenario planning session will be conducted at various times by a wide range of 

stakeholders. Municipal Committee members attend these and/or arrange for relevant 

people from their organisation to attend and/or participate where relevant. 

Coordination Centres 

3.2.13 Emergency events require a high degree of operational coordination.  The extent of such 

coordination will invariably depend on the magnitude of the event.  There are levels of 

coordination which combine to enable effective emergency response and recovery 

arrangements to be implemented.   

3.2.14 In respect to this plan there are: 

(a) Incident Control Centre (ICC) 

(b) Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre (MECC) 

(c) Regional Emergency Coordination Centre (RECC) 



Huon Valley Municipal Emergency Management Plan Issue 6, 2015 Page 32 of 79 

Incident Control Centre (ICC)  

3.2.15 Operational control of an emergency is the responsibility of the response management 

authority through their Incident Control Centre (ICC).  

Emergency Operation Centre 

3.2.16 Support agencies, such as Municipal Councils command their operations from an 

Emergency Opeations Centre (EOC). The Huon Valley Council EOC is located in the SES 

Buildingat Skinner Drive, Huonville. 

Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre (MECC)  

3.2.17 Complex emergency events are likely to require higher levels of coordination.  When an 

emergency escalates beyond the response Management Authority’s capacity or when a 

multi-agency response is needed, a Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre (MECC) 

may be needed. 

3.2.18 The Huon Valley Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre will be established at the 

Huon Valley SES Headquarters Building located at Skinners Drive, Huonville and may be 

activated by the Municipal Coordinator or the General Manager of the Huon Valley 

Council. 

Regional Emergency Coordination Centre (RECC) 

3.2.19 Should an event require more extensive management support a RECC can be 

established.  The RECC can be activated through the Executive Officer of the Regional 

Emergency Management Committee, upon direction of the Regional Controller. 

3.2.20 Functions of the RECC are to: 

(a) provide information to the State Controller and the SES; 

(b) assist the Regional Controller to coordinate response to major events involving more 

than one organisation 

(c) coordinate resources 

(d) provide a public and media information service. 

3.2.21 The RECC for Southern Tasmania is located at the SES Regional Headquarters in Bathurst 

Street Hobart, but may be relocated to suit the emergency as directed by the Regional 

Controller.  

Maintaining Contact Information   

3.2.22 A contact list for municipal emergency management is maintained by the Municipal 

Coordinator. It is checked at each committee meeting, updated and circulated to 

members and stakeholders. The Regional Committee’s contact list is an important 

supplement to the Municipal Committee’s contact list. It is updated in a similar way 

(coordinated by the SES Regional Manager).   

Community Warnings and Public Information 

3.2.23 This section summarises the main points so public enquiries can be handled, warnings 

issued and public information can be provided during/after emergencies.  For the 

arrangements to issue warnings or open call centres refer to Section 3.3 of this plan 

(Response). 
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TasALERT 

3.2.24 TasALERT is Tasmania’s official emergency information source and provides an 

emergency warning and information system in an online platform.  It is administered by 

the Tasmanian Government Department of Premier and Cabinet, and provides a single 

source of clear and consistent emergency and resilience information from across 

emergency services and government agencies. 

Points for Public Enquiries 

3.2.25 The organisations represented on the Municipal Committee all maintain a number of 

different enquiry points for public enquiries. Details are as follows: 

 

Organisation  Enquiry Point  

Tasmania Fire Service (24 hour) Phone service 6230 8600 

fire@fire.tas.gov.au 

Tasmania Police Police assistance line 131444 

tasmania.police@police.tas.gov.au 

TasWater Call Centre 136992 

State Emergency Services (24 hour) Phone service 132500 

ses@ses.tas.gov.au 

Forestry Tasmania Huon District  

(24 hour) Phone 62957111 

(follow prompts for after hours calls) 

forestry.tasmania@forestrytas.com.au 

Parks & Wildlife 1300 135 513 

Bureau of Meteorology   (03) 6221 2000 

www.bom.gov.au 

Huon Valley Council Information Service 

3.2.26 The Huon Valley Council will be a vital source from which members of the community can 

gain advice and information relating to an emergency event.  It is critical that the 

information being provided to the public is both timely and accurate.  The best way to 

achieve this is through a designated information service. 

3.2.27 The information service will not only provide the community with direct access to 

information relating to an emergency it will also help to reduce the number of calls made 

to the EOC.   

3.2.28 Where more detailed information is required the information service can provide callers 

with a link to the EOC.  

3.2.29 It should be noted that the information service is distinct from the EOC and the MECC 

and will act in support those centers. 

Establishment and Staffing  

3.2.30 An information service will be established by the Huon Valley Council during an 

emergency event with the aim of providing general information to the public before, 

during and after an event. 

3.2.31 The objective of the information service is to: 

• advise the public of likely events and precautionary actions to be taken in advance 

of an anticipated emergency 
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• advise the public of appropriate action for the public to take or who to contact 

during an emergency event 

• advise the public as to the appropriate contacts for the Recovery Management 

issues, either during or immediately following an emergency. 

3.2.32 Dedicated emergency telephone lines will be activated and act as an “emergency 

hotline” to provide the public with up to date information.   

3.2.33 Information updates will be provided to the information service operators through the 

EOC or the MECC, as applicable. 

3.2.34 Staffing of the information service is the responsibility of Corporate Services Department 

within the Huon Valley Council and staff numbers may vary depending on the magnitude 

of the event. 

3.2.35 Designated staff within Corporate Services will be responsible for setting up, activating 

and managing the information service. 

3.2.36 The information service will operate from the Huon Valley Council Chambers 40 Main 

Street, Huonville.  

Available Warning Systems 

3.2.37 Public warnings systems are maintained by responsible agencies.  

For example, the Tasmanian Fire Service has adopted three main warnings for the fires 

season which will be broadcasted by ABC radio: 

Bushfire Advice – this message will advise the community that a fire has started but there is 

no immediate danger and includes general information to keep up to date with 

developments. 

Bushfire Watch and Act – this message represents a heightened level of threat.  Conditions 

are changing and it is time to start taking action to protect families. 

Emergency Warnings – this warning will indicate that people in specific locations are in 

danger and need to take action immediately, as they will be impacted by fire.  This 

message may be preceded by an emergency warning signal (a siren sound). 

3.2.38 This plan recognises that warnings to the public are most effective when key messages 

are developed in advance.  Messages will be maintained in draft form so they can be 

made specific to each circumstance. 

3.2.39 Emergency warning systems relevant to the Huon Valley are:  

• flash and mainstream flooding (BoM) 

• severe weather (BoM) 

• bush fire (TFS) 

• emergency Alert (all hazards) (TFS) 

• road closure (TAS POL) 

• tsunami (TAS POL). 

• Standard Emergency warning Signal (TAS POL) 

• Local ABC Radio (primary Support Agencies or response Management Authority) 

Public Information Readiness 

3.2.40 Response Management Authorities are responsible for maintaining scripts about hazards 

for use by TEIS (Tasmanian Emergency Information System) in draft form so they can be 

customised as required. The Municipal and Regional Committee are developing draft 

scripts that can be customised to broader impacts of emergencies/ recovery matters. 
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Municipal Emergency Management Plans 

3.2.41 The Municipal Committee is responsible for the maintenance of this plan. The plan is 

reviewed every two years after it was last approved. The SES provides guidance for the 

plans format and content and arranges for its approval by the State Controller.  

3.2.42 Section 4 of this plan provides more information about this plan including the Distribution 

List. The current version of this plan is available from the SES website and the Municipal 

Coordinator. 

3.2.43 Each organisation represented on the Municipal Committee is responsible for maintaining 

their own plans and procedures and making sure they are aligned with the arrangements 

in this plan. 

Standard Operating Procedures 

3.2.44 Response Management Authorities maintain detailed standard operating procedures, 

which clearly describe how they will provide their respective services in the event of an 

emergency.  These procedures should clearly outline organisational capabilities and the 

identification of trigger points where additional support from other agencies becomes 

required. 

3.2.45 In addition, response Management Authorities should familiarise themselves with the 

operating procedures of organisation who would be likely to assist them during an 

emergency event. 

3.2.46 Regular multi-agency exercising in a range of different scenarios should be coordinated 

by individual response Management Authorities to foster this cross organisational 

understanding of emergency procedures. 

3.2.47 The standard operating procedures are to be reviewed on a regular basis with such 

review to be no less than annual. 

3.2.48 Huon Valley Council Standard Operating Procedures for flash flooding are held by the 

Municipal Coordinator. 

Pandemic 

3.2.49 A state plan exists in relation to pandemic preparedness.  The agency with management 

responsibility is the Department of Health and Human Services.   

3.2.50 One of the key elements in a coordinated response to a large sale health emergency 

such as a pandemic will be the establishment of Flu Clinics. 

3.2.51 Councils are responsible for the identification of Flu Clinic locations prior to an event.  

Special pandemic plans are being developed in consultation with DHHS around the 

establishment of these centres. 

Validations and Lessons Identified 

3.2.52 Validations are conducted as part of the emergency planning process to assess the 

effectiveness of emergency management arrangements. Validations include: debriefs, 

exercises and other workshops/meetings. 

3.2.53 Each member organisation is responsible for making sure their own processes and 

procedures are tested at regular intervals and also for participating in other validations 

where able. 

3.2.54 The planned validation activities for this plan are recorded in Section 4. 

3.2.55 Debriefs are conducted by each member organisation after both exercises and 

operations and combined debriefs for agreed operations are arranged by the Municipal 

or the Regional Committee. 

3.2.56 Lessons identified in debriefs are recorded and shared where relevant through the 

consultation framework. 
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3.2.57 The performance of municipal emergency management is progressively reviewed 

through debriefs and at committee meetings for the area and the region.  Where 

opportunities for improvement are identified, action is taken to address the emergency 

on a risk basis. 

Administration Systems 

3.2.58 Each organisation involved in emergency management is responsible for managing its 

own administration needs. These require ongoing maintenance so they are able to be 

used effectively in emergencies.  This usually includes two main areas:  

• information management 

• cost capture. 

Information Management  

3.2.59 Systems for managing information during emergencies include prepared 

templates/proformas etc. for: 

• Situation Reports 

• operational logs 

• resource allocation 

• recording expenditure (more information below in ‘Cost Capture’) 

• registration systems-spontaneous volunteers, public offers, affected groups e.g. 

businesses 

• supporting impact assessments (See Section 3.2 TEMP for recommended items to be 

recorded). 

Cost Capture/Financial Administration 

3.2.60 To gain post-emergency financial support from State or Commonwealth governments the 

Council is required to maintain accurate records of all expenditure relating to an 

emergency event. 

3.2.61 Council has a specific emergency management function within its annual budget and a 

specific account number will be set up to track costs associated with a particular 

emergency event.  The level of detail or separation of costs will be dictated by the nature 

and extent of the emergency.  

3.2.62 All expenditure during emergencies is to be approved by the General Manger or other 

authorised personnel before commitments are made.  
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Section 3.3 Response 

3.3.1 This section describes what is done when an emergency occurs or is imminent. 

Overview 

3.3.2 Arrangements for response are based on pre-agreed roles and responsibilities being 

undertaken in a coordinated way. Broad responsibilities for hazards or functions are 

usually established in legislation and the planning process is used to establish 

arrangements that draw on these responsibilities in a practical, flexible and scalable way 

to reduce the threat to life, property or the environment. 

3.3.3 The roles and responsibilities relevant to municipal emergency management are 

summarised in Section 2 of this plan. This section records how these roles and 

responsibilities are generally used. 

3.3.4 The following paragraphs describe the general arrangements for response. They should 

be referred to when: 

• arrangements for the emergency are inadequate/overwhelmed 

• the arrangements can enhance/complement what is already in place. 

3.3.5 The arrangements described in this section are designed to address emergencies that 

occur in this municipal area, although these same arrangements can be used to support 

response for emergencies affecting other municipal areas or the region as a whole.  

3.3.6 Emergency powers exist so authorised action can be taken to resolve emergencies.  

Primary powers and responsibilities are generally established in hazard specific State 

legislation and then incorporated in hazard specific plans.  Additional powers are 

provided in the Emergency Management Act 2006 and can be applied when the 

relevant criteria are met. 

3.3.7 Overall control of an emergency can be assumed by emergency management 

authorities e.g. the Regional Controllers.  

Command, Control and Coordination 

All Hazards Response Arrangements and Escalation 

3.3.8 When an emergency occurs, initial response actions are usually carried out at the 

emergency site by those who have the primary responsibility for protecting the life, 

property or environment that is being threatened. In the first instance this is usually the 

asset owner/manager of the property/premises and/or the people at the emergency site. 

3.3.9 Where people are not present or able to respond effectively, specified agencies have 

authority to take control of the emergency. In this plan they are identified as the response 

Management Authority. 

3.3.10 Response Management Authorities are supported by Support Agencies and councils can 

be requested to support response and make resources available. The usual way these 

requests are made is by direct contact with the Municipal Coordinator. At this point, 

consideration is given to the practicalities of opening the Municipal Emergency 

Coordination Centre to coordinate resources and requests (if it isn’t already open). See 

Appendix 5.5 for more information about the centre. 

3.3.11 The General Manager is responsible for providing adequate staff and resources to 

operate the municipal coordination centre and the Municipal Coordinator is responsible 

for arranging the centre to be opened and managing it. More detailed operating 

procedures are maintained in Appendix 5.1 Associated Documents. 

3.3.12 Liaison Officers for responding agencies can support fellow workers at the emergency 

scene and provide advice to other agencies at Emergency Operations Centres/ 
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Emergency Coordination Centres and/or senior managers who are monitoring the 

emergency. 

3.3.13 The SES Regional Manager usually assists and advises MC/MECC and is responsible for 

briefing the Regional Controller (and other stakeholders as required).  

3.3.14 The SES Regional Manager is responsible for arranging regional support to councils, should 

this be required. 

3.3.15 The Regional Controller can assume overall control of response/ recovery operations 

(Section 18 of the Act).  Emergency powers from the Emergency Management Act 2006 

do not need to be authorised for this to occur.  

Operational Communication 

3.3.16 The response Management Authority is responsible for notifying the Chairman and 

Municipal Coordinator of the Huon Valley Emergency Management Committee of the 

emergency. 

3.3.17 The Municipal Coordinator is to ensure that the General Manager is notified of the 

emergency. 

3.3.18 If it is necessary to convene a meeting of the Huon Valley Emergency Management 

Committee, the Municipal Coordinator is responsible for notifying members of the time 

and venue of the meeting. 

Consequence Management 

3.3.19 The Regional Controller’s efforts are usually focused on consequence management 

(including public information strategies). This usually occurs in consultation with members 

of the Regional Committee and other relevant stakeholders coordinated by the SES 

Regional Manager. If further assistance is required, the Regional Controller can make 

requests to other regions or to the State Controller. 

3.3.20 Offers of assistance from organisations that are not usually part of response arrangements 

(e.g. from the community, industry, celebrities, other regions/jurisdictions and interstate 

agencies) are handled by the response Management Authority, although they can be 

referred to the SES Regional Manager. 

3.3.21 Figure 3 summarises the general command, control and coordination arrangements for 

hazards affecting the municipal area.  These show model arrangements and are applied 

as required for each emergency. 
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Figure 3 Response Management Structure 
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Emergency Powers 

3.3.22 Emergency powers are established in the Emergency Management Act 2006 and are 

summarised in Section 2 of this plan (see paragraph 2.5). The SES Regional Manager will 

coordinate activities on behalf of the Regional Controller when emergency powers are 

authorised.   

3.3.23 The table below provides a summary of a typical management process for response 

although it is important to note that as every emergency is different, variations can and 

will occur. 
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Table 6 All-Hazards Response Process  

Row. Phase Response actions Council considerations 

1

  

Alert Monitor emergency 

Brief stakeholders 

Advise council stakeholders and committee 

Monitor situation 

2

  

Stand-By Prepare to deploy for response 

Arrange warnings (if relevant) 

Update stakeholders 

Nominate media/information officer 

and advise stakeholders 

Update stakeholders (council, committee and 

response Management Authority) and 

circulate latest version of contact list/Action 

Cards 

Locate keys to centres, notify of centre 

managers of the potential for use 

Draft staff rosters for centres/tasks for next 24 

hours 

Locate supplies that are likely to be needed in 

the first few hours e.g. stationary; references 

(Plans, map books, contact lists), extra 

equipment (phones, lap tops, printers), 

tea/coffee. 

Nominate media officer and advise response 

agencies 

3

  

Respond Assess emergency scene 

Establish command and control 

arrangements 

Deploy resources and request extra 

assistance as required 

Assess impacts and effectives of 

response strategies 

Consider evacuation 

Provide further warnings and public 

information as required 

Provide information: Sit Reps and 

public information 

Conduct impact assessments and 

provide updates 

Establish and communicate coordination 

location for council resources/requests 

Manage requests for assistance/resources 

Open and manage centres as required e.g. 

assembly or evacuation centres 

Provide community with information 

Ongoing assessment of impacts especially for: 

power supply, potable water, transport 

disruption, public/environmental health 

conditions and recovery needs 

Update stakeholders and Regional Controller 

as required 

Coordinate meals, relief/accommodation for 

council workers 

4

  

Stand 

Down/ 

Recovery 

Handover 

Assess effectiveness of response 

actions 

Plan for end of response 

Liaise with council/Regional Controller 

regarding the status of recovery 

operations and arrange ’hand over’ 

as required 

Confirm end/close of response and 

stand down 

Collate logs, costs etc. and assess 

needs for re-supply 

Confirm end/close of council operations for 

response 

Liaise with recovery workers and assess needs 

Reinstate transport routes etc. 

Update stakeholders and Regional Controller 

and confirm ongoing points of contact 

Close centres as agreed 

Collate logs, costs etc. and assess needs for re-

supply 

5

  

Debrief Conduct internal debrief/s 

Participate in multi-agency debriefs as 

required and report to Regional 

Controller/Committee 

Conduct council worker debrief 

Arrange for committee debrief and report to 

Regional Controller/Committee 
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Warnings and Public Information 

Warnings 

3.3.24 Warnings are issued by the BoM for severe weather and other events (e.g. floods, 

tsunami) and the TFS for fires and hazardous materials incidents. These warnings are sent 

to media outlets (radio and television) who broadcast the warnings which may be 

preceded by the SEWS (Standard Emergency Warning Signal) in accordance with 

Tasmania’s guidelines. These guidelines notes that the Regional Controller can request 

SEWS is used. 

3.3.25 Response Management Authorities are responsible for interpreting warnings and 

communicating the potential impacts and consequences to the community.  

3.3.26 Council may support warning dissemination in accordance with their own responsibilities 

and/or assist other groups if requested by the: 

(a) response Management Authority 

(b) SES Regional Manager 

(c) Regional Controller.  

3.3.27 Relevant Management Authorities and Support Agencies work together so that messages 

are consistent and coordinated. 

3.3.28 ‘Emergency Alert’ is a national capability that can send warnings to landline and mobile 

telephones via voice and text message in a geographic area. ‘Emergency Alert’ 

operates on a ’fee for service’. Cost recovery is coordinated at state level between TFS 

and the response Management Authority.  

3.3.29 Warnings sent using the Emergency Alert system are coordinated by the response 

Management Authority and TFS. If council identifies a need to use the system, this is 

arranged with the SES Regional Manager. 

3.3.30 The following table summarises current warning arrangements: 

 

Table 7 Summary of Natural Hazards, Warning Systems, Issuing Agency and Method 

 

Natural Hazards Warning Type Issuing 

Agency 

Method 

Flood    

Flood watch Early advice that alerts when the combination of 

forecast rainfall and catchment conditions 

indicate that flooding is likely for a geographic 

area or region. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

River Alert  Water level rises to this level may cause the 

isolation of stock in very low-lying and marshy 

areas. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Rainfall Alert  Total rainfall accumulated in the previous 24 

hours a the station has exceeded in the 

indicated threshold. 

BOM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Flood Warning  Warnings of Minor, Moderate or Major flooding 

are to provide advice on impending flooding so 

people can take action to minimise its negative 

impact.  These warnings are issued for 

BOM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 
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Natural Hazards Warning Type Issuing 

Agency 

Method 

catchments where specialised flood warning 

systems are operated and flood classifications 

have been defined for key river level sites.  The 

classifications are based upon the effect of 

flooding for some distance upstream and 

downstream of the key river height stations. 

The flood warnings message will identify the 

locations expected to be affected within the 

catchment as well as the expected severity and 

timing of the flooding. 

emails 

Minor flood 
warning 

(4m reading at the Judbury Bridge) 

Causes inconvenience. Low-lying areas next to 

watercourses are inundated which may require 

the removal of stock and equipment. Minor roads 

may be closed and low-level bridges submerged. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Moderate flood 
warning 

(6m reading at the Judbury Bridge) 

In addition to the above, the evacuation of some 

houses may be required. Main traffic routes may 

be covered. The area of inundation is substantial 

in rural areas requiring the removal of stock. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Major flood 
warning 

(7m reading at the Judbury Bridge) 

In addition to the above, extensive rural areas 

and/or urban areas are inundated. Properties 

and towns are likely to be isolated and major 

traffic routes likely to be closed. Evacuation of 

people from flood-affected areas may be 

required. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Severe 
thunderstorm 
warnings 

Provided when thunderstorms are expected to 

produce dangerous or damaging conditions: 

• hail greater than 2cm diameter 

• wind gusts greater than 100 km/h 

• flash flooding 

• tornadoes 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Severe weather 
warnings 

These warnings are provided when severe 

weather is expected that is not directly related to 

severe thunderstorms, tropical cyclones or 

bushfires. Examples include land gales, squalls, 

flash flooding, dangerous surf or tides.  (see 1- 4 

below) 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Damaging 
winds 

Gusts expected in excess of 100 km/h (75 km/h 

when wind is from the east or south – i.e. an 

unusual direction), ‘destructive’ winds above 125 

km/h 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Dangerous surf Issued when swell is expected to exceed 6 metres 

about the north and east coasts, and 7 metres 

about the southeast coast 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Abnormally 
high tides 

Issued when tides are expected to be sufficiently 

high to cause damage to foreshore areas or 

disruption to foreshore and maritime activities 

(generally when water level expected to reach 

40cm above normal spring tide level) 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Heavy Rain Issued when the rainfall rate over one hour is BoM Public: Media, BOM 
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Natural Hazards Warning Type Issuing 

Agency 

Method 

expected to exceed the 20% or 10% Annual 

Exceedance Probability (AEP) 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Severe 
thunderstorm 
warnings 

Provided when thunderstorms are expected to 

produce dangerous or damaging conditions: 

• hail greater than 2cm diameter 

• wind gusts greater than 100 km/h 

• flash flooding 

• tornadoes 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Bushwalkers 
weather alert 

Issued when conditions are likely to pose a 

danger to bushwalkers – generally cold, wet, 

windy weather 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Ice and frost on 
roads 

Road weather alerts – advise of potentially 

dangerous driving conditions e.g fog, low visibility 

in heavy rain, gusty winds, widespread frost, snow 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

website, Emergency 

Services: SMS, 

telephone calls and 

emails 

Fire    

Fire weather 
warning 

Issued when the rating on the fire danger scale is 

expected to exceed thresholds agreed to with 

fire agencies i.e. when forest fire danger index 

exceeds 38 in Tasmania. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

Website, 

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Advice ‘Bushfire Advice’ message – This will advise you 

that a fire has started but there is no immediate 

danger, and includes general information to 

keep you up to date with developments. 

TFS Public: Media, TFS 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Watch and Act Bushfire Watch and Act’ message – This 

represents a heightened level of threat. 

Conditions are changing and you need to start 

taking action now to protect you and your family. 

TFS Public: Media, TFS 

Website, 

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Emergency 
Warning 

Bushfire Emergency Warning’ – This will indicate 

that people in specific locations are in danger 

and need to take action immediately, as they will 

be impacted by fire. This message may be 

preceded by an emergency warning signal (a 

siren sound). 

TFS Public: Media, TFS 

Website, 

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Low - Moderate 
Fire Danger 
Rating  
 
(FDR 0-11) 
 
 

 

Fires breaking out today can be controlled easily. 

There is little risk to people and property.  

 

TFS Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website, 

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 
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Natural Hazards Warning Type Issuing 

Agency 

Method 

High Fire 
Danger Rating 
(FDR 12-24) 

 

Fires breaking out today can be controlled. 

People in the path of a fire are unlikely to be 

killed or seriously injured if they take shelter. Well-

prepared and actively defended homes can 

offer safety during a fire.  

 

TFS Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Very High Fire 
Danger Rating 
(FDR 25-49) 

 

Some fires breaking out today will spread rapidly 

and be difficult to control. There is a possibility 

that people in the path of a fire will be killed or 

seriously injured. Some homes may be destroyed. 

However, well-prepared and actively defended 

homes can offer safety during a fire.  

TFS Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Severe Fire 
Danger Rating 
(FDR 50-74) 

 

Some fires breaking out today will spread rapidly 

and be uncontrollable. People in the path of a 

fire may be killed or seriously injured. Some homes 

are likely to be destroyed. However, well-

prepared and actively defended homes can 

offer safety during a fire 

TFS Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

 
Extreme Fire 
Danger Rating 
(FDR 75-99) 

 

Some fires breaking out today will spread rapidly 

and be uncontrollable. People in the path of a 

fire may be killed or seriously injured. Many homes 

are very likely to be destroyed. Only well-

constructed, well-prepared and actively 

defended homes are likely to offer safety during 

a fire.  

 

TFS Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Catastrophic 
Fire Danger 
Rating (FDR 
>100) 

 

Some fires breaking out today will spread rapidly 

and be uncontrollable. There is a high likelihood 

that people in the path of a fire will be killed or 

seriously injured. Many homes are very likely to be 

destroyed. Even the best prepared homes will not 

be safe today. 

 TFS Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Tsunami    

No threat An undersea earthquake has been detected, 

however it has not generated a tsunami, or the 

tsunami poses no threat to Australia and its 

offshore territories. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Marine alert and 
Land Alert 

Warning of potentially dangerous waves, strong 

ocean currents in the marine environment and 

the possibility of only some localised overflow 

onto the immediate foreshore. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

Website, 

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 

Marine warning 
and Land 
warning 

Warning for low-lying coastal areas of major land 

inundation, flooding, dangerous waves and 

strong ocean currents. 

BoM Public: Media, BOM 

Website, TFS Website,  

Emergency Services: 

SMS, telephone calls, 

emails, Fax 
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Table 8 Key Flood Thresholds for Huon Valley 

Type Location/Area Class Threshold 

Rainfall Alert Cannels Hill  Automatic 25mm in 24 hours or less 

River Alert Harrisons Opening Automatic 5.0m 

River Alert Judbury Automatic 3.0m 

River Alert Huonville Automatic 2.5m 

Flood Watch Flood Watch for general region Product Flooding is likely at any of 

the forecast locations. 

Flood Warning Flood Warning for the Huon River Basin Product Minor flood levels are 

expected to be exceeded 

or have been exceeded at 

forecast locations. 

Flood 
Classification 

Huon River at Harrisons Opening Information Minor – 3.0m 

Flood 
Classification 

Picton River above Farmhouse Creek Information Minor – 3.0m 

Flood 
Classification 

Huon River at Tahune Bridge Forecast Minor – 4.0m 

Flood 
Classification 

Huon River at Judbury Forecast Minor – 4.0m 

Moderate – 6.0m 

Major – 7.0m 

Flood 
Classification 

Huon River at Huonville Forecast Minor – 3.0m 

Moderate – 3.8m 

Major – 4.2m 
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Table 9 Summary of Public Information Arrangements 

Row Location Scope of emergency 

information 

Provided by: Developed 

by: 

Cleared by: Distribution 

methods 

1 On-Site The emergency and 

its known impact 

Response 

Management 

Authority.  

Support agencies 

can advise 

about their own 

roles 

Response 

Management 

Authority.  

Response 

Management 

Authority.  

Media 

Agency 

websites 

Emergency 

Alert 

2 EOC/ECC Actions/responsibilities 

of the centre 

Centre 

Coordinator 

Centre 

Coordinator 

Authorised 

Emergency 

Management 

Coordinator  

eg Municipal, 

Regional 

Controller 

Media 

 

3 Other 

centres eg 

assembly, 

evacuation 

Actions/responsibilities 

of the centre 

Centre 

Coordinator 

Centre 

Coordinator 

Centre 

Coordinator 

Media 

TEIS 

4 Municipal 

area 

Impact of the 

emergency on the 

local community 

• Mayor • Council 

media 

officer 

• Council 

media 

officer 

• Media, 

council 

website 

• TEIS, CALD 

• Council switch 

board 

• Council 

media 

officer 

• Council 

media 

officer 

• Phone 

enquiries 

5 Within the 

region 

Impact of the 

emergency on the 

region 

• Regional 

Controller 

• SES 

Regional 

Manager or 

delegate 

• Regional 

Controller 

Media, council 

websites, EIS 

CALD 

 

• Response 

Management 

Authority 

• Media 

Officer 

• Response 

Manageme

nt Authority, 

regional 

liaison 

• Regional Social 

Recovery 

Coordinator 

• Regional 

Social 

Recovery 

Coordinato

r/ Media 

Officer 

• SES 

Regional 

Manager or 

delegate 

for Regional 

Controller 

6 Rest of the 

State 

Impact of the 

emergency for the 

State including relief 

arrangements 

• State Controller • SES 

Director,  

• TAS POL 

Media Unit, 

Govt. 

Media 

Office 

• SES 

Director,  

• TAS POL 

Media Unit, 

Govt. 

Media 

Office 

Media, 

agency or 

SCC website, 

TEIS 

CALD/others?? 

 

• Response 

Management 

Authority 

• Media 

Officer 

• Response 

Manageme

nt Authority, 

State liaison 

• Premier/Minister • Govt. 

Media 

Office 

• Govt. 

Media 

Office 
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Public Information 

3.3.31 Table 9 (on the preceeding page) summarises the arrangements for providing 

information to the public about the emergency.  In recent times there have been some 

changes in Tasmania’s capability and standards these are briefly explained below. 

Tasmanian Emergency Information Service (TEIS) 

3.3.32 Tasmania has a state call-centre capability known as the Tasmanian Emergency 

Information Service (TEIS). Managed by the Telecommunications Management Division 

(TMD) of the Department of Premier and Cabinet. This service provides an initial point of 

contact for the community to access self-help information following an emergency.  

3.3.33 The service is activated and deactivated by Service Tasmania on request from the State 

Controller following advice of Regional Controllers. It can also be activated by the 

Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet at the request a SEMAG member 

(usually for the response Management Authority or a major Support Agency for  recovery 

functions).  The decision to activate the service includes acceptance of a number of 

responsibilities including: 

(a) appointing a Liaison Officer to be located at the TEIS  for the duration of the 

activation 

(b) appointment of a supporting Information Manager. 

3.3.34 The service operates on a ‘fee for service’ basis and further details are available in the 

TEIS Operational Handbook (details can be found in the Associated Documents 

appendix). 

3.3.35 If council/Municipal Coordinator requires the TEIS, a request is made to the SES Regional 

Manager who will consult with the Regional Controller.  

3.3.36 If use of TEIS is approved, preparation of scripts is developed at this time, using a 

consultative approach. 

Working with the Media 

3.3.37 The local and regional media outlets assist to provide information to the public about 

emergencies. Agency’s involved in managing the emergency aim to provide comments 

through nominated media officers and limit their comments to their own role in response/ 

recovery activities. Queries outside this scope are referred to the response Management 

Authority or the Regional Controller/SES Regional Manager. 

Other Elements 

Evacuation 

3.3.38 Tasmania Police and Tasmania Fire Service have legislative power to order the 

evacuation of people but voluntary evacuation is the preferred strategy in emergencies. 

3.3.39 If the response Management Authority identifies a need for evacuation, then the 

Municipal Coordinator can be contacted for assistance. 

3.3.40 Council maintains a register of facilities that could be used for the provision of services for 

displaced persons. 

3.3.41 TFS also maintains a register of Nearby Safer Places for bushfires and will provide advice 

through the media and TFS website if they recommend these are used by the community. 

Impact Assessments 

3.3.42 The response Management Authority is responsible for coordinating impact assessments 

to be gathered and reported to other responding agencies and the relevant recovery 

officers (municipal/regional). Council may be asked to assist with this work. 

3.3.43 Impact assessments consider the following factors specifically: 
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(a) housing/accommodation needs 

(b) energy supplies 

(c) potable water 

(d) transport networks and alternative route planning 

(e) telecommunications 

(f) public/environmental health standards. 

3.3.44 Where transport corridors also provide access for other networks (e.g. energy, water, 

telecommunications) the asset managers/owners are involved as required in decision-

making.  

3.3.45 GIS capabilities can assist to record the outcomes of assessments and support broader 

consequence management planning. 

Registrations 

3.3.46 Registration is an important system for recording relevant details of persons affected by 

emergencies or involved in emergency operations. Common groups requiring registration 

are: 

(a) affected persons (e.g. people who are evacuated/their families)  

(b) other stakeholder/affected groups (e.g. businesses) 

(c) spontaneous volunteers 

(d) witnesses 

(e) potential donors/sponsors (equipment, services, supplies). 

3.3.47 Registration may be commenced by the response Management Authority and is 

coordinated by them. This can be supplemented or supported by regional arrangements 

for ongoing coordination of registrations e.g. the regional recovery arrangements. 

Council will immediately implement a registration system on the activation of an 

evacuation centre. TASPOL may also activate Australian Red Cross to use the Register, 

Find, Reunite System. 

3.3.48 Registrations are shared regularly through the response phase including with the SES 

Regional Manager and Regional Social Recovery Coordinator. 

Debriefs 

3.3.49 Debriefs provide an opportunity to review arrangements and decisions made. 

3.3.50 Key lessons identified are shared with stakeholders including the Municipal Committee, 

SES Regional Manager and/or the Regional Social Recovery Coordinator. 

3.3.51 The Municipal Committee is responsible for reviewing emergencies that are significant to 

the area. Where appropriate and agreed this review is conducted by the Regional 

Committee so lessons can be shared easily with emergency management partners.  

Operational Communications 

3.3.52 The statutory authorities have their own radio systems. The SES, TFS, PWS and Forestry 

Tasmania have a common radio network that can link state wide with transmitters at 

various locations within the Huon Valley. 

3.3.53 A number of private UHF CB radios are owned by residents however this is an unsecured 

network, subject to considerable interference and should only be used as a last resort.  It 

should however be noted that because of the number of radios especially in heavy 

transport there is the opportunity to use the network to reduce the traffic on the statutory 

radio networks. 

3.3.54 Additional support within the two-way radio system is available via the State Emergency 

Service (SES), which can be linked other agency networks. 
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3.3.55 Once the Municipal Emergency Coordination Centre has been activated the response 

Management Authority may establish a control network to link each of the agencies 

involved in the emergency operation.  Mobile radio communications may become the 

primary form of communication, should the emergency cause the loss of landline and 

mobile phone services.  

Volunteer Management 

3.3.56 Each response Management Authority is responsible for ensuring the effective 

management of public officers of volunteer support.  Volunteering Tasmania is able to 

assist in the registration and management of volunteers during an emergency as are 

other organisations which maintain and train volunteer elements within their workforce 

e.g. SES, TFS and TAS. 

3.3.57 Some emergency operations may not be suitable for untrained volunteers.  This concept 

must be acknowledged when volunteers may be placed in potentially hazardous or 

traumatic surroundings.  It is the responsibility of the response Management Authority to 

restrict access or participation in emergency operations to those volunteers who have 

been approved and registered to provide support. 

Resource Supply and Support  

3.3.58 At the request of a response Management Authority, resources of the Council and those 

other resources made available to it will be used under the control of the Municipal 

Coordinator. 

3.3.59 Council will maintain an up-to-date list of resources that can be utilised in response to an 

emergency event.  A current list is included in Appendix 5.6. 

3.3.60 The SES can access regional State or Commonwealth resources.  The availability of 

regional resources will be dependent on the extent of the emergency and other resource 

priorities.  Resources may also be deployed from other regions if available. 

Assistance to Adjoining Municipal Areas 

3.3.61 Huon Valley Council, when requested, undertakes to provide its own resources, where 

practicable and with the authorisation of the General Manager, to assist adjoining 

municipal areas in combating emergencies.  In this instance advice on actions taken 

should be provided to the Municipal Coordinator.  

Administration: Records and Finance 

3.3.62 Organisations involved in response are responsible for retaining all invoices/records of 

expenditure absorbing their own expenses. Some expenses may be recovered if 

State/Commonwealth relief arrangements are activated and records show the 

appropriate details.  

3.3.63 Records related to response are subject to the usual records management provisions and 

State archiving legislation and are treated accordingly.  Logs, reports and briefings from 

response and recovery are collated progressively, and stored centrally for future 

reference.  

3.3.64 Cost capture systems are established to align with the different types of eligible 

expenditure under the TRRA as follows: 

Category A: Expenditure that is given to individuals and families to ease personal 

hardship or distress arising as a direct result of an emergency caused by 

a natural disaster 

Category B: Expenditure for the restoration of essential public assets and other acts 

of relief or restoration including extra ordinary costs of response 

operations during the emergency.   

Costs covering staff salaries, wages and associated expenditure, (such 

as overtime and on-costs) are to be captured where agency or council 
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staff are redeployed from usual duties for the purposes of supporting 

response or recovery activities.   

3.3.65 Where claims are to be made for relief reimbursement under the Tasmanian Relief and 

Recovery Arrangements (TRRA), the Municipal Coordinator discusses the matter first with 

the SES Regional Manager. Where appropriate, a written application will be developed 

and submitted to DPAC Manager, OSEM.  

3.3.66 If Premier announces relief, councils collate records accordingly and pursue 

reimbursement. DPAC-OSEM will provide advice on request from councils.  
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Section 3.4 Recovery 

3.4.1 This section describes what is done in similar time frames to response to support recovery 

in the short-term and the longer term across the 4 recovery elements. 

Overview 

3.4.2 The purpose of recovery is to return a community to a condition considered acceptable 

by the community.  The arrangements are intended to satisfy the physical, psychological 

and societal needs of the community as soon as possible. 

3.4.3 The process of community reestablishment after an emergency event may be prolonged 

over many months or even years and council will be required to aid in the recovery 

process. 

3.4.4 Responsibilities for recovery rest primarily with council. These responsibilities can be met in 

partnership and with the assistance/support of State Government agencies and Non 

Government Organisations, coordinated using regional arrangements. 

3.4.5 The Regional Social Recovery Plan is the guiding document when recovery needs 

escalate beyond municipal arrangements.  

3.4.6 It is critical that recovery activities are planned and coordinated across all elements 

including: 

(a) social 

(b) economic 

(c) infrastructure 

(d) environment. 

3.4.7 The typical considerations in recovery include, but are not limited to: 

(a) assessing recovery needs across the four elements and prioritising the actions 

required 

(b) developing, implementing and monitoring the provision of recovery activities that are 

aligned as much as possible with municipal long term planning and goals 

(c) enabling communication with the community and community participation in 

decision making  

(d) where possible, contributing to future mitigation requirements or improvements to 

planning requirements (e.g. through debrief processes). 

Current Arrangements 

3.4.8 Figure 4 on the following page shows typical recovery arrangements for all hazards, 

showing the close relationship between response operation and recovery and spanning 

short – longer-term activities. These arrangements are applied as required in each 

situation and are described in more detail in the following paragraphs. 
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Short Term Arrangement and Recovery Centres 

Figure 4 Summary of Recovery Processes for Tasmanian Emergency Management  

 

 

3.4.9 In the immediate aftermath of an emergency, recovery services are delivered or 

coordinated by council.  Following consultation with the response Management Authority 

and other emergency management partners regarding the likely impact, recovery 

needs, capacity and local arrangements can be activated by the Municipal Coordinator 

or the SES Regional Manager.   

3.4.10 Regional recovery coordination is activated by the SES Regional Manager at the request 

of council. This may follow specific advice from the response Management Authority 

and/or the Regional Controller. 

3.4.11 Council is responsible for operating a facility that provides access to recovery services for 

the community (often called a ‘One Stop Shop’). The places currently identified as 

suitable for recovery centres/recovery functions are summarised in Appendix 5.9 or the 

Huon Valley Recovery Plan. 

3.4.12 These facilities are activated on the request or advice of: 

(a) Municipal Coordinator 

(b) Municipal Recovery Coordinator 

(c) SES Regional Manager 

(d) Regional Controller. 
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3.4.13 Council is responsible for continuing impact assessments particularly as they relate to 

recovery. This work will inform appropriate governance structures for medium and long-

term recovery process. 

Longer Term 

3.4.14 As noted in the previous paragraphs recovery services are delivered, wherever possible, 

from recovery centres and councils may establish a community-based recovery group to 

manage recovery efforts. The Municipal Recovery Coordinator manages this group and 

arranges for updates to stakeholders and record keeping as required. 

3.4.15 Affected Area Recovery Committees operate under the protection of the Emergency 

Management Act 2006 when the Regional/State Controller accepts the Terms of 

Reference developed by the committee. A model Terms of Reference for Affected Area 

Recovery Committees’ is available at www.ses.tas.gov.au. 

3.4.16 The Affected Area Recovery Committee’s role is to assist council by coordinating 

recovery activities through information sharing and collective decision -making. The 

typical membership of this committee is included in the model Terms of Reference and is 

usually chaired by the Mayor, or representative, of the affected council. 

3.4.17 The Affected Area Recovery Committee usually develops a plan that: 

(a) takes account of councils long-term planning and goals 

(b) includes an assessment of the recovery needs and determines which recovery 

functions are still required 

(c) develops a timetable for completing the major functions 

(d) considers the needs of specific population groups within the community, including 

but not limited to youth, aged, disabled and non-English speaking people 

(e) allows full community participation and access 

(f) allows for the monitoring of the progress of recovery 

(g) effectively uses the support of State and Commonwealth agencies 

(h) provides for the public access to information on the proposed programs and 

subsequent decisions and actions 

(i) allows consultation with all relevant community groups. 

3.4.18 The committee is responsible for arranging and monitoring a communications program 

for the duration of the recovery program. It can include but is not limited to: 

(a) forums/information sessions for the community 

(b) debriefs for recovery workers 

(c) progress reports for council, the community, the SEMC, and any other 

agency/organisation as agreed.  As appropriate this includes progressive 

summaries/analysis of records (financial and information). 

3.4.19 The Department of Premier and Cabinet can coordinate State Government agency 

recovery efforts to assist Affected Area Recovery Committees. 
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Elements 

3.4.20 The following table summarises the main points for managing and coordinating recovery 

in the longer term: 

Table 10 Recovery Summary 

Element and Examples Council Position Affected Area Recovery 

Committee 

Social 

• Emergency 

clothing/accommodation 

• Emergency catering 

• Personal support 

• Emergency cash grants/relief 

• Municipal Recovery 

Coordinator (with 

recovery partners e.g. 

NGOs and DHHS) 

• DHHS-THS 

Economic 

• Long-term legal, insurance and 

financial problems  

• Disbursement of funds from appeals 

• Property restoration (urban/rural)  

• Stock assessment / destruction /  

• Emergency feed for animals 

• Economic 

Development 

Coordinator 

• DSG with DTF 

Infrastructure 

• Priorities for the restoration of services 

and assets (power, water, 

telecommunications, transport 

networks/corridors) 

• Environmental/Public Health 

• Engineering/Works 

Manager 

• Environmental Health 

Coordinator/Officer 

• DSG 

• DHHS 

• Asset 

owners/managers e.g. 

Telstra, NBNCo, 

TasPorts, Hydro 

Tasmania, Tas 

Networks 

Environment 

• Impact assessments (environment 

focus)  

• Environmental rehabilitation  

• Disposal of animal carcasses, plant 

material or other infected matter 

• Environmental Officer • DPIPWE 
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Section 4 Plan Administration 

Plan Contact 

4.1 This plan is maintained by the Municipal Coordinator Huon Valley for the Huon Valley 

Municipal Emergency Management Committee. Feedback regarding this plan should be 

made in writing to: 

(a) Email: rbell@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 

(b) Mail: 40 Main Road, Huonville 7109 

(c) Office phone number: (03) 6264 0300 

Review Requirements and Issue history 

4.2 Section 34 of the Emergency Management Act 2006 requires that this plan is reviewed 

every 2 years after approval by the State Emergency Management Controller. 

4.3 This issue entirely supersedes the previous issue of this plan. Superseded issues should be 

destroyed, or clearly marked as superseded and removed from general circulation. 

 

Issue Status Year Approved Comments/Summary of Main Changes 

Version 1 September 2005 Update of the Huon Valley MEMP 

Version 2 December 2007 Update of the contact information 

Version 3 September 2009  Review  

Version 4 October 2010 Rewrite 

Version 5 September 2012 Review 

Version 6 August 2015 Review 

Distribution List 

4.4 This plan is issued electronically on the SES website, after it is approved. Print/paper copies 

are provided as follows: 

 

Organisation Position 

Council  Municipal Emergency Management Committee-all council members 

Mayor 

General Manager  

Manager Community Services 

SES Unit Manager, SES Unit 

Regional Manager, Southern Region (for Regional Controller) 

Manager Planning (for Director SES, State Controller, FireComm, Tasmania 

Police intranet and libraries) 

Tasmania Police Officer in Charge (OIC), Kingston Police Station 

Tasmania Fire Service District Officer (DO), SW District - Huonville  

Ambulance Tasmania Superintendent, Southern Region  

St John Ambulance Chief Executive Officer (for distribution to Volunteer Divisions) 

Neighbouring Councils Kingborough Council 

Derwent Valley Council 

Other Organisations Forestry Tasmania (Huon District – Geeveston) 
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Consultation for this Issue 

4.5 The review of this issue of this plan was coordinated by the Municipal Coordinator for the 

Municipal Committee.  

4.6 Over this period the committee invited comment from: 

(a) SES Regional Manager 

(b) SES Senior Planning and Education Officer 

(c) DHHS Regional Social Recovery Coordinator 

Communications Plan Summary 

4.7 Once the plan is approved its update will be communicated as follows: 

(a) paper copies will be sent to all positions listed on the Distribution List 

(b) endorsement by council 

(c) noted by the Regional Committee 

(d) the plan will be posted to the council website/available in Council Chambers foyer  

Validation of this Plan 

4.8 Arrangements in this plan will be validated within the two year review cycle by: 

(a) participating, where able, in other municipal/regional exercises 

(b) conducting/participating in relevant debriefs 

(c) conducting a discussion exercise. 
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Section 5 Appendices 

Appendices are part of the plan and as such are not to be updated/circulated as separate 

attachments, without being approved. 
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5.1  Associated Documents 

This plan summarises the emergency management arrangements for the Huon Valley area. 

Other documentation relating to the plan includes: 

Legislation 

 

LEGISLATION RELATED HAZARD/FUNCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Emergency Management Act 2006 All-hazard state-wide emergency 

management provisions 

SES 

Land Use Planning and Approval Act 

1993 

Planning schemes DoJ 

Local Government Act 1993 Council responsibilities DPAC 

Plans and Arrangements 

 

Row Title Custodian Version/Date Notes 

 Council maps for council roads 

and alternative transport plans 

Council TBA  

 Fire Management Plans  Forestry 

Tasmania 

2010/2011  

 Southern Fire Management 

Area: Fire Protection Plan 

State Fire 

Management 

Council 

2014  

 Municipal Recovery Plan Council Draft  

 Operational Handbook TEIS DPAC Version 9    

May 2009 

Available from SES Regional 

Manager 

 Protocol for Use of Emergency 

Alert 

TFS Version 3.3 

July  2012 

Available from SES Regional 

Manager 

 Southern Regional Social 

Recovery Plan  

DHHS   

 Southern Regional Emergency 

Management Plan 

SES  Available from SES Regional 

Manager and SES website 

 State Road and Bridge 

Emergency Management Plan 

State Growth Issue 1 

December 

2009 

Available from SES website and 

State Growth website 

www.transport. 

tas.gov.au/roads 

 Tasmanian Emergency 

Management Plan 

SES Issue 8 2015 www.ses.tas.gov.au/Publications 
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5.2  Huon Valley Emergency Risk Assessment 

In 2002 the Huon Valley Council received Commonwealth and State Government funding to 

undertake an Emergency Risk Management Assessment based on the AS/NZ4360 and the 

subsequent Emergency Management Australia ‘Emergency Risk Management Applications 

Guide (2000). 

The information obtained from the program was used in the Tasmanian Emergency Risk 

Management Project (TERMP) conducted over the period 2000 – 2003. 

The Huon Valley Emergency Risk Assessment was reviewed and updated by the Huon Valley 

Emergency Management Committee in September 2010. 

The Huon Valley Emergency Risk Management Program will be used as the basis for regular 

reviews of this plan.  This ensures that the Plan remains a current reflection of major risks to the 

Huon Valley Community. 

During the 2015 review of the Huon Valley MEMP the Huon Valley Emergency Risk Register was 

revised to include Industrial Explosion/Fire, and associated risk and control statements. The 

revision of the Register was not a comprehensive Risk Assessment review and did not include an 

evaluation of controls, or the analysis and evaluation of risks. 

 



Issue 6 March, 2015 Page 60 of 79 

Flood 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 01.01 There is a risk of the Huon River flooding and causing 

inundation to low lying areas located in the southern 

end of the Huonville Township, affecting residential and 

commercial premises.   

 

Inundation of the underground power control boxes 

could result in significant power interruption to the grid. 

 

Severe flooding could result in road closures on Glen 

Huon Road and Channel Highway. NB Alternate detour 

routes are present in both locations. 

 

Severe flooding could affect settling ponds at 

Ranelagh and interfere with sewerage pump stations. 

Standard Operating Procedures 

with early warning systems for 

affected areas. 

Flood height markers in strategic 

locations around the town. 

Investigate solutions with Tas 

Networks Energy  

 

Implement strategies to provide 

early warning to travelling 

public/commuters of potential road 

closures. Reporting systems 

Implement strategies to provide 

early warning advice to Tas Water 

Council /SES 

and BOM 

 

Council/BOM  

 

 

Council/Tas 

Networks 

 

Council/Bom 

 

 

Council/Bom 

Completed 

 

 

Completed  

 

 

Long-term 

 

Ongoing 

 

 

Ongoing 

HVC 01.02 There is a risk of flooding along the Franklin foreshore, 

which may cause inundation of residential properties in 

low-lying areas.  

 

The section of Huon Highway, locally known as Short 

Straight is particularly low and is susceptible to flooding. 

Identify warning systems i.e. High 

Tides coinciding with River Flooding. 

 

Raise flood prone section of the 

Highway. 

Council/BOM 

 

 

STATE GROWTH 

Done  

 

 

Long-term 

HVC 01.03 There is a risk of flooding from both Riley’s Creek and 

Kermandie River that may cause houses in Arve Road 

and Huon Highway to be affected. 

Flooding of the Kermandie River at the Scotts Road and 

Huon Highway junction could result in the temporarily 

isolation of the Dover and Geeveston Townships. 

Install warning gauges on Riley’s 

Creek and Kermandie River. 

 

Implement strategies to provide 

early warning to travelling 

public/commuters of potential road 

closures. 

Council /State 

Government 

 

 

Council/Tas Pol 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing 

HVC 01.04 There is a risk that flooding of the Agnes Rivulet may 

impact on the use of the recreation oval, caravan park 

and the Burtons Reserve. 

 

Low lying roads may be made impassable and some 

bridges near the township could be damaged. 

Standard Operating Procedures 

with early warning systems for 

affected areas. 

 

Flood height markers in strategic 

locations around the town. 

Council  

 

 

 

Council  

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Long-term 
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Storm water 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 02.01 There is a risk of storm water flooding in the Huonville 

Township affecting some households in Sale Street, 

Shield Street and Main Street Huonville. 

Upgrade storm water systems. Council 

 

 

Long-term 

 

Bushfire 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 03.01 There is a risk of bushfires occurring in the Huon Valley 

and resulting in the loss of properties or even human 

life. 

Fuel reduction burning.  Fire breaks 

and trails. Improved access. 

 

Ongoing maintenance of all fire 

management programs. 

 

Community education Programs. 

 

Develop legislative planning 

controls on building sites. 

 

Increase fire hazard reduction 

programs undertaken by municipal 

inspectors.  

 

Identify key emergency 

evacuation/meeting areas in the 

community. 

Interagency liaison and 

coordination 

Sharing of local brigade knowledge 

Introduce key warning systems 

TFS/Forestry 

Tas/PWL 

 

TFS/Forestry 

Tas/PWL 

TFS/Forestry 

Tas/PWL 

 

Council  

 

 

Council  

 

 

 

Council 

 

TFS/Forestry/ 

PWL 

TFS 

TFS 

Ongoing  

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

Ongoing  

 

Done  

 

Ongoing 

 

 

 

Done  

 

Ongoing  

 

Ongoing  

Done 
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Animal Disease 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 04.01 There is a risk of a major disease outbreak such as foot 

and mouth (FMD) occurring in Tasmanian and 

subsequently entering the Huon Valley.  This could be 

caused by the importation of infected meat or dairy 

products.   

An outbreak could significantly impact on livestock, 

commercial operations and tourism.  The recovery 

could take years.  

Lobby Federal and State 

Governments to ensure current 

quarantine standards are 

maintained. 

 

Lobby the Federal and State 

Governments to ensure there is no 

importation of products that may 

introduce disease into Australia 

(e.g. salmon products). 

 

Support public awareness 

programs for quarantine issues. 

Council  

 

 

 

 

Council  

 

 

 

 

 

Council/Local 

Industry  

Ongoing  

 

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

Plant Disease 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 05.01 There is a risk of plant disease such as “fire blight” 

entering Australia, through the importation of foreign 

fruit, and consequently entering Tasmania and the 

Huon Valley.   An outbreak of plant disease such as “fire 

blight” would have devastating impacts on the Huon 

Valley’s apple industry. 

Lobby Federal and State 

Governments to ensure current 

quarantine standards are 

maintained as a minimum 

standard. 

 

Lobby Federal and State 

Governments to ensure current 

importation bans remain in place 

on products likely to introduce 

plant disease. 

 

Support public awareness 

programs for quarantine issues. 

Council  

 

 

 

 

 

Council  

 

 

 

Council/Local 

Industry 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  
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Human Disease 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 06.01 There is a risk of human disease infecting members of 

the Huon Valley Community and resulting in 

incapacitation and or the loss of life. 

 

Lobby the Federal and State 

Governments to ensure that 

community health standards are 

improved. 

 

Participate in public health 

education programs. 

 

Participate in community 

immunisation programs. 

Council  

 

 

 

 

Council  

 

 

Council/Schools 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

Ongoing  

HVC 06.02 There is a risk of pandemic outbreaks such as the H1N1 

(Human Swine Flu) occurring Australia and subsequently 

affecting Tasmania and the Huon Valley.   

 

The results are likely to be major overload of existing 

medical services, school closures, business interruptions 

and potentially loss of life. 

Develop a pandemic plan for the 

Huon Valley. 

 

Identify a building suitable for 

operating a community 

assessment centre or flu clinic.  

 

Maintain strong links with DHHS 

and provide assistance where 

possible. 

Council  

 

 

Council  

 

 

 

Council/DHHS 

Ongoing  

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

Dam Failure  

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 07.01 There is a risk of the Lake Pedder or Scotts Peak dam 

failing and potentially discharging a large volume of 

water into the Huon River. 

Lobby and support Hydro 

Tasmania in developing a report 

into effects of a dam failure 

occurring. 

Council/Hydro 

Tasmania 

Completed  

HVC 07.02 There is a risk of the Rileys Creek dam failing and 

discharging a large volume of water into the 

Kermandie River. 

Dam safety emergency plan for 

Rileys Creek dam. 

Council  Completed 
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Road Accident  

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 08.01 There is a risk of a major road accident occurring in the 

Huon Valley due to the mix of vehicle types and road 

and weather conditions.  Results could be injury and/or 

the loss of life. 

 

Road accidents occurring on main highways could 

cause significant road closures and lead to the isolation 

of towns.    

Support State Governments and 

promoting of road safety 

programs. 

 

Undertake safety audits of council 

road network, particularly but and 

truck routes. 

 

Develop a program to rectify 

identified deficiencies with the 

road network. 

Council/State 

Government  

 

 

Council  

 

 

 

Council /State 

Growth 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

Terrorist Activity 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 09.01  There is a risk of terrorist activity occurring in the Huon 

Valley resulting in a wide range of implications on the 

community and threatening our freedom and way of 

life. 

 

 

 

Lobby Federal and State 

Governments to ensure anti-

terrorism laws remain in place. 

 

Protect water supplies from 

chemical and/or biological 

interference. 

 

Community education/awareness 

programs. 

 

Council/Federal 

and State 

Government 

 

Tas Water 

 

 

 

Federal/State 

and Council 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

Ongoing 
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Industrial Explosion/Fire  

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 09.01 There is a risk that an industrial explosion/fire could 

occur in the municipal area impacting on the 

community. 

 

 

 

Evacuation plans 

 

 

Regulations  

TasPol/Council/ 

State 

Government 

Council/TFS 

State 

Government 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  
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Climate Change  

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 09.01  There is a risk of climate change adversely affecting 

the agriculture/aqua culture industries in the Huon 

Valley.   

 

Additionally sea level rises and extreme weather 

patterns could significantly affect infrastructure and 

business/residential properties in low-lying coastal areas. 

Lobby Federal and State 

Government s for a study on the 

impacts on farming industries. 

 

Recognise the impact of climate 

change and modify planning 

schemes to limit development in 

low-lying coastal areas. 

  

Review domestic water storage 

areas to ascertain potential for 

increase in storage capacity. 

Council/Industry 

 

 

 

Council  

 

 

 

 Tas Water 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Long-term 

 

Tsunami 

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities 

For Treatments  

Implementation Timeframe 

HVC 10.01 The Huon Valley is in a low risk area due the minimal 

level of seismic activity.  Tsunami occurring in other 

locations around the globe could however impact on 

Tasmania and the Huon Valley, particularly along the 

sensitive coastal areas.   

 

Affects could also impact on the Aquaculture industry. 

Recognise the potential impact of 

a tsunami and modify planning 

schemes to limit development in 

low lying coastal areas. 

 

 

Research potential effects on 

industry. 

Council  

 

 

 

 

Council /Local 

Industry 

Ongoing 

 

 

 

 

Long-term 
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Power Disruptions  

ID Risk Statement  Preferred Treatment/s Responsibilities For 

Treatments  

Implementation 

Timeframe 

HVC 11.01 There is a risk that electrical supplies to Huon Valley 

could be interrupted for a significant length of time 

causing major disruptions to commercial operators. 

There is a risk that power interruptions could interrupt 

Council operations. 

There is a risk that power interruptions could affect 

essential services at Huon Elder Care and Esperance 

Multi-Purpose Health Centre 

Encourage commercial operators 

to develop business continuity 

plans.  

Purchase backup generator  

 

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies 

Tas Networks/ 

Council  

 

Council 

 

Tas 

Networks/Council/H

uon Elder Care 

Ongoing 

 

 

Completed 

 

Short-term 

HVC 11.02 There is a risk that significant power interruptions (more 

than 24hrs) could occur to the Huon Valley. 

Interruptions such as this will affect telecommunication 

lines. 

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies. 

Council/Telstra/ 

Tas Networks  

Mid-term 

HVC 11.03 There is a risk that power interruption will affect the 

Hutchins Pump Station (Huonville)  

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies. 

Council/Tas 

Networks/ Tas Water 

Short-term 

HVC 11.04 There is a risk that power interruption will affect the 

Dover Pump Station.  

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies. 

Council/Tas 

Networks/ Tas Water 

Short-term 

HVC 11.05 There is a risk that power interruption will affect the 

Southport Pump Station.   

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies. 

Council/Tas 

Networks/ Tas Water 

Short-term 

HVC 11.06 There is a risk that power interruption will affect the Port 

Huon Pump Station.   

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies. 

Council/Tas 

Networks/ Tas Water 

Short-term 

HVC 11.02 There is a risk that significant power interruptions (more 

than 24hrs) could occur to the Huon Valley affecting 

the water supply in Huonville and Dover.    

An interruption such as this will affect residents, 

commercial operators and essential services at Huon 

Elder Care and Esperance Multi-Purpose Health Centre. 

NB.  The new Regional Water Scheme, which comes on 

line in mid 2012, will necessitate revised considerations 

for Cygnet and Geeveston in relation to the impacts of 

major power failure. 

Undertake network modeling to 

identify deficiencies. 

 

Council/Tas 

Water/Huon 

Eldercare 

Short-term 
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5.3  Municipal Committee Terms of Reference 

PREAMBLE Section 22 of the Emergency Management Act 2006 outlines this 

committee’s purpose and functions generally as:“…to institute and 

coordinate, and to support the institution and coordination of, emergency 

management in the municipal area, or in the case of a combined area, in 

the municipal area that constitutes the combined area, including the 

preparation and review of the Municipal Emergency Management Plan 

and Special Emergency Management Plans that relate to emergency 

management..” 

CLAUSE 1 The Council by resolution has appointed the Management Committee to 

liaise with Council on the following: 

The preparation and review of the Huon Valley Emergency Management 

Plan and Special Emergency Management Plans that relate to emergency 

management. 

Institute and coordinate policy, arrangements and strategies for municipal 

emergency management, aligning activities where relevant with regional 

strategies and priorities. 

Enhance emergency management arrangements by reviewing the 

management of emergencies that have occurred in the municipal area 

and identifying excellence as well as opportunities for improvement. 

Provide a municipal forum for organisations with emergency management 

responsibilities in the municipal areas. 

 

CLAUSE 2 The Terms of Reference of the Committee shall be limited to making 

recommendations to Council on the following:  

The preparation and review of the Huon Valley Emergency Management 

Plan and Special Emergency Management Plans that relate to emergency 

management. 

Institute and coordinate policy, arrangements and strategies for municipal 

emergency management, aligning activities where relevant with regional 

strategies and priorities. 

Enhance emergency management arrangements by reviewing the 

management of emergencies that have occurred in the municipal area 

and identifying excellence as well as opportunities for improvement. 

Provide a municipal forum for organisations with emergency management 

responsibilities in the municipal areas. 

 

Clause 3 DEFINITIONS 

In these terms of reference the words mean: 

"Committee" means the Committee appointed by the Council. 

"Council" means the Huon Valley Council. 

"General Manager" means the General Manager of the Council. 

"Executive Officer" shall be the General Manager of the Council or his/her 

delegate. 

“Emergency Management Plan” a document required by the Emergency 

Management Act 2006 that describes governance and coordination 

arrangements and assigned responsibilities for a geographic area, 

identified hazard, or function relevant to Tasmanian emergency 

management. It includes descriptions of process that provide for safe and 

effective operations for emergency situations. 
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PART 1 - CONSTITUTION OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Members of 

Committee 

All members of the Management Committee shall be appointed for a term 

of three years by the Council and the Council may reappoint any Member 

and may remove any Member from the Committee and may appoint 

another Member in his/her stead. 

 

Proxies assume the member’s role if the member is unable to attend the 

meeting or is unable to perform their usual role for the committee. 

The membership of the Management Committee shall comprise of persons 

all of whom shall be appointed by the Council and shall represent the 

following: 

• Councillor (who shall be Chair)  

• State Emergency Services  

• Tasmanian Police  

• Tasmanian Fire Service  

• Parks & Wildlife  

• Forestry Tasmania 

• Tas Networks  

• Tas Water 

• Department of Health & Human Services 

• Municipal Coordinator Emergency Management (Kingborough)  

• Deputy Municipal Coordinator Emergency Management   

• Municipal Coordinator Emergency Management(executive officer). 

 

The Council may from time to time vary the number of Members 

constituting the Management Committee. 

The Committee may second expertise from outside sources as required. 

 

Tenure of Office 

and Removal 

from Office (5) 

Each member of the Committee shall hold office until his successor is 

appointed by the Council or until the Council revokes the appointment of 

any Member 

Office becomes 

Vacant (6) 

The office of any Member of the Committee shall become vacant if such 

Member is absent from three consecutive meetings of the Committee 

without leave obtained from the Committee on that behalf. 

Officers of the 

Committee (7) 

The Chairman of the Committee shall be the Councillor.  In the event of the 

death, resignation or removal from office of Chairman by the Council, the 

Council shall appoint a replacement as soon as practicable and the 

appointee shall take office as soon as the appointment is made by the 

Council. 

Deputy 

Chairman (8) 

The Committee may appoint a Deputy Chairman from amongst its own 

Members. 

Acting Chairman 

(9) 

In the absence of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman (if one is appointed) 

an Acting Chairman shall be elected by the Members present at any duly 

and properly constituted meeting of the Committee for the purpose of 

presiding over that meeting. 
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Executive Officer 

[10(a) & (b)] 

The Executive Officer of the Committee shall be the General Manager of 

the Huon Valley Council. 

The Executive Officer may delegate his role to another officer of the 

Council. 

Secretarial 

Support (11) 

The Huon Valley Council shall provide Secretarial support for the operation 

of the Committee. 

 

 PART 11 - COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 

Meetings (12) The Committee shall meet every six months and special meetings shall be 

called by the Executive Officer or his/her delegate on the requisition of the 

Chairman or Council. 

Quorum (13) The Quorum of the Committee shall consist of one more than half of the 

Members. 

Speaking and 

Voting Rights (14) 

Each Member shall have full rights to discuss and vote upon any matter 

before the Committee provided that all members of the Committee, 

whether members of the Council or not, are subject always to the provisions 

of the Interests Section of the Local Government Act 1993, and should not 

vote or take part in any discussion on any issue in which he or she has a 

pecuniary interest. 

Decisions (15) All motions shall be determined by a majority of the votes of those members 

present and entitled to vote.  Decisions made must be adopted by Council 

prior to implementation. 

Conduct of 

Debate (16) 

The provisions of Council's By-Law "Proceedings at Meetings” shall insofar as 

they are practicable and with such adaptations as are necessary apply to 

meetings of the Committee. 
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5.4  Centres for Emergency Management 

Emergency Operations Centres 

The following information summarises the main details for agency specific facilities that can be 

used as emergency operations centres: 

 

Organisation Municipal  Regional  

 Location Contact Location Contact 

Council: Huon Valley Council 

Chambers, located 

at 40 Main Street 

Huonville. 

Rebecca Bell  

MEMC 

  

TAS POL: Huonville Police 

Station, located Sale 

Street Huonville 

 

Marcus Pearce 

Senior Sergeant  

  

TFS: Huonville  

Geeveston  

Dover  

Cygnet  

Rod Sherrin 

District Officer 

South West 

  

SES: Huon Valley SES HQ 

Skinner Drive  

 

Unit Manager  

Naomi Cassidy  

Southern Region 

Headquarters 

Floor 1, 28 Bathurst St 

Hobart 

SES Duty Officer  

 

Emergency Coordination Centres 

The following information summarises the main details for facilities that can be used as 

emergency coordination centres: 

 

 Municipal  Regional  

 Location Contact Location Contact 

Primary Huon Valley SES unit 

Headquarters 

Building located at 

Skinners Drive, 

Huonville 

SES Unit Manager Southern Region 

Headquarters 

Floor 1, 28 Bathurst St 

Hobart 

SES Duty Officer  

Secondary Huon Valley Council 

Chambers, located 

at 40 Main Street 

Huonville 

Rebecca Bell  

MEMC 

Refer to SES Regional 

Manager 

N/A 
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5.5  Duties of Municipal Committee Members  

The Emergency Management Committee has the responsibility through the Municipal 

Coordinator for the establishment, review and testing of this plan.  

The Huon Valley Municipal Emergency Management Committee is made up of a number of 

representatives from within the Huon Valley. 

The elected member with the emergency management portfolio will Chair the committee and 

the Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator will act as Executive Officer. 

Chairperson of the Emergency Management Committee Responsibilities 

The Chairperson of the Emergency Management Committee is responsible for:  

(a) Managing and directing discussions during committee meetings 

(b) Actively promote emergency management in the community 

(c) Liaising with the Municipal Coordinator in relation to emergency management matters, 

which impact on the Huon Valley Council. 

Mayor Responsibilities 

As the civic leader, the Mayor is responsible for the following key functions: 

(a) Promote the importance of emergency management within council and across the 

community 

(b) Act as central media representative for the necessary general information to the 

community as outlined 

(c) To initiate public appeals and act as the focal point for queries by service clubs etc, which 

may wish to support the appeal or even start their own 

(d) To provide the link to Federal and State Ministers 

(e) To promote council support by talking to victims of the emergency and obtaining 

feedback on the effectiveness of emergency management.  Such information should be 

provided to the Huon Valley Emergency Management Committee 

(f) To talk to victims of the emergency and provide linkage between the community and 

council as part of the recovery process 

(g) Public presence to talk to victims of the crisis and obtain feedback on the effectiveness of 

emergency management and provide such information to the Municipal Coordinator 

(h) To talk to victims of the crisis to provide linkage between the ratepayers/residents and 

council as part of the recovery process.   

Councillor Responsibilities 

The role of Councillor is to: 

(a) Assist the Mayor as requested 

(b) Assist the Emergency Management Committee as requested. 

General Manager Responsibilities 

In relation to emergency management, the General Manager is responsible for: 

(a) nominating a Municipal Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator as per the Emergency 

Management Act 2006 

(b) providing the Huon Valley Council resource support as requested by the Municipal 

Coordinator. 
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Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator  

The Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator is responsible for the following: 

(a) representing council at the Southern Region Emergency Management Committee 

meetings 

(b) initiating the activation of this emergency management plan and or relevant sub plans as 

required 

(c) liaising with external agencies in all phases of emergency management 

(d) authorising required expenditure in combating an emergency event and advise council as 

soon as possible after such expenditure 

(e) directing the activities of the Municipal Deputy Coordinator 

(f) promoting emergency management training and education with the Huon Valley 

(g) providing comment on emergency management arrangements in Tasmania as required 

by reviews of legislation and subsequent state and regional plans 

(h) initiating ongoing risk assessment for the Huon Valley including subsequent reviews of this 

plan as required by the Emergency Management Act 2006. 

Deputy Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator 

The Deputy Coordinator is responsible for: 

(a) Carriage of tasks as requested by the Municipal Coordinator 

(b) Propose and or support emergency management initiatives 

(c) Performing the function of the Municipal Coordinator in her/his absence. 
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5.6  Plant and Equipment List 

This list below provides details of plant equipment located in the Huon Valley area that could 

be utilised during an emergency even.   

Huon Valley Council Heavy Plant 

Type of Plant Area of Responsibility  

Backhoe (JCB 3CX)5142 Roads  

Backhoe (JCB 3CX)5176 Roads  

Backhoe (JCB 4CX)5178 Construction  

Excavator 5.5 tonne (Kubota)5146 Roads  

Excavator 5.5 tonne (Kubota)5148 Roads 

Excavator 8.5 tonne (Volvo)5149 Construction 

Telehandler 2 tonne with Forks,Bucket,Lifting 

Jib (Manitiou) 5168 

Depot  

Tractor small with Bucket (John Deere 

3038E)5170 

Reserves  

Float Trailer (Skiddies) 5175 Roads  

Float Trailer (Freighter) 5174 Roads  

Loader Front End 5 Tonne (Cat) 5175 Southbridge Tip  

Loader Front end 11 tonne (Komatsu) 5144 Roads  

Tractor with tipper bucket (Ford) Huon Lawn Cemetery  

Tip Truck 4 tonne (Mitsubishi) 5104  Roads  

Truck with 6m long tray & Hiab Crane 

(Iveco) 5100 

Construction  

Tip Truck 11 tonne (Isuzu) x 2 5102/5106 Roads  

Tip Truck 4.5 tonne (Hino) 5107/5109 Reserves 

Tip Truck 12 tonne (Isuzu) 5108  Roads  

Tip Truck 3 tonne & Hiab Crane (Isuzu) x 2 

5114/5124 

Construction & Reserves 

Tip Truck 5.5 Tonne (Fuso) 5189 Roads 

Truck with Hiab Crane (Isuzu) 5184 Bridge Truck 

Water Cart for tip truck x 2 5180/5181 Roads 

Grader (Komatsu) x 2 5134/5136  Roads 

Tip Truck 12.5 tonne (Kenworth) 5110 Roads 

Tip Truck 5.5 tonne (Isuzu) 5126 Roads 

Tip Truck 12.5 tonne (Mack) 5122 Roads 

Tip Truck 2 Tonne Dual Cab & Hiab Crane 

(Isuzu) 5120  

Construction 

Tractor with Hydro mower (John Deere) 

5130 

Roads 

Tractor with Hydro mower (Lamborghini) 

5118 

Roads 
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Type of Plant Area of Responsibility  

Bus 12 seat (Ford Transit) 5652 Children’s Services 

Bus 22 seat (Toyota Coaster) 5632 Youth Services 

Street Sweeper /Vacuum Truck (Hino) 5128 Construction 

 

Huon Valley Council Small Plant 

Equipment Part Number on Plant  Location 

CHAINSAWS: Various  Depot 

   

POLE SAW  Various  Depot 

   

BRUSHCUTTERS: Various  Depot 

   

CUT-QUICK  SAWS: Various  Depot 

   

COMPACTOR'S: Various  Depot 

   

GENERATORS: Various  Depot 

   

PUMPS: Various  Depot 
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Privately owned Heavy & Small Earthmoving Equipment in the municipal area 

 

Name and Contact Details Type and Size of Equipment 

Duggans (Rodney Duggan)  

0409 970 184 

5 ton excavators (x2) 20 ton excavators (x2) 

10 yard tip trucks (x3) heavy equipment float also quarry products 

L&S Doyle (Lindsey Doyle) 

0418 397 585 

12 ton excavators (x2) 20 ton excavator  

 bobcats (x2) 10 yard tip trucks 3 also quarry products 

DL & KL Gordon (Squid) 

0418 575 279 

5 ton excavators (x2) 20 ton excavator 

Bobcat 10 yard tip trucks (x2)  

Woodies Digger (Jim Woodward) 

0408 135 015 

6 ton excavator, 20 ton excavator and D7 dozer  

10 yard tip trucks  

JW Phillips (John Phillips) 

0408 122 651 

22 ton excavators 10 yard tip truck, heavy equipment float also 

quarry products 

Huon and Channel Earthmoving 5 ton, 30 excavator 10 yard tip trucks, D4 dozer also heavy 

equipment float  
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5.7 Community Centres  

This list summarises a range of community buildings that may be useful for managing 

emergencies: 

Row  Community 

Centre  

Facilities  Location  Usage 

frequency 

Occupancy 

Capacity 

Comments 

1 Huonville 

Town Hall  

 

Limited male/female & 

disabled toilets 

Upstairs kitchen area 

 

Meeting rooms connected 

No communication lines in 

actual hall. 

Main 

Street, 

Huonville 

 

Weekly  

 

 

 

250  Connected to 

Council Chambers. 

2 Huonville 

Recreation 

Ground 

Huon Valley 

PCYC 

(Evacuation 

Centre) 

 

 

Huonville 

Football 

Clubrooms  

 

Huonville 

Scout Hall 

Very large building  

3 Male/4 Female/1 disabled 

toilets 

4 Male/4 Female showers 

Various meeting rooms 

Fully equipped first aid  

Computer, fax, phone lines 

Commercial kitchen 

 

Male/female/disabled 

toilets 

Meeting area & kitchen  

 

Male/female/disabled 

toilets 

Meeting area & kitchen  

Huonville 

Recreation 

Ground 

Wilmot 

Road, 

Huonville  

 

 

 

Heron 

Street, 

Huonville 

 

Heron 

Street, 

Huonville 

Daily 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly 

960 + 

 

(with 15 x 

portaloos & 

11x showers) 

 

 

 

300 

 

 

 

200 

Ideal major 

emergency 

evacuation centre. 

Fenced area - 

designated Pet 

Evacuation Area.  

 

 

 

Could be used in 

conjunction with 

PCYC if needed. 

 

Could be used in 

conjunction with 

PCYC if needed. 

3 Glen Huon 

Memorial Hall  

 

Aging male/female toilets 

Small kitchen area 

Meeting area No 

communication lines 

 

Glen Huon 

Road, 

Glen Huon  

Weekly  250 Adjoining oval could 

be used in 

conjunction with 

Hall. 

Suitable meeting 

location. 

4 Upper Huon 

Community 

Centre  

male/female toilets 

Separate kitchen area 

No communication lines 

Meeting room 

 

 

 

Glen Huon 

Road, 

Judbury  

Occasional  100 Adjoining oval could 

be used in 

conjunction with 

Centre 

Suitable meeting 

location. 

5 Ranelagh Hall  

 

Male/female & disabled toilets 

Kitchen area 

Phone, fax and computer lines 

Meeting rooms 

Marguerite 

Street 

Ranelagh  

Weekly 225 Identified as HVC Flu 

Evacuation Centre. 

Could be used in 

conjunction with 

Ranelagh Rec 

Ground. 

6 Ranelagh 

Recreation 

Ground  

 

Multiple buildings within large 

ground. 

Cricket Club Rooms 

Marguerite 

Street 

Ranelagh  

Weekly 

 

 

50 Adjoining oval could 

be used in 

conjunction with 

buildings. 



Huon Valley Municipal Emergency Management Plan Issue 6, 2015 Page 78 of 79 

Row  Community 

Centre  

Facilities  Location  Usage 

frequency 

Occupancy 

Capacity 

Comments 

 

 

male/female/disabled toilets 

Showers  

Kitchen & bar area 

Meeting room 

Playground Building 

male/female/disabled toilets, 

Kitchen  

Rural Youth Building 

male/female toilets & showers 

Hall 

 

 

 

 Designated Animal 

Evacuation Area for 

livestock and horses. 

 

 

8 Mountain 

River Hall  

 

Male/female/disabled toilets 

Kitchen area 

No communication lines 

Meeting rooms 

Mountain 

River 

Road, 

Mountain 

River 

Rarely  200 No other supporting 

infrastructure 

9 Franklin 

Clubrooms 

 

 

 

2 x Change rooms with 

showers and toilets. 

Small kiosk area.  

Small meeting room. 

Huon 

Highway, 

Franklin  

Weekly  15 Building could be 

used in conjunction 

adjacent oval or in 

conjunction with 

Palais Theatre 

10 Palais Theatre 

 

Male/female/disabled toilets 

Kitchen area 

Meeting rooms connected 

No communication lines 

Huon 

Highway, 

Franklin  

Weekly 200 Large hall with few 

facilities. 

 

Ideal meeting point. 

11 Shipwright 

Point Regatta 

Ground  

 

Large Reserve  

BBQ’s, tables and chairs 

Huon 

Highway, 

Port Huon 

Weekly 500-600 

 

(outdoor) 

Limited infrastructure 

12 Geeveston 

Medical 

Centre  

 

Male/female/disabled toilets 

Communication lines 

Meeting room/consulting 

rooms 

Independent power supply  

Car Park area 

Arve Road, 

Geeveston  

Daily  40 Potential meeting 

point 

13 Geeveston 

Community 

Building 

 

Male/female/disabled toilets 

Kitchen area 

Meeting rooms/office rooms 

Phone line. 

Brady 

Street, 

Geeveston  

Weekly  200 Could be used in 

conjunction with 

adjacent Heritage 

Park  

14 Kermandie 

Oval  

 

Football Clubrooms 

Male/female/disabled toilets 

& showers 

Kitchen, meeting rooms and 

phone lines 

Huon 

Highway, 

Geeveston 

Occasional  170 Adjoining oval could 

be used in 

conjunction with 

buildings 

15 Port Huon 

Sports & 

Aquatic 

Centre  

Swimming Pool 

Male/female/disabled toilets 

& showers. Multi court, Gym, 

squash courts etc  

Huon 

Highway, 

Geeveston  

Daily  300 Large space ideal 

evacuation centre. 

16 Surges Bay  Male/female/disabled toilets 

Kitchen area, meeting rooms, 

Esperance 

Coast 

Occasional  200 Adjoining oval could 

be used in 
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Row  Community 

Centre  

Facilities  Location  Usage 

frequency 

Occupancy 

Capacity 

Comments 

 outdoor BBQ area. No 

communication lines 

Road, 

Surges Bay 

conjunction with 

buildings 

18 EMPHC – 

Medical 

Service 

Male/female/disabled 

toilets/showers/laundry  

Commercial kitchen  

Communication lines 

Meeting room/consulting 

rooms 

Independent power supply  

Car Park area 

Chapman 

Ave, Dover  

Continuous 

 

 

40 Focal point for the 

Dover Community 

 

Potential meeting 

place 

19 Dover Cricket 

Club Rooms 

(size 18.5m x 

9.5m) 

Male, female disabled toilets. 

Kitchen and Change room 

Meeting room  

Huon 

Highway, 

Dover  

Occasional  50 Building can be used 

in conjunction with 

the adjacent oval. 

20 Dover Sports 

Centre  

(DoE owned) 

Large mulitcourt 

(no toilets) 

Huon 

Highway, 

Dover 

(located 

on school 

grounds) 

School 

Days 

Limited by lack 

of ablutions  

Could be used in 

conjunction with 

school facilities. 

21 Southport 

Community 

Centre  

 

Male, female disabled toilets. 

Small multi court and kitchen 

 

Main 

Road, 

Southport  

Monthly  200 Situated on 

acreage, which 

could be used in 

conjunction with the 

building. 

 

22 Pelverata  

(size 12m x 

6m) 

Male, female toilets  

Kitchen  

Meeting area  

Pelverata 

Road, 

Pelverata. 

Occasional  200 Limited parking no 

associated facilities. 

23 Cradoc Park  

(size 20m x 

8m) 

Large sheltered BBQ area with 

fire place, tables & chairs. 

Male, female disabled toilets 

and kitchen  

Channel 

Highway 

Cradoc 

Weekly  200 Ideal local meet 

point. 

24 Cygnet Town 

Hall  

(size 20m x 

12m) 

 

Male, female disabled toilets. 

Supper room and kitchen  

 

Mary 

Street, 

Cygnet  

Daily  200 Downstairs front 

offices used for 

private business. 

25 Burtons 

Reserve  

 

Large open space 

Male, female disabled toilets. 

Undercover BBQ area  

Scout Hall  

Containing kitchen, toilets, 

and showers and meeting 

area.  

Channel 

Highway, 

Cygnet  

Weekly  200 Camping options  

26 Cygnet Sports 

Centre  

(20m x 30m) 

Multi court area  

Male, female, disabled toilets 

& showers. 

Meeting room 

Phone & fax lines. 

Louisa 

Street 

Cygnet  

Weekdays 600 Building used by the 

Cygnet Primary 

School during 

weekdays. 

 


