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Project Brief 

1. Introduction 

The Arts and Heritage Advisory Committee of the Huon Valley Council has committed to 
engaging a consultant to undertake an assessment of indoor and outdoor venues within 
each major township. 

2. Goal 

Through the facilitation of community workshops, identify the most appropriate 
venues within each major township for arts use (as per goal 1B of the Arts & Heritage 
Advisory Committee’s Strategy & Action Plan). 

1B: - Council officers liaise with appropriate committees to identify most appropriate 
Council venue within each major township for arts use, and assess what upgrades may be 
required when funding is available to make it a viable community arts venue. 

3. Project Objectives 

The objective of this project is to develop the venues identified through this process 
into dedicated multi-purpose arts venues that meet national OH&S and accessibility 
standards. 

4. Tasks 

In consideration of the points listed in Attachment A, complete the following tasks: 
1. Prepare a list of all venues (indoor and outdoor) within each community that fit the 
purpose; 

2. Meet with patrons, producers and practitioners of each space to determine current 
usage, recent and/or planned upgrades; 

3. Determine the resources required to upgrade the facility/facilities and to what extent the 
upgrades occur. 

4. Detail findings in a report for the Arts & Heritage Advisory Committee. 

Disclaimer 

This document is prepared for information purposes only.  The information contained in 
this document may change and it is accurate as at August 2014.  Implementation of any 
works or upgrades identified or proposed within this document, will at all times be subject 
to Council’s management practices, Asset Management Plans and Budget. 

Background 

Johnstone McGee and Gandy  was commissioned by the Huon Valley Council in 2011 
entitled ‘Condition, Compliance and Upgrade Report for the Huon Valley Council’ 
detailing and costing the priorities for maintenance for all Council structures. The report 
has been deemed by the Huon Valley Council staff as too outdated to be relevant to this 
report.  
 
The Huon Valley Council is currently reviewing the halls in the Valley to update the JMG 
survey and to prioritise and budget maintenance works. The Council’s objective is to 
market the Huon Valley halls to organisers and entrepreneurs within the Valley and 
beyond. 



 4 

It is hoped that this document will be of some use to Council officers, as it canvases the 
point of view of hall users and catalogues their ‘wish-lists’, proposed upgrades and 
improvements. This document does not address the state of the fabric of the buildings 
except insofar as that matter is referred to by the people consulted.  
 
What cannot be predicted is the likelihood of a local resident coming up with an initiative 
that they are passionate about and mobilising a group to increase the usage of a particular 
venue, or the possibility of someone moving into an area, activating their community and 
using their local hall to the fullest extent. 
 
A further study could undertake an analysis of the precise economic benefit each hall 
generates for its local community, the Huon Valley economy and the HVC, however this is 
constantly changing with fluctuating interests and energies in user groups, so any study 
would be a ‘snapshot’. Almost all fundraising for local interest groups, charities and 
sporting groups, arts groups, political parties and schools is undertaken in the local halls. 
When private functions are held in a local venue, the money to pay for the function stays in 
the valley with local caterers, grocers, performers, production providers, photographers, 
alcohol outlets, florists and decorators. 
 
Although it is difficult to quantify the importance of the halls to the identity of local 
communities but almost everyone with an association with the valley will have a long list of 
positive associations with their local venue.  

Recommendations 

The lists of recommendations in this document reflect the priorities for maintenance and 
upgrades identified by hall managers and users as outlined in the Project Brief Task 2.  

Audience 

This report does not presume to be a definitive account of the Huon Valley Council owned 
venues in the Huon Valley, given the resources and the time frame of the research and 
drafting of the report. It has been drafted to be of interest to Arts and Heritage Advisory 
Committee for prioritisation of resources for maintenance and upgrades and provision of 
assets as per the Tasks outlined in the Project Brief. 

The other possible users may include: 

1. Hall managers who may be interested in co-operative resource and expertise sharing  

2. Huon Valley Council staff, in the compilation of a reference guide for regional touring 
groups/large festivals based in Hobart but with a regional focus (such as Ten Days on the 
Island), artists, producers or impresario’s looking for suitable venues in the Huon Valley 

and  

3. As a resource for enhancing hall income through opportunities for economic 
development that is community based, locally run and which would service the local 
community, and/or have the capacity to bring visitors into the Valley as audiences, festival 
goers, product launchers, adventure tourists, art tourists and shoppers. 
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Huon Valley Council Halls and 

venues in the Huon Valley  

including Dover High School  

and the Forest Heritage Centre 

in Geeveston which are not 

Council owned properties but 

are of strategic interest in 

their communities for the 

staging of cultural events. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
It is difficult to investigate the shared public spaces of the 
Huon Valley without being struck by the intensity of the 
affection and passionate enthusiasm of the management 
committees, users and the general public for these halls. 
 
This report identifies and describes the Huon Valley 
Council owned venues in the Huon Valley  (and cites some 
non-council venues) suitable for cultural presentations: 
performances, exhibitions and movie screenings.  
 
There are some circumstances where the OH&S and other 
standards are relaxed in heritage buildings where an 
upgrade would compromise the heritage values of a 
building. All the halls, except the Cygnet Town Hall 
Supper Room, have wheelchair access and accessible 
toilets.  
 
Several of these buildings have served as the cultural and 
social focus of their communities for a century or more. 
Some were built as memorials to the local men and women 
who served in two world wars and the honour rolls bearing 
the name of local dynasties are still proudly and reverently 
displayed. Several halls were constructed after the 1967 
bushfires destroyed the original community building and 
are a practical manifestation of the resilience of those 
communities. Several others have been built since the turn 
of the 21st century and are fully compliant with modern 
building, accessibility and OH&S standards.  
 
Irrespective of their age, size or aesthetic appeal, the fabric 
of these versatile buildings embodies the shared events, 
milestones, triumphs and tragedies, social history and 
local identity of the settlements that they serve. Some of 
the halls are the only physical marker of a rural locality 
that would otherwise be a cluster of dwellings and a name 
on a map. Apart from thousands of cultural events, the 
halls are also the repositories of shared memories from 
birthdays, engagements, weddings, funerals, wakes, family 
reunions, morning teas, shared dinners, suppers, working 
bees and other rites of passage. 
 
Some of the older buildings are surviving examples of 20th 
century interiors, with lustrous, waxed or varnished, dark, 
timber floors reflecting bluish daylight from small 
windows, astonishingly effective acoustics, hand-hewn 
timberwork, pressed tin ceilings, incandescent light 
fittings, sash windows, giant tea-pots, steaming urns and 
teetering piles of china. This interior experience evokes a 
sense of expectation that has all but disappeared from 21st 
century architecture.  

Interior of Dover Old School Gallery 
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These buildings are a living relict of community values and 
practices from a pre-television/internet/Facebook world. 
They are artefacts from a time when people’s houses were 
much smaller than at present and accommodated many 
more people. Social gatherings were held collectively in the 
local hall. Dinner parties were unheard of for all but the 
wealthy. 
 
The importance of Scouting and Guides is acknowledged 
in this document in the sections pertaining to the 
Geeveston Community Hall, the Huonville Scout and 
Guides Hall and the Cygnet Scout Hall. The continued 
existence of the Scout/Guide halls, and their concomitant 
membership, is a result of the dedication of the Scout and 
Guide leaders who have contributed so much in the social 
development of many hundreds of people who have grown 
up in the Huon, and those young people currently engaged 
in the increasingly complex task of growing up and 
assuming a role as a fair minded, confident and competent 
adult. 
 
Apart from the main user groups, cultural organisations 
and artists, there are several long-term community and 
commercial enterprises associated with some venues such 
as the Bendigo Bank in Geeveston and Southern Business 
Services in Cygnet. Non-profit organisations such as the 
Mountain River Landcare Group, history groups at 
Geeveston, Glen Huon and Ranelagh, Online Centres at 
Dover and Cygnet, the Huon Art Exhibition Group, Scouts 
and Guides at Huonville, Geeveston and Cygnet have their 
offices and/or operations centre and/or storage in some 
Halls. 
 
This report notes but does not detail the other main 
functions of the Huon Valley venues: private social events, 
fund raising events (including dinners, quiz nights and 
auctions), martial arts and physical fitness classes, indoor 
sports groups, polling stations, public information 
seminars held by government agencies and local interest 
groups.  
 
Similarly, because many of the hall buildings are 
integrated with outdoor settings, ovals, parks, barbecue 
areas, play grounds and water frontage, these are 
mentioned insofar as they may augment the use of the 
venues for large integrated outdoor festivals, cultural 
events and other initiatives that benefit the local 
community, showcase the Valley to visitors or provide a 
platform for the nurturing of local talent.  
 
Most of the food preparation and serving facilities are of 
acceptable standard with Southport Community Centre 
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and the Upper Huon Community Centre have recently 
constructed kitchens to commercial food preparation 
standards. The Huonville Scout and Guide Hall is due for 
refurbishment including a kitchen upgrade to commercial 
standard. The Glen Huon Hall Management Committee 
have identified the upgrade of their kitchen as their first 
priority. 
 
There are significant opportunities to create events that 
include pilgrimages across several venues and local 
businesses. For example, the promotion for the 
forthcoming art exhibition in the Mountain River Hall 
suggests a min-tour of a place to eat and another place to 
visit for a cider tasting, so that visitors from Hobart can 
‘make a day of it’ and maximize the benefit to the local 
economy, using an event to channel customers to local 
businesses. 
 
Other significant roles of the halls in the economic, 
cultural and community identity of the Huon include sites 
for storing and displaying honour rolls, commemorative 
plaques and other significant social memorabilia. Some 
buildings house internet nodes, solar power generation 
and water collection equipment.  
 
Most of the Halls discussed in this report have been 
identified in the ‘Huon Valley Municipal Emergency 
Management Plan’1 as being of use to any emergency 
management authority in managing emergencies.1 
 
Finally, there is seemingly no end to the innovative ideas 
for performances, festivals, events and social functions 
that can be dreamt up, however these will remain nothing 
but unfulfilled dreams without one or more impassioned 
people with capacity, time, resources and energy to devote 
to making these ideas a reality. When people with 
enthusiasm do emerge, it would be a great benefit to the 
whole community if the Huon Valley Council could help, 
support and facilitate their efforts. 
 

                                                   
1 Huon Valley Emergency Management Committee: ‘Tasmanian Municipal Emergency Management Plan – Huon 
Valley’ Issue 5  Section 5.7 ‘Community Centres’ p.72 
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What makes a successful venue 

Discussions with hall managers and users and inspections 
of the halls reveals that single most important asset for a 
hall to flourish within its local community is a person or 
group who are passionate and committed to their 
community and the life of their hall: maintenance, 
improvement and regular use.  
 
Active management groups generate income for the hall, 
which they re-invest in assets, which then serve to make 
the hire of the hall more attractive to prospective hirers 
and audiences. 
 
One factor that differentiates the halls that are in constant 
use from those that are not currently flourishing, is the 
evidence of care and personal touches that demonstrate 
the building/the community/the hirer/ the audience is 
valued (a little vase of flowers in the ladies, a box of dry 
kindling) irrespective of the aesthetics or the state of the 
repair and maintenance of the fabric of building. 

Huon Valley population and trends 

 
Recent ABS figures numbered the he population of the 
Huon Valley in 2011 as 15,140, growing steadily since 
14,737 in 2007.  
 
With an ageing population, access to shared spaces for 
senior members of the community is a very important 
resource. 
 
It is likely that all the halls and cultural infrastructure will 
be receiving more, rather than less use in the future with 
the proliferation of growers and makers markets, health 
and fitness classes and the regional focus of many large 
festivals. 
 
MMajor Population Areas 

 
Cygnet  4,064 
Geeveston/Dover  3,659 
Huonville/Franklin  8,118 
Tasmanian 
Population  

511,195 

 

Huon Valley Population Growth
2

 

                                                   
2 Source: ABS June 2011 Huon Valley Regional Population 
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Recommendations 

 
The users and managers of the Huon Valley venues have 
given serious consideration to the long term uses and 
improvements that they can undertake to best improve 
and maintain their hall and maximize the community 
benefits.  
 
The venue by venue lists of maintenance works and 
upgrades to be undertaken by either Council or the 
Management Committees and their volunteer groups 
starts on page 13. However the managers and user groups 
identified other key areas of help that they look to the 
Huon Valley Council to provide: 

• Scheduled upgrades, maintenance or repairs 
to the fabric of the building or infrastructure, 

• Administrative support to help with grant 
applications, insurance issues, promotion 
and marketing, security advice and locating 
production assets. 

• Access to production assets such as staging, 
hand-held radio set, data projector and 
screen, small sound system, draping, 
exhibition support with portable exhibition 
screens, picture hanging systems, plinths 
and directional lighting. There was an almost 
unanimous sentiment that the user groups 
did not want to own these assets or keep 
them on the premises; they just want to be 
able to source them periodically. 

Assets and equipment 

Managers and users would benefit from access to a central 
point for a pool of assets that could be drawn on by local 
groups for events around the Huon Valley (in the same 
manner that the HVC helps out with traffic management 
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signage, waste management bins, the youth van etc). Items 
identified include hand held radio comms, and shower 
block to augment the existing toilets for large events with 
an outdoor component, lightweight exhibition screens and 
plinths. HVC Council advice is that a mobile toilet block is 
available for use by Community Groups in the Huon. 

Register of assets and equipment 

The Council already provides an information kit for events 
organisers on the HVC website, along with the event 
permit application. Along with this resource, too assist 
community groups getting access to equipment the 
Council could maintain a register of existing assets around 
the valley available for loan or hire – such as moveable 
staging sections, chairs, marquees, and the Bendigo Bank’s 
PA, data projectors and shade structures. 
 
For example there is a redundant piano in the Huonville 
Town Hall and the Management Committee of the 
Ranelagh Soldiers Memorial Hall are looking for a piano. 

Acoustic dampening 

A fairly common problem with many of the halls is the 
acoustic reverberation – a problem that, in most cases, can 
be solved relatively cheaply by softening the hard surfaces 
with hangings or drapes and/or rolling out some mats. 

Venue resource kits 

Each venue should have a folder attached by a chain in a 
prominent place for the information of hirers, containing 
all the relevant permits and licences, a list of hall assets, 
rules of hire, a plan of the electrical circuitry, emergency 
phone numbers, a ground plan of the hall, location of keys, 
and any other information that would be of use to 
managers or hirers. 

Help with networking 

There are significant opportunities to create events that 
include several venues and local businesses. For example, 
the promotion for the forthcoming art exhibition in the 
Mountain River Hall suggests a min-tour of a place to eat 
and another place to visit for a cider tasting, so that 
visitors from Hobart can ‘make a day of it’. 
 
A one day conference for all the Huon Valley hall 
managers and users to meet and share ideas, expertise and 
experiences was suggested. 

Security 

Every community hall in the Huon faces issues with 
security as a result of the nature of public buildings being 

 

Above:  Security is an issue at all 
halls 

 



 12

untended for a large proportion of the time. An 
investigation into the security needs of the halls should be 
undertaken in consultation with the Hall Managers. 

Authorising management committee 

representatives 

When maintenance works and upgrades are being 
performed on the hall buildings, a representative of the 
management committee should be authorised to ensure 
that works do not compromise the historic fabric of the 
buildings or degrade their amenity values. 
 
 
 
 

Left: Promotional postcard of Lysbeth 
Driessen’s art show with suggested day trip 

to ‘My Slice of Pie’ and ‘Willy Smith’s’. 
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Summary 

 
Table 1: Suitability of venues 

Venues have been assessed on current usage and the ready availability of key 
infrastructure and assets associated with staging a theatrical event (a full scale show or a 
small cabaret), a music performance (a large, amplified ensemble down to a small, acoustic 
or semi-acoustic recital), spoken word (lecture, debate, poetry slam, reading, meeting, 
interview, panel etc), classes (including dance, choral, acting, rehearsals, workshops etc), 
movie screening and art exhibition (2D, 3D, performance pieces, installations and multi-
media). 
 
Dover High School hall is not a Council owned venue, however it is the only performance 
space suitable for a concert or show located south of Franklin, and given that it is run in 
close association with the Dover community, it is included in this review. 
 
The Forest Heritage Centre, in Geeveston, is not strictly a venue but the upstairs gallery is 
one of the three the most suitable Council owned premises for an art exhibition in the 
valley. The other two are the Old School Gallery in Dover and the Cygnet Town Hall. 
 
Those HVC venues that have bar facilities do not have a bar licence. Obtaining a liquor 
licence is the responsibility of hirers for specific events. The venues mentioned in this 
document that do have licences are not HVC premises, for example the Dover Golf Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

Table 1: Summary of Venue Suitability 
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Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Table 2: Venue infrastructure & assets 
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TTABLE 3:  OH&S AND ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS COMPLIANCE 

KK

  

  
       

  

KKKeyKKKe

   = Not aaaavailable

     = Availaaaable

     = Accessssssssssssssssssssss d d dd d ddddddddddddd d dddddddddddddddddddd ddddddddddd ddddddddddddddddddesesesesseseseseseseseseeseessessessseeeseseseessseseseesesssssssesssssessseseseseseseeeesesseesssiriririririiriririrrrririririririiiririrrrrrirriririiirrrrririiririririiirirriiiirrrirrrriiriririrababababababaababaabaababaaaaababababababbabababababaaababbabbabbabbababaaaabbbaaababbbbaabbabbabaabaaabbbababblelelelelelelelellllleeelelelelelllleeelellellelleeelelleleleeleleelee

KKEYS 

  

CCURRENTLY AVAILABLE: 

 

COULD BE HIRED IN: 

 

NOT AVAILABLE: 
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Huonville Town Hall 

Main Road Huonville 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key 

= Not an ideal venue

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

    

 

Suitability summary 

Key 

       = Not available 
 

= Available to users

Asset summary 

Key

= Not an ideal venue

      = Particularly suitable

      = Suitable Venue 
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Past use 

The Huonville Town Hall has a history as the political forum in 
the Valley, particularly since amalgamation of the Port Cygnet, 
Huon and Esperance councils in 1993. The hall has been 
witness to scores of sometimes impassioned public meetings to 
discuss forestry, conservation, plantation establishment, GM 
cropping, water and waste management, aquaculture, 
sustainable development, the Tasmanian 20:20 process, health 
and welfare and other issues that affect the Huon community. 

Current uses 

The main user groups of the Huonville Town Hall are the Huon 
Valley Theatre Company and the Huonville Markets. 
 
The Huon Valley Theatre Company stages several theatrical 
presentations each year. The HVTC has an arrangement with 
the HVC to pay a percentage of the box office takings in lieu of a 
flat hire fee. This arrangement gives the Theatre Group access 
to the venue for rehearsals. Without this arrangement the 
production of musicals and dramas would not be financially 
viable. In return, apart from the measurable benefit provided to 
people of all ages who participate in staging and enjoying these 
shows, the HVTC has installed many production facilities in the 
Hall and these assets [See table 4 below] are made available to 
other hall users without any additional fee. 
 
The HVTC has installed a lighting truss and an impressive 
lighting array of LED coloured luminaires and incandescent 
spots and specials which are controlled from the bio-box via a 
24 channel 3-phase dimmer and Strand 200+ lighting console.  
 
There is a in-house PA sufficient for playback, and several 
microphones, with XLR sockets on the stage and a small mixing 
console also in the bio-box.  
 
There is also a ceiling mounted short-throw projector and 
screen at the rear of the stage which can be controlled from the 
stage or the bio box.  
 
The HVTC has purchased and installed compliant low-light exit 
lights for the exit doors, and acquired the plush theatre seating 
for the circle that were decommissioned from the Theatre Royal 
in Hobart. Consequently the Huonville Town Hall is the best 
equipped performance venue in the valley. 
 
The venue is used twice monthly for the Huonville Markets. An 
upgrade to the hall wiring to benefit the market stall-holders is 
currently under consideration by the HVC.  
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Ownership 

The building is listed as a Huon Valley Council property. The 
Huon Valley Theatre company own many of the internal 
fittings. 

Parking 

There is parking for ~40 cars in the rear car-park and in the 
Council car park less than 100m from the venue. 

Toilet facilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Temperature control 

There are wall mounted bar heaters in the auditorium and 3 
ceiling mounted radiant heaters. The HVTC consider these to be 
sufficient. 
 
The building is well insulated and in Summer it is naturally cool 
inside. 

Disability access 

There is designated disabled parking in the rear car-park. 
 
There is wheelchair access to the hall in the main, side door.  
 
There is one disabled toilet and a lift to give access to the dress 
circle, (which is tiered so wheelchair access would be only to the 
rear of the circle) and Council Chambers which are used as a 
dressing room or green room during Huon Valley Theatre 
Company productions. 
 
Provision can be made for wheelchairs in the stalls seating 
plans. 

Refreshment facilities 

There is a small kitchen, on the first floor, which is part of the 
Huon Valley  Council offices. 
 

Mens Urinals 2 
 Cubicles 1 
 Basins 2 
Womens Cubicles 2 
 Basins 2 
Disabled 
access 

Cubicles 1 

 Basins 1 
Baby 
Change 

Table 1 
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There is a small bar area in the rear of the dress circle. There is 
no associated Bar Licence – users are obliged to obtain a 
temporary/single event liquor licence for their event. 

Loading dock and access 

There is a loading dock onto the car-park at the rear of the 
building, giving loading access into the backstage area on stage 
right.  

Backstage  

The Hall has two small dressing rooms off either side of the 
stage with access to the car-park. These serve as wings and 
dressing rooms and are fitted with old fashioned dressing room 
mirrors that are slated for an upgrade to LED strip lights 
around the mirrors instead of bayonet sockets. 
 
There is another room that is accessed from the outside of the 
rear of the building that is used by the HVTC as a dressing 
room/props storage area.  

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a box office in the foyer, and the foyer itself is relatively 
small but suffices, according to a HVTC representative, even in 
the event of a full house. 

Stage 

The Hall has a 1m high stage and three sets of timber treads. 
The stage can be extended using HVTC timber staging risers.  

Seating 

The HTVC and HVC own 50 chairs each. The stalls are usually 
arranged as two banks of 64 stackable chairs (128 seats). There 
are 65  plush red velvet auto folding theatre seats in the dress 
circle.  

Power 

There are 3 x 32 amp 3-phase sockets in the bio-box. There are 
240v 10amp outlets on the stage and in the hall. 

Audio 

The natural acoustics of the hall are good, and although the 
empty hall acoustic is quite live, according to the HVTC this has 
not presented a problem and, for un-amplified vocalists, is an 
asset.  
 
There is a small vocal in-house PA with two JBL speakers linked 
to an amplifier, a laptop and DVD player in the bio box. This 
system is adequate for announcements, and background music 
before shows and during interval. It is not sufficient for foldback 
and playback to performers or a large ensemble. When more 
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amplification or foldback is required, the HVTC bring in a hired 
PA. 

Pianos 

There is a HVTC piano onstage and a redundant piano at the 
rear of the auditorium. The HVTC maintain and tune the 
onstage piano. 

AV equipment 

The HTVC have installed a short throw data projector on a 
bracket that will project a 5.3 x 3.3m image onto the screen at 
the back of the stage. 

Event Lighting  

The HVTC has acquired the good range of LED and 
incandescent lighting array through grants from the Tasmanian 
Community Fund.  
 
They have applied for grant funding to install a new Public 
Address system. 
 
The HVTC have also installed a lighting controller near the 
house-light and work-lights switches backstage, at stage left that 
has a number of presets to enable simple pre-set control of the 
house lights and a basic wash across the front of the stage, ideal 
for an MC or speeches at a meeting. 

Key contacts  

Mike Raine – Huon Valley Theatre Company 03 6264 1370 
Samantha McLoughlin– the Huonville Market 0400 505 069 

IImprovements and upgrades identified by users 

Both user groups, the HVTC and the Huonville Market 
organisers, have identified the replacement of the 
cardboard black-out over the windows in the hall with 
retractable blinds as the first priority to allow natural 
light into the markets and to blackout daylight for shows. 
Estimated cost: $5,000 
 
The Huonville market organisers identified a problem 
with storing the stackable seating during the markets and 
have proposed a covered storage area just outside the 
side doors for the purpose. Not costed. 
 
Long term. The HVTC has proposed the construction of a 
backstage area, to increase space in the wings and for 
storage, between the existing stage left dressing room and 
the public toilets. Not costed.  
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Table 4: Inventory of Huon Valley Theatre Company assets in the Huonville 

Town Hall  

 
No. Item Notes 
7 Stage height timber risers  
3 Timber treads to stage height  
2 Lighting truss and attachments   
1 24 way Lighting loom  
2 Tabs and backdrop  
50  Chairs Council own the other 50 chairs 
1 Short throw data projector and 

bracket 
With input sockets on stage and in the 
bio box 

1 5m projection screen frame Attached to back wall 
65 Red velvet theatre chairs  In the dress-circle 
1 Strand 200 Plus lighting console  
1 24 channel 3φ dimmer  
1 2 channel Harman Kardon 

amplifier 
 

1 Sony CD Player  
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Huonville Scout & Guides Hall 

Heron Street, Huonville 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Key 

= Not available

       = Not available but access would 

           make more events possible. 

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 
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Past usage 

The Huonville Scouts & Guides Hall was built, with 
community contributions, by the Apex and Lions clubs in 
1961. It has always been the Scout and Guides hall and 
generations of Huon residents have used it. 

Current usage 

The venue is managed, championed and run by Ann 
Brittain, who also runs the Guides. 
 
The hall is in constant use for regular Guide and Scout 
meetings as well as special events. The Huonville 
Cheerleaders group also use the Hall The venue has also 
been used for the Huon Valley Natural Learners group to 
convene. 
 
Anne Brittain has been advised by the HVC that the Hall is 
scheduled for a major upgrade by the Council during 2014 
including major refurbishment of its toilet and kitchen 
facilities. Consequently the information below is likely to 
change. 
 
Ownership 
This hall is listed as a HVC property. The building was 
constructed by the Apex and Lions Clubs. 

Shared amenities 

The Guides and Scouts have access to many resources 
from their parent organisations at State level. They don’t 
have access to, but which would be necessary for holding a 
concert, performance or dance, is temporary staging, 
lighting and PA.  

Suitability for music performance 

The venue has good timber floors and an uninterrupted 
space. The roof is insulated and the insulation is sheathed 
with acoustic fabric which dampens the acoustic 
reverberation. The venue would be suitable for youth 
bands and events requiring amplification.  
 
Staging, lighting and stands, and a PA would be hired in. 

Suitability for theatrical performance  

The space is large and the roof is high with trusses. It has a 
lot of potential as a performance space for low tech shows 
or as a rehearsal space or as a dance venue. 
 
As the Guides only have 30 plastic stacking chairs and 
benches around the walls, chairs would have to be hired 
in. Chairs can be borrowed from local school halls, 
particularly in the holidays. 

 

 

Top:  Huonville Scouts and Guides Hall  

Middle: Hall ceiling  

Bottom: The existing kitchen due for 
upgrading. 
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Suitability for art or other exhibition 

There is no picture rail and there are a number of wall 
fixtures belonging to the Scouts and Guides that remain in 
place.  The walls are not ideal for hanging an exhibition. 
 
The existing lighting is not ideal to view pictures, but if 
partitions,  
plinths and directional lighting were brought in, the Hall 
could accommodate a large exhibition. For performance-
art or for an art installation, it is an excellent large space 
with a high ceiling. 

Suitability for film screenings 

There is currently no screen, projector or even sufficient 
seating for screening films. This is a huge, clear space that 
could be used for night-time film presentations if there 
was access to projection equipment. 
• Paint external wall 

Parking  

There is no adjoining parking lot but there is on-street 
parking in the area. There is space in the Hall grounds for 
production vehicles. 

Toilet facilities 

These are scheduled for upgrade in 2014 to comply with 
current OH&S and disabled access standards. 
 

Mens 1 urinal 
 1 cubicle 
 1 

handbasin 
Womens 2 cubicles 
 1 hand 

basin 

Cleaning and waste management 

This is undertaken by the Scouts and Guide’s leaders. 

Disability access 

There are ramps to both the main entrance and the side 
fire escape. 
 
There is currently no disabled toilet or parking but the 
forthcoming renovations will remedy this. This will be the 
last venue in the municipality to be upgraded to 
compliant, accessible toilets. 

 

The storage shed behind the Hall is also 
scheduled for upgrading this year 
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Refreshment and catering facilities  

The current kitchen is being upgraded to meet council 
health, safety and hygiene standards. 

Backstage  

The area currently used as an amenties room for the 
Guides could be used for changing but this is not a 
dressing room.  
 
There is a storage area and a shed behind the hall, but the 
building is designed for scouting and guiding equipment 
storage, but it could be used for dressing/backstage area if 
necessary. 
 
This shed is included in the upgrade of the premises. 

Seating 

The Hall has 30 plastic stacking seats and benchspace 
around the walls for a further 30 to 40. 

Power 

There are no 3 phase sockets. There are 240v 10amp 
outlets in the hall, store-rooms and kitchen. 

Lighting  

There is fluoresent tubes protected by mesh guards as 
house lighting.  

Temperature control 

The space is heated by 4 electric radiant strip heaters 
mounted on the wall. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

There are trusses spanning the entire width of the hall that 
could support some dressing. 
 
When the Guides do theming for an event, they 
concentrate the decorations in one corner, rather than 
dissipate them around the huge space. 
 
Key contacts  
Ann Brittain anndale5@pigpond.com   62664283    
0404090630 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Existing heating is wall mounted  

appliances. 
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PPriority for upgrades 

 
The building is being prepared for a refurbishment of toilets and kitchen and 
maintenance to the building fabric. 
 
Assets identified as being necessary for staging concerts or dances include 
moveable staging, lighting and PA, which could be hired in. 
 
Access to equipment that could be brought in on a specific occasion was also 
desirable.  
For showing films: data projector and screen, small PA  
 
For art exhibitions: portable exhibition screens, plinths and directional lighting  
 
Anne would appreciate having access to a register of providers in the Valley. 
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Ranelagh Soldiers Memorial Hall 

Marguerite St Ranelagh 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

      = Not an ideal venue

      = Particularly suitable

  = Suitable Venue 

      = No formal bar but tables available

      = No market at present

Key

    = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable
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Although Ranelagh is close to Huonville and the Huonville 
Town Hall, the Ranelagh Soldiers’ Memorial Hall is 
surprisingly grand. It is typical of the larger venues of the 
period with a main hall, backstage and storage area, 
kitchen, supper room and two front rooms off either side 
of the main entry foyer. 
 
The management committee have long term plans to re-
establish the building as a venue for regular movie 
screenings and as the focus of the cultural life of the 
Ranelagh area. They are already planning a ten year 
program of events in the lead up to the building’s 
centenary in 2024. 
 
They plan to survey the local community to ascertain the 
interest of locals and to generate support for events such 
as historic exhibitions, art exhibitions, dances, long table 
dinners, movie screenings, as a transport hub for 
commuters, as a destination for cyclists.  
 
The Management Committee are looking for a piano for 
the hall. 

Past usage 

This hall was built in 1924 to replace one that burned 
down and was used for markets and entertainments, by 
the CWA for packing care packages for soldiers fighting 
overseas in WWII. It was used for many years as a cinema 
and the family of the projectionist still live in Ranelagh.  
Badminton was played in the hall. The Huon Valley 
Concert Band used the hall for several years for storage 
and rehearsal space. It has been used in recent years for 
quiz nights and other fund raising events by community 
groups. 
 
Tree-fern fronds that were used to decorate the balls and 
dances in the 1920s – 40s were discarded on a pile in what 
is now Ray Direen’s back yard, down the street, where a 
self-propagated group of D. Antarctica now grow. 

Current usage 

The Hall is used for jujitsu, karate, zumba and dance 
classes, periodic movie screenings and social events. 

Ownership 

The hall is listed as a Huon Valley Council Property 

Shared amenities 

The Huon Valley branch of the Tasmanian Family History 
Society uses one front room of the hall. 

 

Top:  Ranelagh Soldiers Memorial Hall  

Middle: top: The Hall interior 

 Middle bottom: Monster Fair poster from the 
meeting toom. 

Bottom: The Supper room 
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Suitability for music performance 

The stage is high and the acoustics live – but this hall has 
not been used for concerts recently.  

Suitability for theatrical performance:  

Access to the stage from stage right area has been blocked 
off. There is storage in the rear of the building and there is 
a communicating door between the stage and storage area. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition: 

There is no hanging system or suitable directional lights, 
however the hall or meeting room could be used with 
portable exhibition screens. There is good natural light in 
the meeting room. The Management Committee aim to 
install a quality hanging system in the hall and meeting 
room to put the hall on the Huon art-circuit and possibly 
link in with Huon Art Exhibition Group exhibitions in 
Cygnet. 

Suitability for film screenings 

The Ranelagh Hall was used for many years as a cinema: 
the original projection box is still on the first floor but the 
projection window has been bricked-in and the room can 
only be accessed through a man-hole in the meeting room. 
 
In the last five years, the back wall of the stage has been 
fitted with a white Gyprock plasterboard wall as a screen 
for projecting films.  
 
The vintage cinema projector is still in the building. 

Building structure  

The dancers identified a problem with cracked floorboards 
and cupped boards. 
 
The hall users noted an OH&S problem with the main 
front doors opening outwards, onto the entrance steps. 

Parking 

There is car parking for ~30 cars around the eastern side 
and the rear of the building which was recently asphalted 
and parking spaces along the front of the Hall in 
Marguerite Street. 

Toilet facilities 

 
 
 
 
 

2
 

 

Top:  Disabled access parking and entry  

Top middle: Kitchen 

Bottom middle: Trestle tables stored on 
trolleys  

Bottom: There are  small radiant wall 
mounted heaters in the Hall 
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Cleaning & waste management 

Users are required to remove their own rubbish and to 
clean the Hall after use. The Management Committee keep 
the venue dusted. 

Disability access 

There is disabled access parking designated outside the 
side exit doors which are suitable for wheelchair access. 
 
There is a wheelchair accessible toilet. There is wheelchair 
access to the hall, supper room, kitchen, meeting room but 
no access to the stage. 

Refreshment facilities  

There is a large kitchen with a servery to the Supper 
Room. There china, glassware and cutlery and a fridge, a 
stove and two urns. All are serviceable but the 
Management Committee are pursuing funding for 
upgrading the kitchen to a commercial grade kitchen in 
the future. 
 
Loading dock and access 

There is no roll-on access, only two sets of treads to the 
stage. However the storage room at the rear of the building 
has a door to the stage.  

Backstage and storage 

There is storage in the rear of the building that could be 
used for dressing rooms and may have been in the past. 
 
There is storage under the stage where old trestle tables are 
kept now. 

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a small foyer connecting the main front entrance to 
the main hall. 

Stage 

The stage is raked and has a proscenium arch. It is not used 
for performances at present. 

Seating and tables 

There are 115 red, stacking plastic seats plus a few more in 
other colours 
The management committee’s objective is to have seating 
for 150 people. 
 
There are 10 old trestle tables stored under the stage and 12 
new pine trestles (5 years old) on a trolley in the Supper 
Room. 

 

 

 

ing 

nd 12
er 

Top:  The new fuse box  

Middle: Meeting room  

Bottom: The foyer from the front entrance 
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Exhibition assets 

There are no exhibition screens, picture rails or hanging 
systems but these could be used if they were available with a 
view to installing a quality rail and hanging system. 

Electricity and water 

It is not known whether there is a 3-phase outlet available. 
There are 240v 10 amp outlets in the hall, the kitchen, the 
supper room and meeting room. There is a recently 
installed fuse box in the foyer. 
 
The Hall is on the sewer and the water mains. 

Audio, AV and lighting  

There is no sound system. There is no truss or lighting bar.  
The house lights are fluorescent strip lights, large 
incandescent globes. 
 
There is an old projector in the front room of the building 
but no functioning data projector on the premises. 
 
There is a projection box on the first floor of the building 
but access has been bricked-in. 

Dressing and decoration 

Hooks could be screwed into the timber cornise to hang 
dressing and decoration. This could be done systematically 
and left in situ, rather than ad hoc attachments. 

Management committee 

Cathy Temby   0408 171 012 taztembys@bigpond.com 
Jenny Direen ex President now Treasurer – 6264 1061 
Warren Partridge – 0407 641 907 – Secretary and Council 
Liaison 
Rick Perrin – 6264 1816 
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PPriorities for maintenance identified by users 

aand managers 

Short term: Repair the floor boards that are cupped 
and/or broken and the gaps are taped over.  

PPriorities for upgrades identified by users 

aand managers 

Short term: Install a notice board to the front of the 
building to advertise forthcoming events. 
 
Short term: Acquire a piano. 
 
Medium term: Install a picture rail and exhibition 
facilities 
 
Medium term: Overhaul the lighting in the Hall and 
Supper Room. 
 
Long term: re-establish the venue as a functioning 
cinema 
 
Long term: Upgrade the kitchen to commercial 
standard. 

 

 
Top:  A crack in the floor and some boards are 

cupping in the Hall floor  

Bottom: The original vent and an old pendant 
lighting boss in the timber ceiling Below: Floor plan of Glen Huon Hall – see opposite 

Courtesy of Huon Valley Council 
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Glen Huon Hall 

Glen Huon Road, Glen Huon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glen Huon Road, Glen Huon

Key 

      = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

 

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

N t id l      = Not an ideal venue

      = Particularly suitable

      = Suitable Venue 

      = No formal bar but tables available

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Key

      = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable
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Past usage 

The hall has been historically the centre of the Glen Huon 
community, and it remains, along with the Glen Huon 
primary school, as the geographic centre of Glen Huon.  
 
The hall had previously been used as a polling station but 
this function has been moved to the school for the present. 
 
In the recent past the management committee would plan 
a calendar of events and drive the use of the hall by the 
community . As well as the public events, many private 
weddings, wakes and funerals, engagement parties and 
birthdays have been celebrated in the hall. The supper 
room and kitchen are hired periodically for children’s 
birthday parties. 
 
The Glen Huon School used the hall regularly until a 
dedicated school hall was constructed, however the school 
still occasionally uses the Glen Huon Hall. 

Current usage 

The hall was closed for renovation – electrical re-wiring, 
exterior painting and construction of a new toilet block – 
between September 2012 and December 2013.  
 
The task confronting the management committee at 
present is to re-engage the local community to restore the 
venue to its past level of weekly usage for classes, cabarets, 
dinners, dances and public social events. The long term 
ambition is to upgrade the kitchen to a commercial 
standard so that cooking classes can be held and events 
can be catered for on-site. 
 
The local history group is currently moving into what was 
once a cloak room/projection room and which has recently 
been re-lined and re-wired. 
 
There was a garage sale in the hall and fund raising 
breakfasts were served on the day of the recent State 
election.  
 
There is currently a proposal for a dance featuring a live 
band to be held in May 2014. 

Suitability for music performance 

Glen Huon hall has a .4m high stage, which is ideal for a 
band or orchestra. The room has a very live acoustic so the 
hall is suitable for un-amplified music or choral 
performances.  
 

 

 

 

 

Top:  Glen Huon Hall  

 Top middle: The proscenium arch  

Bottom middle: The hall 

Bottom: The history group will move into the 
refurbished room. 
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The size of the room precludes the need for substantial 
amplification. Any problems with undesired reverb caused 
by a PA could be readily addressed with draping. 
 
There are no industry standard lighting bars or truss, but 
lighting stands could be brought in. There is no 3phase 
power, but the stage has several newly installed double 
240v 10 amp sockets that would be sufficient for an LED 
lighting array. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

There is little evidence that the Glen Huon Hall has been 
used for a full-scale theatrical performances in the recent 
past however successful cabarets and variety shows have 
been staged.  
 
The stage-left, male-dressing room/ band room, adjoining 
the stage has been converted to storage and the access to 
the stage blocked off. On stage-right an area that was once 
the female dressing room will be incorporated into the 
proposed commercial kitchen. The door access to the stage 
has been blocked off. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

The hall has good natural light from windows on the 
western wall and it has been used in the past for showing 
art works. In the absence of a hanging system, portable 
screens or plinths, the art-works were successfully 
propped on tables against the wall. 

Suitability for film screenings  

The Hall has been used in the past for film screenings: the 
history room was once a projection box with oblique glass 
projection ports, however the management committee 
have identified these as due for removal due to 
deterioration of the metal. 
 
Now that most movie formats require a data projector, 
which are quiet enough to operate in the same room as the 
audience, a projection box is not essential.  
 
Some draping at the rear of the hall would dampen the 
natural reverberation if it was deemed to be too noisy to 
hear a film sound track adequately. 
 
The Management Committee require access to a data 
projector, screen and small PA. 

Suitability for other events and collaborations 

The Glen Huon Hall is situated next to the Glen Huon 
Cricket Oval, and adjoins a park with the best barbecue 
facilities in the Huon (if not the world). There is a 
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playground with a customised ‘merry-go-round’ in the 
park. The Glen Huon Primary Schools is across the road. 
 
The setting is picturesque and could make an excellent 
location for a small festival, incorporating the School, the 
School Hall, the Glen Huon Hall, the oval and the 
surrounding parkland. 

Assets 

The commercial kitchen proposed by the management 
committee and users will provide a resource for hall hirers, 
groups and individuals wishing to hold cooking classes 
and community dinners and small commercial 
enterprises. 
 
The hall contains some textile covered office partitions. 
These are available for use in the hall by hirers.  
 
The hall also has nine slightly damaged, redundant, 
melamine-veneer tables that are kept expressly for hiring 
out and for outdoor use.  
 
The electrical wiring and building structure have recently 
been upgraded to comply with Australian standards. 

Staging 

The stage is uncharacteristically, but usefully, low for a 
hall of this vintage.  It has an attractive proscenium and a 
red curtain on a drawing track operated from stage right. 
 
There are three 240v 10 amp sockets on the stage. 
 
The stage has 240v batten-mount bayonet lighting sockets 
in the ceiling as work lights. These lights are not effective 
for use in a performance. 
 
There is an upright piano on stage.  

Seating  

There is capacity for 250 people. There are 80 plastic and 
metal stacking chairs as well as timber pews around the 
perimeter of the hall and that would seat a further 50 to 60 
people. 

Parking  

There is parking in the surrounding car park for 30 to 40 
cars. 

 

 

 

Top:  Ambulant toilet cubicle  

 Top middle: 21st century toilet sign  

Bottom middle: Wheelchair access ramp 

Bottom: Chairs in the store-room 
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Toilets 

There is a new masonry toilet block at the rear of the 
building that is open to the public and serves the adjacent 
park and cricket oval, as well as the hall. 
 
In line with best-practice standards, the toilets include 
ambulant cubicles as well as a wheelchair accessible toilet 
and baby changing area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cleaning 

Users are required to take their own rubbish. 

Disability   

There is an access ramp to the side door of the hall. 
 
There is parking adjacent to the access ramp, however this 
is not designated as a disabled car park.  
 
There is no wheelchair access to the stage. 
 
There are new wheelchair and ambulant accessible toilets 

Refreshment facilities  

The kitchen is equipped with dinner settings for 140 and 
community dinners were a feature of hall use in the lead 
up to its closure for refurbishment. 
 
The management committee are currently fund raising to 
upgrade the kitchen to commercial standard to allow for 
cooking classes and community feasts. 

Loading dock and access 

Rolling access is up the wheelchair ramp and through the 
supper room. 

Backstage  

There is no functioning backstage area or dedicated 
dressing rooms, however one of the newly refurbished 
rooms, used for storing chairs, could be used for dressing. 

Mens Urinals 2 
Ambulant 
cubicles 

1 

Basins 2 
Womens Cubicles 1 

Ambulant 
cubicles 

1 

Basins 2 
Disabled 
access 

Cubicles 1 
Basins 1 
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Access to the stage would be through the auditorium or 
around the outside of the building. 

Storage 

Store rooms in the rear of the building have been removed 
to make way for the new toilet block. A small cleaning 
store room has been incorporated in the new toilet bloc. 
The old male dressing room is currently an unlined store 
room, but could be cleared for use as a backstage area. 

Foyer and Front of House  

The double door main entrance to a small foyer is still 
operational.  
 
There is a small box office hatchway beside the side 
entrance at the front of the hall but it appears that this is 
not used, in favour of a table set up in the foyer or the rear 
of the hall. 

Key contact 

Cheryle Page 0417660232 
 
 

PPriorities for maintenance as identified by 

tthe hall management committee 

Short term: Complete the works left unfinished in 
the upgrade: painting in the history room/store 
rooms, rear storeroom (ex male dressing room) 
and kitchen area. Filling the holes left where the 
original Bakelite switches were removed. Re-
instating a door in the passage between the stage 
and the kitchen in order to close off that area 
during events.  
 
Relocate the honour boards from the back of the 
stage to the walls in the auditorium or foyer. 

PPriorities for upgrades 

Short term: The Management Committee are 
fundraising to construct a commercial standard 
kitchen that will incorporate the existing kitchen 
and the women’s dressing room. This will enable a 
program of cooking classes and demonstrations. 
The availability of a commercial kitchen will make 
the hall more attractive for hirers for weddings and 
other functions requiring catering. 
 
Medium term: New curtains, tabs and backdrop to 
public building compliance standard with flame 
retardant. Costing estimate: ~$4,000 
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NOTE 

It was suggested that when a veteran building is subject to upgrades, if the 
budget does not allow for a heritage officer to prescribe or monitor the 
practices of tradesmen, then a representative from the management 
committee should be given access to works and authority to ensure that 
historic or heritage components of the building are not compromised or lost. 

e
e 
t
t 

Top:  Box Office ticket window  

 Top middle: Timber seating, air conditioners  

Bottom middle: The existing kitchen 

Bottom: A newly fitted light switch 
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Upper Huon Community Centre 

1273 Glen Huon Road, Judbury 1273 Glen Huon Road, Judbur

Key 

      = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

 

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

KeyKey

    = Not an ideal venue

      = Particularly suitable

      = Suitable Venue 

      = No formal bar but tables available

KKey

    = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable
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The Upper Huon Community Centre and Calvert Park are 
the social, historic and geographical centre of the Judbury 
locality. The UHCC is set right on the Huon River in a 
large recreational precinct that includes the cricket oval, 
the Judbury CFS, a landing in the river and Calvert Park 
which incorporates a playground, war memorial, barbecue 
shelters, a ‘freak of nature’ tree-trunk and a spectacular 
children’s tree-house. The hall is unusual in that it is two 
conjoined, but off-set, rooms. The two rooms can be 
partitioned with concertina doors, and they have a warm 
ambience and plenty of natural light. The timber floors are 
in near-new condition, the windows have dark, vertical 
strip blinds. The commercial grade kitchen has serving 
hatches to both rooms. There are internal and external 
toilets. 
 
The Hall is managed by the Judbury Progress Association, 
a committee of  5 – 7 active members who also manage 
and clean Calvert Park. The Committee serve meals and 
coffee at the monthly Judbury Makers and Growers 
Market and use the proceeds to invest in assets for the 
centre: a commercial expresso coffee machine, a glass 
fronted drinks fridge, a data projector and screen, vertical 
strip blinds, cutlery and dinner-ware for a hundred people. 

Past usage 

The hall was built in 2010 in Calvert Park to replace the 
Judbury Hall that was condemned: upgrading was 
considered more expensive than the construction of a new 
facility. The old hall was the centre of Judbury social life 
and public events such as dances, costume parties, fund-
raisers and private functions were well attended. 

Current usage 

The hiatus in having regular access to a venue while the 
new hall was being constructed caused the tail-off of 
regular community events and the current Community 
Centre managers are rebuilding the local social network to 
engage both new comers to the locality as well as long 
established residents in a calendar of social events.  
 
The Judbury Gowers and Makers Market is held on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month. There are regular craft groups, a 
karate class and private functions. The venue is very 
popular for weddings and birthday parties for small 
children and seniors, for wakes and christenings.  
 
The park surrounds are frequently used by picnic-ers. 
Kayakers use the river landing after paddling down from 
the Tahune bridge. 
 
Honour Rolls are displayed in the hall. 

 

 

 

 

m 

Top:  Upper Huon Community Centre  

 Top middle: Interior from the small room  

Bottom middle: From the larger room looking 
at the smaller   

Bottom: The Management Committee raised 
funds for vertical blinds 
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Ownership 

This venues is listed as a HVC owned property 

Suitability for music performance  

The Community Centre would suit small acoustic 
performances. Afternoon performances of chamber music 
could be ideal. 
 
It would be possible to drape off a stage area in one room, 
using the partitions, with the audience in the other area if 
a stage was necessary. This would be difficult but not 
impossible. 

Suitability for theatrical performance  

It would be possible to stage a small scale show, or cabaret 
performance, using a curtained off area as dressing room 
and backstage. More effective would be an ambulatory 
show where a small audience walks from station to station 
in the grounds and surrounds for episodes of the narrative, 
using the park area, both rooms in the hall and the 
riparian strip and the river and landing. 
 
The deck/verandah would be an ideal spot for a small 
audience to watch a spectacle staged on the river. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

With lots of natural light, a handsome interior space, and 
conjoined rooms, this hall lends itself to an exhibition. 
There is no installed picture hanging system, but this 
could be overcome with portable partitions which could be 
brought in. 
 
The lighting – flush low-wattage down-lights – 18 in the 
big room, 14 in the smaller – could be ideal for 
illuminating an art exhibition but it may require some 
directional picture lighting to be brought in. 

Suitability for film screenings 

This would make a good venue for film screenings for 
small groups, although the acoustic is very live so some 
damping may be required. The management committee 
have acquired a data projector and screen and plan to hold 
film screenings. 

Assets 

The building is only four years old is in very good order, 
enjoying regular maintenance and regular cleaning by the 
Committee.  
 
The timber floors will need resealing in the near future. 
 

 

 
 

Top:  Fans and downlighting 

 Top middle: Commercial kitchen china  

Bottom middle: Servery to the larger room  
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The kitchen is a commercial kitchen enabling the 
committee to serve coffee and meals at the markets. The 
proceeds of this initiative are then used to upgrade and 
acquire infrastructure for the hall. 
 
The hall has a 3m wide deck that overlooks the Huon 
River and a small boat landing. 
 
The kitchen is compliant with current public health 
standards for a commercial food preparation area. 

Possible limitations to events 

The exit doors are not fitted with crash bars and there is 
no exit lighting. 

Parking 

There is ample parking in the parking area in front and 
along the road. 

Toilet facilities 

Mens Ambulant cubicle 1 External 
toilet block  Cubicle 1 

 Urinal  1 
 handbasin 2 
Mens Cubicle 1 Internal 

toilets  Urinal 1 
 Handbasin 1 
Disabled 
access  

Cubicle 1 External 
toilet block 

 Handbasin 1 
Female Ambulant cubicle 1 External 

block  cubicle 1 
 Handbasin 1 
Female Cubicles 2 Internal 

toilets  Hand basin 1 

Cleaning and waste management 

The Judbury Progress Association is responsible for 
cleaning the hall and the park. Users are required to 
take their own rubbish. 
 
Disability access 
There is wheelchair access to both sets of front double 
doors.  
The entrance to the large room requires a small amount 
of gravel to raise the ground at the car park level to the 
concrete apron height. 
 
It is possible to access the whole venue, including the 
verandah over the river, although the wheelchair 
accessible toilet is in the external block. 

 

 

 
Top:  External toilet block 

 Top middle: The landing in the Huon River  

Bottom middle: Possible future storage space  

Bottom: Calvert Park, barbecue area, war 
memorial   
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Refreshment and catering facilities  
There is a fully supplied commercial kitchen which 
features a commercial expresso coffee machine. There is 
crockery, china and cutlery to heat and serve coffee/tea or 
meals to 50+ people. 
 
There are serving hatches to both rooms. 
 
Washing and food handling surfaces comply with public 
health standards. 
 
There is a glass fronted drinks fridge, a domestic stove, a 
domestic refrigerator, urn and microwave oven. 

Loading dock and access 

There are two double doors 3m wide onto the front apron. 
There is no back-stage. The entire floor area is on one 
level. 

Performance infrastructure 

There is no stage, but portable staging sections could be 
brought in if required. 
 
There is no dressing room space, however the first, smaller 
room could be turned into a backstage area if it were 
draped or partitioned off.  
 
A marquee could be erected behind the building for 
dressing and greenroom. 
 
The smaller of the two rooms could be used as a foyer, 
lounge and/or ticket sales area if a presentation was held 
in the larger room. 
 
The acoustics are quite live but there is no PA or lighting 
truss. Amplification, lighting and stands could be brought 
in if required. 

AV  

The Progress Association has purchased a data projector 
and screen with a view to holding film nights and quiz 
nights. It may  be necessary for them to get access to or 
acquire a small PA. 

Seating 

60 plastic stacking chairs, 20 light-weight moulded plastic 
trestle-tables and 7 café tables 
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Exhibition assets 

There are no exhibition screens or hanging system, but 
there is a warm and comfortable space with good natural 
and artificial lighting. Portable screens are a resource that 
could be used in this space.  
 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration  

The walls are plaster sheeting with a synthetic wood-grain 
dado. The only place for easily attaching decorations are to 
the timber window-frames, door surrounds or the timber 
ceiling cornice. Draping would require stands and poles. 

Power 

The building has photovoltaic solar panels on the roof 
connected to the grid. 
 
There are 8 double 10 amp sockets in the small room, 7 
double sockets in the bigger room. There are 3 double 
sockets and 2 single sockets in the kitchen. 
 
There is a 32amp 3-phase socket on the wall of the 
external toilet block. 

Temperature control 

Both rooms have air conditioners. 
There are ceiling fans in both rooms. 

Key contact 

Robyn Matson 6266 0242 Matson.family@activ8.net.au 
 

PPriority for maintenance as identified by 

mmanagers and users 

Medium term: Resealing the timber floors. 

PPriorities for upgrade as identified by 

mmanagers and users 

Short term – Acquire another 40 chairs to bring the 
total to 100. Costing: ~$2,000 
 
Access to portable exhibition screens would be a 
benefit for holding art and other exhibitions. 
 
Access to a portable sound system for showing films 
on the projector that the Management Committee 
has acquired. 
 

 

Top:  Honour boards from two world wars 

 Middle: Air conditioning unit  

Bottom: Arguably the best tree-house in the 
Huon Valley 

Over page: Floor plan of the Upper Huon 
Community Centre courtesy of Huon Valley 

Council
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Mountain River Hall 

263 Mountain River Rd, Mountain River 

 
 

 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

     = Not available

     = Available
     

     = Access desirable
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Mountain River Hall is a relatively large building, ideal for 
big bush dances, community dinners, market days and 
concerts. It is in a picturesque rural setting and it is the 
single locality marker for the Mountain River Community. 
It has a parking area, barbecue shelter, picnic tables and a 
small playground. Its drawbacks are the dour concrete 
block interior surfaces and its impenetrable chill in Winter 
months. 

Past usage 

The hall was built in 1969 to replace one that was 
destroyed in the 1967 bushfires. This hall has had periods 
of intense activity, and then lulls, as the local community 
has fluctuated.  

Current usage 

Mountain River Community Group events, art exhibitions, 
film nights, polling booth, tai chi lessons, bush dances. 
There is a private art exhibition scheduled for April 2014. 

Management committee 

There is currently no management committee. Recently, 
two community members who were drivers of the hall 
activities were killed in 2012. The community is still 
adjusting to their loss. The Mountain River Community 
Group are the main users of the hall for community 
events, such as film nights coupled with large communal 
shared dinners. There is no one in that group with capacity 
for managing the hall at the present. 

Shared amenities  

A room is used at the office and store-room of the 
Mountain River Landcare Group. This group is not 
currently operating but in the past conducted riparian 
vegetation rehabilitation on the creek-bank adjacent to the 
hall grounds. The resources are stored ready for the group 
to be revitalised when conditions are right. 

Suitability for music performance  

Due to the cement block walls, the  acoustics are quite 
‘live’, making amplified music problematic. The stage is off 
centre, further complicating the acoustic presentation. 
However this problem is not insurmountable, and a room 
full of people does help to mitigate the reverberation. 

Summary of suitability for theatrical 

performance 

Given the live acoustics and the unorthodox stage space, 
any theatrical performance would need to bring in staging 
and address the acoustics. 

 

 

 

Top: Exterior and entrance to the hall.  
Second top: The hall interior   

Middle: Commemorative board mounted 
on the wall   

Bottom: The hatchway to the bar area: 
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Summary of suitability for art or other 

exhibition 

The interior space is relatively dark, despite two large 
windows beside the stage. The fluorescent ceiling strip 
lights are not conducive to showing 2 or 3D works 
effectively. The lack of a hanging system or access to 
screens and directional lighting makes this space a 
difficult venue for art exhibition. This being said, there is a 
private art show scheduled for April 2014. 

Summary of suitability for film screenings 

The room is live acoustically which makes listening to a 
film soundtrack difficult without acoustic draping to quell 
some of the reverberation but the hall is used for 
screenings in the warmer months.  

Parking 

There is parking for around 30 cars in the two adjoining 
parking areas. 

Toilet facilities 

 
 

 

 

Cleaning  

Hall users are required to leave the hall as it was found 
with an injuncture to sweep and mop the kitchen and 
toilets. 
 
Users are asked to take their rubbish. 

Disability access 

There is reserved disabled parking directly in front of the 
entrance ramp.  
 
There is a wheelchair access toilet. 
 
There is no disabled access to the stage. 

Refreshment and catering facilities  

The kitchen has cups and saucers, plates and cutlery for 
70+. There is a domestic stove/oven, refrigerator, pie 
warmer, microwave and urn. 
 

Mens Urinals 1 
 Cubicles 1 
 Basins 2 
Womens Cubicles 3 
 Basins 2 
Disabled 
access 

Cubicles 1 

 

 

 

Top:  Mountain River Hall main entrance 

 Top middle: Entrance and wheelchair access 

Bottom middle: Kitchen   

Bottom: Original ticket window   
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There is a separate bar room and serving area with a two-
door glass-fronted drink-fridge, a single sink and instant 
hot water unit. The bar has a separate serving hatch. 

Loading dock and access 

Roll in access is through the front entrance. 

Backstage and storage  

There is storage space for chairs and tables in the bar 
room.  
 
Cleaning equipment and the hot water system is stored in 
the old box office.  
 
There is a store room off the kitchen and another room off 
the hall that was used by the Mountain River Landcare 
Group, currently not operating. 

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a small disused box office hatch way. There is a 
small undercover vestibule, screened by shrubs, at the 
entrance. 

Staging 

The in-built 500mm high triangular stage is in the western 
corner of the room, carpeted and backed by concrete 
blocks on one side and windows on the other. 

Other production infrastructure  

There is no PA, lights or lighting truss, no AV projector or 
screen. 

Seating  

There are 50 stacking plastic chairs and 11 trestle tables. 
50 chairs were taken to the Judbury hall by the Council in 
recent years but they have been lost. The hall has capacity 
for at least 200. 

Exhibition assets  

None, but there is a private art exhibition scheduled for 
April 2014 

Power  

There are two 240v 10 amp outlets on the stage and 
several more in the hall, the bar and the kitchen. House 
lighting is fluorescent strip lights in the ceiling. There is no 
3 phase socket. 
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Temperature control 

There are 5 wall mounted single-bar strip-heaters. The 
lack of adequate heating restricts use of the hall to the 
warmer months. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

Hanging any kind of decoration requiring attachment 
other than blue tack (balloons, streamers, etc) would be 
extremely difficult without the installation of a series of 
hooks or other fixing points. 
 
To hang drapes to soften the acoustic would require either 
masonry wall mounts or a free-standing draping unit from 
a staging hire firm. This is an expense that is beyond the 
budget of most event organisers. 

Setting 

The hall is set beside a creek with a grassy area, an electric 
barbecue under a shelter and two picnic table and 
benches. There is also a children’s play area, however this 
may need work to bring it up to Council compliance 
standard. 

Key contacts for user groups  

Nell Tyson Mountain River Community Group  0438 664 
606 
The Mountain River Community Group have a facebook 
page. 
Bookings go through the Huon Valley Council  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PPriorities for upgrades identified by users 

Short term:  
Install a retractable wall mounted movie screen  
 
Check the ceiling cavity for insulation and 
insulate if necessary. 
 
Acquire another 50 plastic stacking chairs 
 
Access to a data projector and small PA 
 
Install a wood heater with flue and chimney to 
allow the hall to be used in the winter months. 
 
Clad or hang the interior walls with a textile 
surface to improve acoustics, aesthetics and 
temperature control. 

 

 

 

 
m 

c 

 

Top:  Chairs are stored in the bar 

Middle: The Landcare Group is not operating at 
present but they have a storeroom in the hall. 

Bottom middle: The barbecue and picnic tables  

Bottom: Play area   
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Franklin Palais 

Main Road Franklin 

 

 

Key 

      = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

    

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

 

 

Main Road Franklin

K

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 
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Of all the halls in the Huon, the Franklin Palais, presiding 
over the Franklin waterfront recreational precinct, is the 
grandest and it boasts the best decorative detailing, 
seating, concert facilities, and film projection facilities. 
The Franklin community and the Management Committee 
have a long standing commitment to the running, use, 
conservation, maintenance and upgrading the building, 
having campaigned to save the building from demolition. 
They have undertaken much of the stabilisation and 
restoration works using voluntary local labour funded by 
motivated and well supported fund raising strategies. It is 
now the cultural heart of Franklin and the best appointed 
performance space south of Huonville, attracting 
audiences from all over the valley – from Dover to Cygnet 
– to balls and concerts, local festivals, markets and 
fundraisers. The hall committee members have close ties 
with the vibrant wooden boat community who organise 
many events in the Palais and in Franklin. 
 
The hall management is subsidised by  income from the 
hire of the hall as well as camping fees from the Franklin 
campground, of which 10% is paid to the HVC. 

Past usage 

Built in 1912, the Palais is the grandest of all the public 
halls in the Huon Valley. The building was originally a 
Mechanic’s Institute and over time has housed a library, 
cinema, meeting rooms for various Franklin men’s lodges 
and been the venue for concerts, dramatic productions, 
dances and balls, Focus on Franklin Festival events, the 
Harvest Festival as well as innumerable private functions. 
The room at the front of the building served as a library for 
some years. 

Current usage 

The venue is used fairly regularly for concerts, the monthly 
market and for movie screenings, school awards 
ceremonies, theatre performances and community 
consultations including those needing space to exhibit 
plans. The hall is also used regularly for private classes: 
martial arts and several forms of dance class for children 
to adults. Local musicians make frequent use of the hall 
for showcasing local talent, and many groups and 
individuals hire the venue for fund raising, quiz nights, 
weddings and private functions.  
 
The first floor Supper Room is used as a more intimate 
space for music and other performances, for AGMs, quiz 
nights and many other meetings. The Supper Room 
includes a servery and basic kitchen equipment which has 
been identified by the Management Committee as a 
priority for up-grade. However, the area is not suitable for 

 

Top:  The pressed tin ceiling from the dress 
circle 

 Middle: Original drapery  

Bottom: Original art deco box office   
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conversion to commercial kitchen standard. The 
Management Committee has identified the Franklin Bowls 
Club has the best catering facilities in the Franklin 
community and those kitchens should be improved, rather 
than investment in competing facilities at the Palais. 
 
The Supper Room periodically used as a recording studio.  
A recording session in 2014 will be the third time that the  
space has been used for this purpose. 
 
Suitability for music performance 

The Palais is the most used music venue in the Huon. The 
live acoustic can be tricky for amplified music. Chamber 
performances are often done from the floor, rather than 
the stage. 
 
There is an in-house PA that is adequate for most 
performances in the hall and extra speakers, console or 
amplifiers can be brought in if fold- back is required. 
 
There is a piano on the main floor of the hall but it is not 
serviceable. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

The acoustics that are quite so ‘live’ (which is problematic 
for amplified performances) make the venue extremely 
good for un-amplified instruments and vocal projection.  
 
The theatre has been used as a venue for theatrical 
performances and is comparatively well set up for stage 
shows. Although it does not have the professional standard 
lighting rig that the Huon Valley Theatre Company has 
installed in the Huonville Town Hall, the building itself, 
the stage, wings and back stage area are suitable for 
staging a dramatic performance. 
 
The Management Committee has recently invested in a 
$14,000 in-house PA system and in 2012, $5,000 in black 
woollen drapes tabs and backdrop. These are treated with 
flame retardant to industry standard. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition  

The upstairs supper room is a good light space with a 
bar/servery and would be suitable for small art 
exhibitions, however there is no picture rail or hanging 
system. The downstairs rooms could also be used to hang a 
small exhibition but there is alternate gallery space in 
Franklin at the Petty Sessions Restaurant and the Church 
Studio are used as exhibition spaces. 

d 

k 
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.
Top: Original ceiling rose and pendant lights in the first floor supper room 

Middle: First floor bar 

Bottom: First floor bar equipment 
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Suitability for film screenings 

A new, large retractable movie screen was installed over 
the stage in 2012. 
 
A current issue with monthly screenings is that the film 
distributor, Sony, has advised the Management Committee 
that they will no longer be distributing 16mm films. There 
is a 16mm (and 8mm) projector in the projection box, but 
accessing 16mm celluloid films is increasingly difficult: 
and postage/couriers have become prohibitively 
expensive. 
 
Without access to a long throw digital projector it appears 
that film screenings may have to be suspended. 

Building structure 

Long standing problems with dry rot have been mitigated 
by new roofing, downpipes and guttering installed by the 
management committee over the last decade. There is 
some residual dry rot in the ceiling at the north eastern 
corner of the dress circle. 
 
The fire exits on the ground floor in the main hall are sub-
standard and are due to be replaced. The southern side 
door is not currently marked as a fire exit due to the 50cm 
drop outside the door. The northern door, which leads 
onto the car park, has a wheelchair access ramp. The 
existing timber doors of both of these doorways are due for 
replacement. 

Parking 

There is parking for about 30 cars in the carpark at the 
side of the building and ample parking along the main 
road and foreshore within 200m. 

Toilet facilities 

There are toilets in two locations – the original women’s 
rest-rooms in the hall foyer, one of which is wheelchair 
accessible. There are a further two cubicles for women in 
the annex at the rear of the building next to the men’s 
toilets. These toilets can be reserved for performers. 
Resolving the matter of toilet queues and sufficient for the 
permissible house is a long term priority for the 
management committee and users. 
 
Constructing a covered walk-way to the toilets at the rear 
has been identified by the Management Committee as a 
long-standing priority as this will address the safety 
problem of people accessing the toilets across rough 
ground in conditions of poor lighting. The construction of 
a walkway, with an entrance that includes an enclosed 
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‘airlock’ leading from the north-facing double doors, will 
solve two other major issues for the Palais: loss of heat 
from the auditorium when the northern doors are opened, 
and, if constructed correctly, will provide an alternative, 
fully functional wheelchair accessible entrance to the hall. 

Temperature control 

There are 4 gas heaters located along the walls in the main 
hall and these have proved sufficient to warm the room for 
events in the winter months. The main problem with 
temperature control is loss of heat when the doors are 
opened to access the rear toilets. Significant heat loss 
occurs through the unlined roof above the stage. The stage 
curtain can be closed to mitigate heat-loss from the stage, 
when the stage is not in use. Lining and insulating the roof 
above the stage would solve this problem and would 
address the disruption caused by excessive noise caused by 
rain on the un-lined roof. 
 
Cooling in Summer is not an issue due to there being no 
large windows into the internal space and the natural 
insulation of the building. Both sets of double ‘exit’ doors 
and the foyer doors can be opened to ventilate the room 
when necessary, but air conditioning is not perceived a 
necessity. 

Cleaning & waste management 

Users are required to clean the venue after hiring, and to 
take their rubbish with them. A contract cleaner is also 
used to ensure the hall is kept up to the required standard. 

Disability   

There is a wheelchair ramp to the northern side door of 
the main hall with a disabled parking space reserved right 
beside it. There is a wheelchair access toilet in the foyer. 
Through the foyer there is access to the ground floor 
refreshment area and the ex-library room. There is no 
ramp to the front entrance and no lift to allow access to the 
first floor supper room or the dress circle. There is no 
wheelchair access to the stage. 

Refreshment facilities 

There is a drinks fridge, serving counter and sink in the 
ground floor refreshment area. 
 
The bar/servery in the first floor supper room boasts a 
sideboard with glassware and china, a small drinks fridge 
and a glass washer. 
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Loading dock and access  

There is a loading dock with 2.5m double doors backstage 
at stage right, however it is currently unserviceable. The 
doors are in the process of being replaced, but there is very 
limited external access to the loading doors and no dock or 
ramp. The Management Committee recommends that 
access to the loading doors should be improved and 
facilities provided to enable access to the stage for 
wheelchairs and heavy equipment. 
 
There is a fire exit with a ramp from the north side of the 
main auditorium. 

Backstage/Dressing rooms  

There are two small dressing rooms (that are currently 
also used for storage) and a storage-room backstage with 
direct access to the stage area through a central door at the 
rear of the stage. The storage room may have originally 
been the green room as there is currently none. 

Foyer and Front of House  

The foyer plaster work and floor tiling is intact and there is 
a small glass fronted box –office booth. The two ground 
floor downstairs rooms can serve as lounges where 
necessary, with the southern room used for serving drinks 
and food. 

Staging 

The raked stage is a metre high in keeping with the style of 
the early 20th century. 
 
There is a small timber catwalk above the wings at stage 
right for handling scenery and flies. 
 
The wings are not large but they are serviceable and there 
is access, behind the backdrop, to two small dressing 
rooms, that are now used for storage, backstage.  
 
There is sufficient space above the stage to hang scenery as 
well as the existing retractable movie screen. The roof 
above the stage is currently unlined, which contributes 
significantly to heat loss, and noise during heavy rain 
events to an extent that performances cannot procede. 

Seating  

There are 100 stackable plastic chairs, 20 timber folding 
seats in racks of 5 making 100 and 50 fold up plush theatre 
seats in the dress circle. Many of these are in urgent need 
of re-upholstering. 

 
need Top:  The catwalk backstage 

Middle: The Dress Circle seats need re-upholstering  

Bottom: The lighting loom backstage   
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Exhibition assets 

The venue has not been used for exhibitions, with no 
picture rail in the first floor supper room. The main hall 
has limited natural light, no hanging system and no 
directable lighting, however a large sculpture exhibit, 
performance piece or installation could be housed in the 
hall. 

Power  

There is a 32 amp 3 phase socket in the wings near the 
fuse box, at stage left. 
There are 240v 10 amp sockets on the stage, in the hall, in 
the salon and refreshment room and in the supper room 
on the first floor. 

Audio 

As previously mentioned, the acoustics of the hall are 
extremely good for un-amplified vocal projection from the 
stage. It is possible for the natural reverberation to be 
dampened, if necessary by draping the front of the dress 
circle and the rear walls. 
 
The recently installed in-house sound system includes  
the following 
 
4 12” and horn speakers mounted on brackets above 

the stage 
1 8 channel Mixing console 
2 Db 1eQ 31 band graphic equalisers 
1 digitech AM412 radio microphone receiver 
2 hand held radio microphones 
1 Db Driverack 260 crossover and amplifier 
1 Numark MP3/CD player 
 
There is also a small portable PA cube suitable for speech-
making. 

AV  

There is a purpose built projection box above the dress 
circle, with a 16mm projector. There is also a long-throw 
data projector in the projection box. The projector does 
not belong to the Palais but is the property of a cinema 
enthusiast who provides his equipment, expertise and time 
available at no cost to the Palais. There is no data 
projector. The Management Committee recommends the 
acquisition of a long-throw data projector, to be installed 
in the projection box, to enable screenings when movies 
are no longer available in celluloid film format. 
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Lighting  

There is a lighting loom at stage left near the fuse box and 
a truss above the stage, behind the proscenium with 4 
large Fresnel luminaires.  
 
The original glass light shades in the hall have been 
retained, lending a soft warm light to events in the stalls. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration  

Given that the foyer, main hall and ancillary rooms retain 
much of their original plaster mouldings, honour boards, 
open fires, and period furniture, decoration is not essential 
to give the space ambience. Given the height of the ceiling 
in the main hall, suspending decorations is not practicable, 
although it would be possible to drape the front of the 
dress circle. 

Key contacts for user groups  

Management Committee: Shane Johnson  - 0408 363 196 
Monthly markets – Natalie West 6295 1828  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PPriorities for maintenance identified by 

uusers and management 

Short term: Replacement of the exit doors and 
crash bars in the south side of the main hall. 
 
Medium term: Re-upholster the dress circle 
seating 
 
Construction of a French drain around the rear, 
up-hill portion of the building to direct surface 
run-off away from the sub-floor and foundations 
to mitigate rising damp. 
 
Repair and reinstate the loading door access 

PPriorities for upgrades identified by users 

aand management 

Short term: Acquire a high quality, long throw 
digital projector for the projection box 
 
Construction of a concrete landing and access to 
the southern exit door in the side of the main hall 
 
Medium term: Construction of a covered walk-
way to the toilets at the rear 
 
Long term: Constructing an ‘air-lock’ at the side 
door entry from the car-park. 
 
 

 

 

 

Top: The lounge 
Middle: The ground floor drinks fridge 
Bottom: The exit doors need rebuilding 
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Geeveston Community Hall 

Brady Street Geeveston 
Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

KKey

    = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable

 

 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

   = Not an ideal venue

      = Particularly suitable

  = Suitable Venue 

       = No formal bar but tables available

      = No market at present
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The Geeveston Community Hall, backs onto Heritage Park 
and is close to the Forest Heritage Centre. It is a vibrant 
community heart for Geeveston. The user groups are 
represented on the Management Committee and are active 
and dedicated to making the hall a focus and benefit for 
the Geeveston community.  
 
The Hall’s proximity to accommodation for elderly 
residents make it an important facility for senior 
community members. The Hall is in almost daily use for 
fitness sessions, seniors events, and meals.  
 
This building was not designed for performances, with low 
ceilings and plenty of natural light, however small 
ensembles and variety nights are not impossible. The room 
is used frequently for seniors’ singalongs.  
 
The Guides and the local history group share the building. 

Past usage 

This hall was built in 2008, so current usage patterns are 
continuous since the opening. 

Current usage 

The Hall building incorporates an Archive and History 
Room, Scouts Room and Guides Room, a small 
kitchen/servery and the main hall. The Scouts are not 
currently operating so the Scout’s room is currently used 
as a store-room for chairs and a small moveable rostrum. 
 
The Hall enjoys regular weekly use by community groups 
including the Girl Guides, meals for pensioners, line 
dancing, health and wellness exercises and kick boxing. 
There is a monthly regular market run by members of the 
management committee. There are periodic events such 
as pensioner music days and the local Society for 
Creative Anachronism chapter, Lightwood, have held 
medieval feasts.  
 
Annual events include car rallies, the Christmas Pageant, 
Geeveston Spring Festival and Geeveston Carols which 
use the parkland in the rear as well as the hall.  
 
The Hall is also used as a polling station and a venue for 
community information meetings– such as a Heart 
Attack Information discussion held in early 2014. 
 
The Hall is also used for private gatherings – weddings, 
bridal showers, baby showers, birthday parties and 
funerals. 
 

 

 

 

Top:  Geeveston Community Hall interior 

Middle: The rear of the building showing the 
access to storage underneath  

Bottom: The view of the park from the deck   
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The Geeveston Primary School was listed for closure by 
the state government so it did not benefit from the recent 
Federal Government Schools Development Program. So 
unlike many localities that now enjoy new performing 
arts centres attached to schools, Geeveston does not have 
a public performance space in the township apart from 
the Community Hall.  

Shared amenities 

The Hall is shared with the Geeveston Guides  group and 
the local history group. 
 
There is some overlap between the community 
entrepreneurs at GeCO and the Hall, the Men’s Shed and 
the Lightwood Community workshops, now established 
in the old timber and metal working rooms at the 
Geeveston school. 

Suitability for music performance  

The Hall is used for pensioners music gatherings and 
sing-alongs, using the piano, however it is not equipped 
for a concert. With some draping to mitigate the natural 
reverberation, a small music performance could be 
staged with performers at floor level or on the 250mm 
high portable rostrum that is stored on-site. Stage 
lighting and small PA could be brought in. 
 
Currently, music performances in Geeveston are held in 
the Geeveston RSL club or at the Franklin Palais. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

The Hall is not really suitable for any but the most basic 
theatrical performance although drama workshops could 
be held in the space if the natural reverberation was 
reduced with draping. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

The Management Committee are keen to host more art 
exhibitions as a very successful school art show was hung 
on A frame screens provided by  another organisation. 
 
The Management Committee have identified arranging 
access to a picture hanging system as a top priority 

Suitability for film screenings 

Without access to equipment, no films are shown. The 
Management Committee have slated the acquisition of or 
access to a data projector, small PA, celing mount and 
retractable screen as a priority. 

 

Top: There is on-street parking in front 
of the hall and a large parking area 

behind the Forest Heritage Centre   

Bottom: One air-conditioner is not 
enough 
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Building structure  

As the building is six years old it is structurally very 
sound. Vandalism to the external heat pump was recently 
repaired by the Council and the Council undertakes 
regular maintenance of the grounds. 

Parking 

There is ample parking for 17 cars in the street directly in 
front and 20+ less then 100m away in the town car park.  

Toilet facilities 

Mens 1 Urinal 
 1 Disabled access cubicle 
 1  Basin 
Womens 1 Cubicle 
 1 Disabled access cubicle 
 1 Basin 
 1 Shower 

Cleaning & waste management 

Cleaning and rubbish removal are undertaken by a 
contractor appointed by the management committee. 

Temperature control 

There is a single heat-pump air conditioner, which has 
been recently repaired after being vandalised in early 
2014. This air conditioner has been found to be sufficient 
in the summer months, however it does not have the 
capacity to heat the building during the winter.  
Membrs of the management committee noted that the 
large deck along the back of the hall sucks cold air into 
the sub-floor area of the building via the open deck 
boards. 

Disability access 

There is an access ramp to the main door of the building 
which would allow for a wheel chair entry to all areas of 
the hall.  
 
There are disabled access cubicles - one in the mens and 
one in the women’s toilets. 

Refreshment and catering facilities  

There is a kitchen area with a conventional domestic 
stove, a microwave and a sink for the preparation and 
serving of food through a hatch to the main hall.  

Loading dock and access 

There are double doors at the entrance and a wheelchair 
access ramp to the front door, however large staging 
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sections or equipment would be difficult to manoeuvre 
into the building.  

Backstage and storage 

The Scouts room is currently used for storing seating. 
The Guide’s room could possibly be used for an ersatz 
dressing room, at a pinch, but permission would need to 
be sought from the Guide troop. 
 
There is a large space beneath the floor of the hall. A 
concrete slab has been poured in a portion the sub-floor 
area to provide flat and relatively dry storage. However 
the regular gaps in the treated pine decking on the floor-
level verandah let rain in and compromises the dry 
storage space. 

Foyer and Front of House  

The main doors open directly onto the hall. There is no 
foyer but the hall does have a spacious verandah at the 
rear which could be used as a ‘foyer’ space in warm 
weather. 

Staging 

The Management Committee have constructed a small 
carpeted 30cm high polygonal rostrum that can be 
moved relatively easily. It is sufficient for a single speaker 
or musician to sit or stand. 

Seating  

There are 100 new plastic moulded stackable chairs that 
the HVC required the committee to purchase to replace 
the existing seating. The old chairs that have been passed 
on to the RSL Club. 

Exhibition equipment 

A hanging system with tracking installed on the walls is 
viewed by the Management Committee as the acquisition 
of the highest priority. 

Power 

There are 240v 10 amp outlets in the kitchen, the hall 
and auxiliary rooms. There is no 3-phase outlet. 

Audio 

There is no in-house PA. The acoustics of the main hall 
room are ‘live’ – the room is acoustically noisy without a 
room full of people to absorb some of the reflected noise. 

Top: The kitchen  

Bottom: Chairs are stored in 
the Scout Room   
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AV  

A data projector and bracket, a suitable small PA and a 
retractable screen were identified as the other priority 
acquisition to allow for film screenings as well as audio 
visual presentations at information meetings, weddings, 
funerals and other community events. 
 
Lighting  
The general house lighting in the hall is  fluorescent 
strip-lighting and some incandescent down lights in the 
ceiling. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration  

The hall is new and the plaster walls preclude the 
attachment of any form of decoration. For events, any 
draping or backdrops would require push-up poles or the 
installation of some hanging points. 

Opportunities for events 

The location of the Geeveston Community Hall adjacent 
to Heritage Park is an opportunity for larger outdoor 
events. This hall is appropriate for its current uses, but it 
would also serve as an excellent operations centre for any 
festival that was to be held in the park behind it. 
 
The possibility of using the rear deck as a performance 
space/stage is precluded by the treated pine timber 
railings obscuring sight lines and the height above the 
ground. While the deck is unsuitable for performances, it 
would make a good vantage point for public address or 
an overview of activities in the park. 
 
Temporary staging could be sited below the deck, on the 
park, if performance space was required. 

Community links and promotion  

Events and public functions are promoted through the 
Huon News, HuonFM, GeCo – the Geeveston Community 
Centre and the newsletter of the local childcare centre, 
Wayraparatee Child and Family Centre  

Management committee 

The Hall Management Committee meets monthly and 
includes representatives of many of the user groups. 
Maree Masters rustimax01@yahoo.com 
Dave Prentice : 0427 900 044 
Maree and Dave manage the markets and many other 
community events.  
They are both on the Hall Management Committee  
Lois Bennett 6297 1522 and other Management 
Committee members are in the Line Dancing group.  

 

 

t 
y Top:  Poster for Society for Creative 

Anachronism event in Heritage Park  

Bottom: Heritage park   
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PPriorities for maintenance identified by management and users 

Short term: There is a plan to water-spray the exterior of the building to 
remove dust and cobwebs that have built up over Summer. It is considered 
that this is a bi-annual necessity. 

PPriorities for upgrades identified by management and users

Short term: The Management Committee have sought a quote for carpeting 
part of the hall, partly to soften the acoustic and partly for the exercise group 
that uses the venue for floor exercises for the elderly. 
 
Short term: An upgrade to the existing air conditioning system to allow for 
more effective heating in winter. 
 
Medium term: Access to a data projector and a stand or bracket and a 
retractable screen as a high priority. 
 
Access to a picture hanging system is also a high priority. 

OOpportunity for development 

Recommendation: That this venue would be ideally suited as an operations 
centre to an event that was staged in the adjoining parks – such as a large car 
show, the Geevetston Spring Fair or some other event generated by 
community interest. 

 

Below: Floor plan of Geeveston Community Centre courtesy of Huon Valley Council 
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Forest Heritage Centre 

Church Street Geeveston 

 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

 

Key 
      

       = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

The Geeveston Forest Heritage Centre is the old Geeveston 
Town Hall building. An exhibition of historic forestry practices 
is on permanent display in the ground floor gallery. The 
upstairs gallery also has a permanent display. 
 
Forestry Tasmania have taken over the management of the 
Heritage Centre and run it as a component of the Tahune Air 
Walk. The enterprise includes an informal tourist information 
centre. Ken Stronach is the current manager and he is 
contemplating opening up and activating the first floor gallery 
space in the future. 

Suitability for performance or film screenings 

The first floor gallery is extremely well designed for exhibitions, 
with plenty of uninterrupted wall space and a skylight for 
natural light as well as track-lighting. Much of the original 
architectural details are intact. 
 
There is a meeting room on the first floor with a large kitchen 
area adjoining which is an ideal space for meetings, clases and 
seminars, an operations centre or a catered event. 
 
There is a loading dock on the ground floor at the rear of the 
building. 
 

,

 

d Top: Ground floor forestry heritage 
exhibits 

Middle: First floor vestibule plaster-
work 
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The Heritage Centre building is not suitable as a 
performance space or for screening films. However, 
the Tahune Air Walk has performance spaces at their 
Southern Forests site on the Huon River. 

Contact  

Ken Stronach – Manager  
Tahune Air Walk  
0409415824  
ken.stronach@forestrytas.com.au 
 

Below: Panorama of first floor 
gallery 
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Surges Bay Hall 

Esperance Coast Road, Surges Bay 

  

y

Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not available 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

      = Particularly suitable

  = Suitable Venue 

      = No formal bar but tables available

      = No market at present

 

KeyKey

    = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable
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The Surges Bay Hall is another venue that is the locality 
marker, without which, Surges Bay would only exist on the 
map.  
 
This venue is a simple rural hall and its chief asset is its 
idyllic setting. With sufficient community impetus it could 
become the venue for a middle sized festival or camp, sited 
on the oval with the operations centre and a performance 
space in the hall, utilising the barbecue area as the base for 
a gas powered [or some other off-grid alternative] catering 
centre. 
 
This would make a great venue for an outdoor concert, a 
jousting tournament or some other event likely to create 
noise, as it is in a secluded setting. There are only two 
nearby dwellings.  
 
The ‘complex’ consists of the Hall, a covered barbeque 
area, a storage shed and the oval. The site was upgraded by 
the HVC and volunteers in 1999.  
 
The Hall is adequate for its uses at present, but with a 
growing population in the area, the venue may become a 
focus for some, as yet, unimagined activity, such as a 
regular market, an outdoor festival or regular classes. 
 
The Management Committee and local volunteers have 
invested significant energy into maintaining and 
upgrading the Surges Bay Hall. It has recently been 
painted and the floors re-coated. New, second-hand 
kitchen fittings have been installed as part of the kitchen 
refurbishment. 

Past usage 

The local cricket team used to use the oval but at present 
the team is not meeting. The oval is now used mostly for 
dog exercise and the repair of fish nets. 
 
The Hall is used for private parties and weddings and 
occasionally for meetings.  
 
The barbecue shelter is the part of the facility that gets 
most usage from the local community. 
 
A plaque in the entry area commemorates the voluntary 
work of local residents and members of the committee for 
completing Phase 1 renovations in 1999. 

Current usage 

The hall is used by the Geeveston chapter of the Society for 
Creative Anachronism, Lightwood, for medieval feasts. Its 

 

 

Top:  Surges Bay Hall and Barbecue 
Shelter from the oval 

Top middle: The same 

Bottom middle: The view of the oval 
from the  barbecue shelter and hall  

Bottom: Interior of the Hall   
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last large-scale booking was for the national launch of the 
Volkswagen ‘Amarok’.  
The corporate contribution by Volkswagen for the use of 
the Surges Bay complex enabled the floor of the hall to be 
sanded and varnished with satin polyurethane. 
 
There are no regular events or classes at the Hall but it is 
booked most weekends with meetings of Rotary, Huon 
Aquaculture social events and the regular Big Morning Tea 
fund raiser. The venue is also used as a polling booth. 

Suitability for music performance  

With some stage lighting brought in, Surges Bay Hall 
would be suitable for small scale musical performances – 
either acoustic or with a small PA. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

A theatre performance would need to be fairly self 
sufficient in set, lighting, and dressing-room and the wide 
but shallow stage would preclude most shows but allow for 
a cabaret or spoken work performance. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition  

The space could be suitable for a sculpture exhibition, a 
performance piece or installation – but it would be 
necessary to bring in lighting. 

Suitability for film screenings 

There is no perceived interest in film screenings, and as 
there are no black-out curtains films in summer would 
need to start late or some form of black-out arranged. The 
thought of sitting through a movie in a hall with folding 
chairs and scanty heating in winter is not an enticing one. 

Security 

There is a residence about 50 metres away and the only 
other dwelling around 200 metres away, and this relative 
seclusion means the Hall is vulnerable to break-ins and 
vandalism. A security upgrade is identified as desirable by 
the management committee. The main security breach at 
present is the dumping of domestic rubbish in the bins 
provided at the hall. 

Parking 

There is ample parking around the perimeter of the oval 
for 50 cars 

Toilet facilities 

The Surges Bay Hall is well provided with toilet facilities. 
The toilets were upgraded in ~2010 with the construction 
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of a new concrete block building constructed at the side of 
the hall.  
 
Male 1 urinal  External toilet 

block  1 Wheelchair accessible 
cubicle 

 1  basin 
Female 1 Wheelchair accessible 

cubicle 
 1 Ordinary cubicle 
 1  basin 
Female 2 Cubicles Internal toilets  
 1 basin 

Temperature control 

Cooling in summer in the hall is not seen to be an issue 
and the electric heater is considered adequate, although it 
trips the fuse box periodically and needs to be reset. 

Cleaning  

The Management Committee have a roster and users are 
required to leave the hall in a clean state. 

Waste management 

There is a 1000L plastic bin at the rear of the ‘barbecue 
bunker’ and the Management Committee see to its 
disposal at the tip. As mentioned, this is subject to miss-
use by some members of the public. 

Disability Access 

There is no designated wheelchair access. 
 
There is wheelchair access to the main hall through the 
main doors. 
 
There is wheelchair access to the barbecue area and the 
toilets. 

Refreshment facilities 

There is a gas powered hotplate, bench-top, sink and 
outdoor timber table and bench units in the barbecue 
shelter.   
 
In the hall there is a kitchen and serving area with a 
refrigerator, domestic stove/oven, cupboards, some china 
and glassware, a sink, an electric hot-water system and 
bench space. This has recently been refurbished but is not 
of a commercial standard for cooking but adequate for 
heating and serving. 
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Drinking water is collected from the roof of the premises 
into a 30,000L tank. Council advises that the water should 
be boiled for 5 minutes prior to consumption and have 
recommended the installation of a water purification unit. 

Loading dock and access 

There are two double doors at the front of the building, 
leading into a small foyer area and then the hall. Any 
equipment (such as lighting, dressing or PA) would need 
to come in through the main doors. It is also the public 
access to the building. 

Backstage  

There is no back-stage, wings, dressing-room or green-
room. There is a good amount of storage to the side of the 
main hall. This area can also be used as a bar for serving 
alcohol but has no built-in bar facilities. 

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a tiny foyer that could feasibly be used as the box 
office area with a table to take entry fees. 

Staging 

There is a 2m x 9m x 40cm high timber stage across the 
entire width of the eastern end of the building. Access is by 
a small step at either side at the wall. 

Seating 

There are 100 black folding chairs and 15 folding moulded 
plastic tables. 

Exhibition assets 

There are no existing access in the hall but portable 
exhibition screens and directional lighting could enable art 
exhibition. An installation or performance art piece could 
be staged in the Hall. 

Audio 

The acoustic is very live, but it can be mitigated by a hall 
full of people.  
 
The hall is 17m x 9m, so a small hired PA would be 
sufficient for a live music performance. 

AV  

It is considered that the presence of a data projector and 
sound system would make the hall vulnerable to break-ins. 
Temporary access to a projector, screen and small PA 
would enable the Management Committee to hold movie 
nights in the warmer months. 

 

 

Top:  The kitchen and meeting room  

Bottom: In the kitchen 
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Lighting  

There are only fluorescent strip-lights in the main hall. 
There are no stage lights or truss. Lighting would have to 
be hired in for any performance. 

Power 

There is no 3-phase outlet, however there are three 
separate electrical circuits in the building.  
 
The wiring has recently been upgraded and a new fuse box 
installed. 

Water 

Drinking water is collected in a rainwater tank from the 
roof of the Hall. The water is not safe for human 
consumption and boiling is recommended. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

The wall panelling has timber battens that would accept 
hooks or screws to allow for the hanging of decorations or 
theme-ing. 
 
There are 4 metal cross-ties at 4 metre intervals, 4 metres 
high, that could be used to hang draping or other 
decorations. An engineer could be engaged to assess their 
carrying capacity for lighting, draping or other 
decorations. 

Key contacts for user groups 

Trevor Whittmer – Management Committee 
trumms@bigpond.net.au 
0400 359 046 
Paul Sleigh – Lightwood, SCA – 0407 468 244 
 
 

PPriorities for upgrades identified by the 

mmanagement committee 

Short term: Security upgrade, linking the hall directly to 
the home of a management committee member 
 
Short term: Water purification unit 
 
Medium term: There has been some discussion of the 
installation of playground equipment  
 

 

Above:  The recently upgraded wiring 
and breaker switches 
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Dover Old School Gallery 

 ‘Old School’ Buildings, Huon Highway, Dover 

 
 
 

Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

      = Not an ideal venue

     = Particularly suitable

     = Suitable Venue 

     = No formal bar but tables available

     = No market at present

Key

     = Not available

     = Available
     

     = Access desirable
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The Far South is the area of the Huon that has sustained 
the slowest growth in recent years. The Far South Regional 
Arts Group, the group that established the Old School 
Gallery, envisaged that the space would have an important 
role to play in raising the profile of arts practitioners in the 
South and building a reputation for a strong arts 
community. 
 
Apart from the Forest Heritage Centre in Geeveston, the 
Dover Gallery is the only purpose built art exhibition space 
that the HVC owns. 
 
Sharing the building with the Dover Online Access Centre 
and adjacent to the Dover Community Workshop, grassed 
areas and a garden and gazebo, the Gallery is ideally 
placed to be run on a semi-commercial basis, selling works 
by local artists, providing a tourism centre and as the 
venue for exhibitions and lecture series on local history 
and other events. 

Past usage  

This building was once the Dover school house. The 
Gallery was a class room. It was developed as a Gallery by 
the Far South Regional Arts Group and its management 
has since been taken over by the Far South Community 
Association. It has been the venue for several exhibitions 
of work of local artists when it was first commissioned as a 
gallery by the Far South Regional Arts group. 
 
The Community Workshop, on the same site, was the Fire 
Station but was bought by the Far South Community 
Association and used as a Youth Centre and now it is the 
Community Workshops, although the building has been 
assumed by the HVC into Council owned premises. 

Current usage 

It is now used for meetings, private functions and for 
Government agency information sessions. There was a 
three week exhibition commemorating the centenary of 
WWI in April 2014. There are moves to re-establish a 
program of art exhibitions.  

Suitability for music performance 

Small acoustic chamber performances would be ideal for 
this space, which comfortably seats 40 to 50. Low wattage 
LED stage lighting would need to be hired in and set up on 
light trees. As the room is small it does not require a PA, 
most instruments would be heard acoustically. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

The space could be suitable for a small cabaret, spoken 
word address, panel chat, discussion or one-person show. 

 

 

Top: Interior of the Old School Gallery 

Top middle: The garden near the 
entrance 

Bottom middle: Directional lighting 

Bottom: the Community Workshop is 
next door. There is ample space for an 
outdoor component to an event at the 
gallery. 
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Low wattage LED stage lighting would need to be hired in 
and set up on light trees. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition  

This space was specifically designed as gallery space for 
hanging 2D shows. With plinths, ceramics and sculpture 
works could also be displayed. 

Suitability for film screenings 

With the provision of a digital projector, small PA and a 
screen on a stand, the space could be used successfully for 
film screenings for audiences of up to 40 people.  

Parking  

There is adequate parking for around 10 cars in the 
parking area but there is room for many more in roadside 
parking in the main street of Dover and on the open 
grassed area behind the Community Workshop.  

Toilet facilities 

The single toilet in the building was refurbished but the 
task was never completed. The door to the external wall 
and disability access ramp was never finished, and the 
hand-basin was installed in the wall in such a way that it 
obstructs the functioning of an external door. 
Consequently, the only access to the toilet is through the 
Dover Online Access Centre and it does not comply with 
disabled access specifications. 
 
However, the building can be used as a gallery space 
without provision of toilets. There are public toilets across 
the road.  
 
An upgrade of the toilets would enhance the building’s 
usefulness as an accessible venue. 
 
The resiting of the hand-basin and the completion of the 
external access to the toilet would make this gallery more 
accessible and practical.  

Cleaning and waste management 

The Far South Community Association have a roster to 
clean the Dover Online Access Centre, but hirers are 
required to clean the gallery. 

Disability Access 

There is wheelchair access to the gallery. 
 
There is no disability access toilet.  

Top: The disabled toilet without disabled 
access 

Middle: The external door to the disabled 
toilet 

Bottom: The kitchen 



 79

Refreshment facilities  

There is a small kitchen in the foyer to the gallery from 
which tea/coffee and refreshments could be served. 

Loading dock and access  

There is no loading dock. 

Backstage  

There is no backstage or back of house. The only other 
rooms in the building are part of the Dover Online Access 
Centre. 

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a small kitchenette at the entry of the gallery, and 
a small vestibule that is shared with the Dover Online 
Access Centre. 

Staging 

There is no stage. 

Seating 

When events with a sit-down audience have been held, 
such as lectures combined with history exhibits, chairs 
have been borrowed from somewhere else (such as the 
RSL Club, which has been generous about loaning 
seating).  
 
There are currently 14 chairs . The room will seat up to 70 
comfortably. 

Exhibition assets 

There is a picture rail around the cream timber walls. The 
picture hanging system is stored on-site . There are six 
spotlights on universal mounts oriented towards each of 
three walls: eighteen lights in all, and good natural lighting 
from windows in the western wall.  

Power 

240v 10amp outlets in the gallery and in the kitchen. 

Opportunities for collaboration  

The Dover Community Workshop is on the same site – a 
project to support art exhibitions or to create pieces for 
exhibition could be organised. 
 
The Dover High School is currently running adult art and 
craft courses and there is a need for a local outlet for these 
locally produced works. 
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Production assets 

There is no PA, stage lighting or truss, data projector or 
screen.  
 
Contacts: David Hay Secretary Treasurer – Far South 
Community Association 6298 1552 
 
 
 
 

PPriorities for maintenance identified by 

uusers and managers 

Short term: Repair the heat pump so that the 
building can be heated and used in Winter. 

PPriorities for upgrades 

Medium term: Acquire some more chairs and 
folding plastic moulded tables. 
 
Medium term: Move the hand-basin and 
complete the abandoned wheelchair ramp and 
commission the external entry to the toilet. 
 
Medium term: Re-establish the Gallery as a 
centre for exhibiting and selling local arts, 
particularly ceramics, as a tourist information 
centre and an exhibition space for local art 
prizes, lectures and history exhibitions. The 
Huonville Tourist Information Centre is a model 
that community members identified. 
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Dover High School Hall 

6940 Huon Highway, Dover 

 
 

 

Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

    

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

Key

 

 
 

 

Key

     = Not available

      = Available
     

      = Access desirable
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The Dover High School is close to the centre of the Dover 
township.  

It has two large spaces that are available for hire out of 
school-hours by the general public. The School is actively 
promoting the use of both the sports centre and the hall 
for use by the local community. 
 
The Sports Centre was relocated from out of the Dover 
Township to the High School where it is used by the 
students for basketball and recently was the venue for a 
weekend boxing tournament. 
 
The School Hall has a good stage with drawing curtains, a 
small backstage area, plenty of seating and an adjoining 
kitchen and servery. 
 
Both buildings could be used as venues in a larger event 
which could incorporate the school grounds and adjacent 
oval.  
 
The Sports Centre could be used to stage a youth event, 
but given that the Hall is more suitable for the cultural 
events canvassed by this report, the focus of this section is 
on the Hall. 

Ownership 

The Dover High School Hall is not owned by the HVC. 

Current usage 

Outside of school hours the Hall is used for Bingo nights, 
shared meals, social events and meetings. 

Suitability for music performance 

The dimensions of the hall, high ceiling, spacious stage, 
flexible seating, carpeted floor and back-stage areas make 
the Hall very suitable for a concert, variety show or recital. 
It is the only suitable concert venue south of Franklin. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

While the wing space is not large, there is no lighting truss 
or loom and the dressing rooms are currently used by the 
P&C to store stock for a fund-raising Op Shop, the venue 
could still be used to stage a theatrical presentation. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

The Hall could be suitable for exhibition art works but 
given the Old School Gallery is in the same locality, the 
School Hall would be a secondary choice. 

 

 

Top:  The Dover High School Hall 
interior 

Middle: The Dover High School 
Sport Center interior 

Bottom: A gazebo in the grounds 
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Suitability for film screenings 

The Hall has a ceiling mounted projector, a sound 
system and a screen so it is ideally placed for film 
screenings.  

Parking 

The school parking area has space for 20+ vehicles. 

Toilet facilities 

There is a separate toilet block 50 metres from the 
entrance to the Hall.  
 
There are backstage toilets and a shower in dressing 
rooms in the Hall.  

Cleaning and waste management 

Users are expected to remove their own rubbish and 
clean the spaces, but school contract cleaners 
maintain the venues during the week. 

Disability Access 

There is wheelchair access to the building. 
 
There are disability access toilets in the separate toilet 
block. 

Refreshment and catering facilities  

There is a large kitchen with a refrigerator, stove and 
two sinks with a serving hatch into the hall for food 
preparation.  

Stage 

The stage has a proscenium arch. The timber stage is 
.8m high, and carpeted, with two sets of treads for 
access at the front and access from the dressing room 
at the rear of stage left. 
 
There are a set of timber risers stored on stage 
suitable for a choir or for extending the stage forward. 

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a small vestibule at the entrance to the hall. 
Tickets would be most easily sold from a table set up 
inside the entrance to the Hall. 

Seating 

There are around 100 plastic stacking chairs and 
several timber benches stored in the Hall. The school 
has other chairs that could be hired or loaned to fill 

 

 

 

Top:  The kitchen off the auditorium 

Top middle: The auditorium is carpeted. 

Bottom middle: The in-house sound system  

Bottom: The data projector is ceiling mounted   
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the hall to a capacity of 250 – 300. 
 
There are 10 lightweight moulded plastic tables stored in 
the hall. 

Power 

There are four double 240v 10 amp power outlets on the 
stage. 
 
Temperature control 
The Hall has air conditioners for heating and cooling. 

Audio 

There is a small in-house sound system with two speakers, 
a two channel mixer and amplifier and a hand held radio 
microphone. 

AV  

There is a ceiling mounted data projector and a screen on 
stage linked to the sound system. 

Lighting  

There are no truss or attachment points for stage lighting.  
 
The Hall is illuminated by recessed fluorescent strip-lights. 

Key contacts for user groups 

Jane Heather - 6295 1968 
0428 982 195  jane.heather@education.tas.gov.au 
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Southport Community Centre 

8606 Huon Highway, Southport 
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Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

    

Asset summary 

Key

     = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable
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The Southport Community Centre is sited in an idyllic 
setting on land donated to the Southport community by 
the Bradley family. It is not a hall at all but casual 
performances are staged there and it is an important site 
for the community for social gatherings, sports events and 
monthly community meals.  
 
The new Centre was built to replace the old Community 
Centre at Southport near the beach, which had once been 
the hospital.  
 
The main building comprises a basketball court and 
sporting equipment storeroom in an unlined colourbond 
shed, a comfortable utility room, with a kitchen/serving 
area (recently upgraded to commercial standard), and an 
amenities area. The Management Committee has 
constructed a pizza oven in a timber meal shelter/rotunda. 
There is a storage container for camping equipment. The 
building is sited in an idyllic setting that has been 
successfully used for camping. 

Past usage 

The Southport Community Centre was built on land 
bequeathed to the community in 1996 and was a focus for 
local youth basketball teams but changing demographics 
have led to the waning of local sporting groups and the 
waxing of communal food sharing events. 

Current usage 

There is a weekly yoga class, private parties and functions, 
a regular knitting group and a community pizza night on 
or near the full moon.  
 
The maintenance and equipment upgrades, such as the 
recent overhaul of the catering facilities, are funded by the 
income generated from a book the Southport Community 
Centre committee publish called ‘Battlers from the Bush’ 
by Bruce Poulson. 

Suitability for music performance 

The comfortable utility room has been used for ‘house 
concert style’ concerts.   
 
A deck between the building and the pizza oven rotunda 
has been identified by the management committee as the 
first priority. The deck will act as a stage for outdoor 
performances, and could also be used for seating when a 
performance isn’t part of an event. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

The idyllic setting makes the site conducive to an outdoor 
performance but there is little theatrical infrastructure. All 

 

 

 

 
Top:  The Southport Community Centre 

main entrance with wheelchair ramp 

Top middle: Basket-ball court 

Bottom middle: The utility room  

Bottom: The wood-fired pizza oven and 
dining gazebo   
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production equipment would have to be brought in. A 
touring company that carried all their own lights, sound, 
props and sets, staging, wardrobe etc could do worse than 
exploit the natural setting. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

There are no assets that would facilitate a hung 2D 
exhibition, however an outdoor sculpture exhibition, 

performance piece, environmental artwork or installation 
could be staged. The feasibility of the finances or the 
likelihood of drawing an audience would be a matter for 
the proponents. 
 
It may be possible that there is an exhibition of works that 
would suit the architecturally brutal basketball court 
interior, as it has good natural light. 

Suitability for film screenings 

The SCC would need to acquire a digital short-throw 
projector and a screen. Ros thought that these would 
become a liability, become obsolete or require technical 
support or repairs in a relatively short time and make the 
Centre a target for break ins. When public information 
meetings are held, the people who run public information 

meetings bring their own data projector, lap-top and 
screen. 

Building structure & OH&S compliance 

The building was built to 1996 OH&S, catering and 
building standards. However, the First Aid Kits were 
stolen. Exit lights, exits and crash bars are standard. 

Parking  

There is space for about 20 cars in the parking area in 

front of the buildings but there is unlimited parking in the 
adjacent paddock which is part of the SCC site. 

Toilet facilities 

Male  1 Urinal 
 1 Cubicle 
 1 Hand basin 
 1 Mop sink 
Unisex 1 Disabled access toilet 
Female 1 Cubicle 
 1 Handbasin 
 1 Shower 
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Cleaning and waste management 

Users are required to clean the venue before they leave. 
There is a cleaning roster of Management Committee. 

Disability Access 

There is wheelchair access to the building, reserved 
parking, one disability access toilet and the ground is 
relatively level if not smooth 

Refreshment & catering facilities  

The Management Committee has recently upgraded the 
kitchen and serving facilities to commercial standard. 
 
The wood-fired pizza oven is used regularly by residents 
for community feasts on, or around, the full moon. 

Loading dock and access 

There are large double doors on to the basketball court. 
The management committee have a long-term plan to 
construct double doors from the utility room to the deck to 
make the utility room serve as a greenroom during 
concerts. 

Backstage and storage 

In the event of a large outdoor concert, the basketball 
court could be temporarily arranged to serve as a dressing 
area. 
 
There is storage for sports equipment in a room off the 
side of the basketball court. There is a container parked 
behind the building for more storage. 

Foyer and Front of House  

There is a tiny foyer in the building that is the common 
entryway to the utility room, the basketball court and then 
toilets. 

Staging 

There is a priority proposal for decking to double as a 
stage from the building to the pizza area. 

Seating 

There are 90 plastic stackable chairs, 18 folding trestle 
tables stored off the basketball court.  
 
The utility room is furnished with comfortable plush sofas 
around two walls with seating for 15+. 

 

 

 



 89 

Temperature control 

There are suspended radiant heaters considered adequate 
for the utility room. Cooling is not seen as a priority. There 
is no climate control in the basketball court. 

Exhibition assets  

There is no effective hanging space, although all spaces 
available have been adorned with works created by the 
community and small pieces of environmental art. 

Audio  

There is a small domestic stereo. For large outdoor 
concerts a PA and generator would need to be brought in. 

AV  

There is no projector or screen and these are viewed as 
liable to make the centre vulnerable to break-ins if they 
were stored on-site. However, the management group 
have suggested access to projection equipment, to be 
brought in for screenings, may be of use in the future. 

Lighting  

There are only fluorescent strip lights in the utility room. 
There are suspended electric lights in the basketball court. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

The basketball court is lined with nets so it would be 
feasible to hang fabric, drapes, decorations or theming. 
However it would be a challenge to deploy enough to 
enhance the brutal asthetic of the unlined metal shed. 

Power 

There is no 3-phase outlet. There are several 240v 10amp 
outlets in the main room and kitchen servery. 

Water 

The water supply is collected from the roof of the building 
and stored in a tank at the rear. 
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Key contacts for user groups 

Roz Wright Management Committee 6298 3139  
Jane Thiele Management Committee and Far South 
Regional Arts 6298 3197 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-HVC venues 

 
There are three other venues in Dover that are used for 
music performances: The Dover Oval club rooms, the 
Dover Sailing Club and the Dover Golf Club. 
 
All are smaller than the High School Hall and are more 
suitable for ‘pub gigs’ than for concerts. They have limited 
seating, no stages, low ceilings and licenced bar facilities in 
the venue space. 
 
The Dover Golf Club has a parquet dance floor and is used 
frequently for wedding receptions and private parties. 
 
None of these would be suitable for any form of theatrical 
production as they are not large venues and any staging 
that could be brought in would necessarily be small. 
 
While it is possible that these could be used for screening 
films, band performances or cabarets, none have facilities 
comparable to the High School Hall. 
 

  

PPriorities for maintenance 

Short term: Replacement First Aid kits. 

PPriorities for upgrades 

Short term: Decking/staging to be constructed  
between the building and the pizza rotunda.  
A grant has been secured for this project and  
work is due to begin in the near future. 
 
 

 

 

 

Above:  The proposed stage will link the 
Community Centre to the pizza gazebo 

 

 
 
 

Top:  The Dover Golf Club 

Above: The Golf Club bar 
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Pelverata Memorial Hall 

1237 Pelverata Rd, Pelverata 

Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

KeyKey

      = Not available

      = Available
       

      = Access desirable

      = Not an ideal venue

     = Particularly suitable

  = Suitable Venue 

     = No formal bar but tables available

     = No market at present
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Pelverata Memorial Hall is another of the halls that are the 
sole marker of their locality. The Hall has an active 
Management Committee, which was recently been 
confounded by the death of the instigator of many 
improvements to the Hall, Craig Saunders. Biddy Duggan 
is the caretaker. 
 
Recently, the Management Committee and volunteers 
constructed a splendid mud-brick barbecue shelter that 
has become a favourite stop with RV tourists, local 
picnickers and for parties. 
 
The state of Pelverata Rd and the venue’s isolation are 
impediments to a significant increase in the level use at 
present. The semi-transient nature of the local community 
also inhibits greater use patterns. However in the future 
the Pelverata community is likely to increase in line with 
other communities in the Huon. 
 
There is a large flat area (once levelled for an abandoned 
tennis court project) behind the Hall, which would make 
an excellent site for camping in the event that a small, site-
specific festival or event. 

Past usage 

The hall was used for dances and social events since it was 
built in 1971. The previous timber hall, on another site up 
the road, was destroyed in the 1967 fires. It was in 
constant use by the six large extended families that made 
up the Pelverata community. The current hall is built on 
the site of what was the old Pelverata School.  
 
The hall has been used as an evacuation centre during 
bushfire emergencies, as was the previous hall before it 
was burned down in 1967. 

Current usage 

The attractive, practical, well designed barbecue area is 
used regularly. Campervan groups use the grounds for 
camping and private functions. The caretaker is 
discretionary about the use of the hall for private parties 
for younger hirers, partly in order to protect the hall 
amenities and partly to prevent increased risks of 
accidents caused by large volumes of traffic on Pelverata 
Rd late at night. 
 
Until recently the hall has had regular use for folk music 
performances and film nights but these have been 
suspended. 
 
Some of the local families have staged massive family 
reunions at the hall every few years. 

 

 

 

Top:  Pelverata Memorial Hall 

Middle: The barbecue shelter 

Bottom: The Hall interior 
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Community engagement  

Council pay for the maintenance of the hall and provide a 
~$2,500 grant to the Hall Committee who eke out the 
repairs and maintenance by using volunteer labour to do 
what they can legally undertake. 
 
The Hall Committee members have recently resealed the 
timber floors, installed dead-locks on the windows, and 
purchased a second microwave oven for the kitchen. The 
barbecue area was constructed in 1999 by volunteers, led 
by Craig Saunders, who also led the group that made the 
attractive mud-bricks that form the walls of the shelter.  

Shared amenities 

There is an internet-node installed in the ceiling of the 
building, which serves users in the local area. 

Suitability for music performance  

The hall has good live natural acoustics and is unique in 
that there are acoustic curtains already installed on rails 
mounted to the walls to dampen any unwanted reverb.  
 
The ceilings are high. There is a small stage at the main 
entry end of the hall, which is not ideal as it is off centre, 
and late comers may cause a disruption, but this is not a 
significant drawback. The stage has adequate space for a 
trio or string quartet to perform comfortably. This is not 
the venue for a back-line or amplified music. 
 
There is an upright piano that is currently not on the stage 
but there are plans to lift it the 60 cm to the stage. 
Currently it is sitting in an ideal spot to accompany a silent 
film. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

There is no backstage area. There is no access to the stage 
from outside, no dressing rooms, and no wings. The stage 
space is small  (~4m x 3m). It would be a good stage for a 
spoken word address, an interview of 2 or 3 people or a 
one-person monologue.  

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

There are no picture rails, although there is a lot of 
uniform, warm cream blank wall-space. The natural light 
is from windows in the north wall, and artificial lighting is 
from fluorescent strip lights. A travelling exhibition, a 
sculpture exhibition, a performance piece or installation 
could be displayed here supposing they brought their own 
display materials or if temporary display screens could be 
sourced. 

 

 

Top:  Turnbuckles are used to tension the 
curtain rigging 

Bottom: The movie screen mounted above 
the stage 
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Suitability for film screenings  

Until recently the hall was used for screening films. There 
is currently a retractable screen mounted over the stage 
and with the acoustic curtaining, the room is ideal for 
showing films. The hall does not have a DVD or celluloid 
projector: film night organisers would need to source a 
projector and small compatible sound system. Sourcing 
films that are licenced for public exhibition is increasingly 
difficult. 
 
Sitting on plastic chairs in a hall in winter is an uninviting 
prospect for film screenings, although the acoustic 
curtains also help to hold the heat. 

Temperature control 

There are 4 electric bar heaters mounted on the walls – 3 
in the hall and one on the stage. 

Building structure  

The building is in very good order with the floors having 
recently been resealed (2013). Maintenance is undertaken 
regularly by the Committee. 

Parking  

There is parking for up to 20 cars in front of the hall and 
there is a large flat area that was prepared for a tennis 
court above the hall that is ideal as a car park. 
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Toilet facilities  

Mens 1 cubicle Inside the 
hall  1 urinal 

 1 hand-
basin 

Womens 2 cubicles 
 1 hand 

basin 
Disabled 
access 
shared 
gender 

1 toilet Conjoined to 
the building 
behind the 
hall 

 1 hand-
basin 

Cleaning and waste management  

The hall manager does the routine cleaning. Users are 
required to take any rubbish with them, as are barbecue 
users, but there is a bin provided and it is cleared and the 
rubbish taken to the tip by the hall manager on a voluntary 
basis. 

Disability Access 

There is a disabled parking area at the entrance to the 
barbecue area and wheelchair access ramps to the 
barbecue area, the accessible toilet and into the hall itself. 
 
The disability access toilet is at the rear of the building. 
 
There is no wheelchair access to the stage. 

Refreshment facilities  

There is a fully functioning kitchen and servery with 
crockery and cutlery for 80 people. There is 80+ dinner 
settings; enough for the hall to be used successfully for 
wedding receptions. There is a domestic stove, a 
refrigerator, urn and microwave oven. 

Loading dock and access  

There is no loading dock but equipment can be wheeled 
into the hall through the front entrance via the ramp to 
double doors. 

Backstage and storage  

There is no backstage area. There is a storage locker for 
chairs and trestle tables outside the front door. 

 

 

 

Top:  The women’s toilets 

Top middle: Wheelchair access  

Bottom middle: The kitchen  

Bottom: The piano   
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Foyer and Front of House  

There is a small built-in box office with a ticket window 
just before the main door of the hall. Access to the box 
office is through the kitchen. 

Staging 

There is a built in timber stage 2m x 4m x 0.6m with a 
single flight of treads to it. 

Seating  

There are 60 seats and several trestle tables – all of which 
have had their feet bound to protect the recently varnished 
floor. 

Exhibition assets  

There are none in the building but access to portable 
exhibition screens, plinths and lighting would enable the 
space to be used for art exhibitions and other displays. 

Audio, AV and Lighting  

There is no in-house PA but the acoustics in the hall are 
excellent. There are black fabric drapes on tracks that can 
be drawn across the back of the room to dampen 
reverberation, or drawn back to allow natural light in. 
 
There is a screen mounted above the stage, but no 
projector or sound system. 
 
There is fluorescent strip lighting in the hall. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration  

The hall rules forbid any attachment of any kind to the 
wall, which is the reason that the gloss enamel on the walls 
looks like it did the day it was applied in 1971. 

Power  

There is no 3-phase outlet. There are 5 single 240v 10amp 
outlets in the hall and 2 double socket 10 amp power 
points in the kitchen. 

Water 

Rain water is collected from the roof in a polypropylene 
tank at the rear of the building 

Security  

Apart from low-level vandalism and breaking of the 
vegetation belt for firewood, there have only been two 
notable break-ins since the hall was built in 1971, in spite 
of its remote location and isolation. There is a house 
directly opposite, which may help to mitigate vandalism. 
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Opportunities for collaboration 

With the internet access onsite it may be possible to use 
the venue for live broadcasts, either in to or out of the hall. 

Key contacts for user groups  

There are no regular classes or groups using the hall at 
present, although local musicians use the venue several 
times annually for folk music performances. 
 
The Hall is managed by Biddy Duggan 6266 3457 
 

PPriorities for maintenance identified by the 

HHall Management Committee 

Short term: Sand and revarnish the timber 
window frames in the hall. 
 
The varnish needs stripping off one of the 
barbecue area tables. It is going to be oiled instead 
of varnished to simplify it’s maintenance as the 
table is unprotected. 
 
Remove a large senescent Silver Wattle from the 
north side of the building. (This has been done 
since the drafting of this report.) 
 
A garden to memorial garden for Craig Saunders 
is planned. 

 

Top:  The Management Committee has scheduled 
sanding and oiling the window frames 

Bottom: The old Silver-wattle has been removed as 
it was becoming a hazard   
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PPriorities for upgrades identified by the 

HHall Management Committee 

Short term: The open fire and chimney in the 
barbecue area smokes, in spite of the fact that 
it is the focal feature of the facility. The notion 
of removing the fireplace has been discussed 
but rejected because of its intrinsic importance 
to the barbecue area. While there is an electric 
barbecue plate available, the fire-pit is far 
more popular, in spite of the failure of the 
chimney to draw efficiently.  Several interim 
measures have been attempted, such as the 
insertion of a 200L drum into the pit to raise 
the height of the fire, but this has not been 
particularly effective. 
 
A trial could be made to test whether extending 
the rear cowling further around the 
circumference of the pit or lowering the height 
of the flue could solve this problem. 
 
Medium term: A small exhibition about the 
history of the Hall and Pelverata, on 
permanent display in the hall. 
 

Above:  The fireplace with the remedial 
200L drum inserted.  The problem may be 

solved by extending the cowling around 
further to help the chimney draw 

 

 



 100 

Cygnet Town Hall  

Mary Street Cygnet 

 
Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

Key

      = Not available

       = Available
       

       = Access desirable

 

MCC26/40/1/137 Plan - Proposed Public buildings, Lovett (M14) courtesy of the Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office 

      = Particularly suitable

  = Suitable Venue 

      = No formal bar but tables available

      = No market at present
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The Cygnet Town Hall is enjoying its centenary this year. 
Given the diversity of rooms in the Cygnet Town Hall 
building, the various storage areas and the flexibility of the 
public spaces, the Hall is supremely suitable for its 
multiple purposes.  
 
Large sash windows, good ventilation, excellent floor 
surfaces, and access to power make it difficult to imagine a 
more suitable centre for the social and community life of 
Cygnet. 
 
There is no management committee for the Cygnet Town 
Hall and Supper Room, but the building is managed by 
Southern Business Services, which has its office in a front 
room of the building. The benefit of this arrangement is 
that someone is usually on-site during business hours and 
is available to users. It has been proposed that a ‘Friends 
of…’ group be established to collaborate on general 
maintenance discuss improvements.  

Past usage 

Cygnet Town Hall has been the heart of the social life of 
the Cygnet community since its construction 100 years 
ago. It was regularly used for balls and dances and was a 
cinema on Saturday nights for many years. The 
mechanism for raising and lowering the projection screen 
is still in place, as is the framework for the screen. 
 
The hall was used by the local badminton group until the 
mid ‘90s and by the carpet bowls teams, before they 
moved their games to the Huon Christian Life Church that 
has a carpeted floor and is easier to heat.  
 
The Hall has been the venue for large-scale events such as 
the TSO and the Australian Opera touring group that 
staged the Magic Flute in the 1990s. Other touring groups 
such as TasDance, Legs off the Wall, Bang Crash Tap, The 
Huon Valley Concert Band and the Spooky Men’s Chorale 
have held concerts in the Hall. 

Current usage 

Cygnet Town Hall is viewed as the premier venue south of 
Hobart by touring performers. The versatility of the hall 
and reasonable hire fees coupled with the active support 
from the community and reliable audiences ensure a 
reasonable box office income and make it the regional 
venue of choice.  
 
It has been the venue for the St James Catholic College 
May Ball for decades. 
 

 

 

Top:  WWII soldiers assembled  

Top middle: 15 Dec  1967 Weekly Courier  

Bottom middle: Mother Goose pantomime  

Bottom: HAEG art exhibition   

 

Picture courtesy Cygnet Living History Museum 

t 
Weekly Courier 15.12.67  courtesy  Loretta Marchant 

Picture courtesy Mother Goose  
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It is used regularly by community groups for concerts and 
dances. It is the main-stage for the Cygnet Folk Festival. It 
is the home of Mother Goose Productions for the bi-annual 
Christmas pantomime. 
 
It was recently the venue for the joint Town Hall 
Centenary and 150th Anniversary of the Cygnet Regatta 
ball. 
 
The Huon Art Exhibition Group holds an annual art 
exhibition in the main hall.  
 
The bi-monthly Cygnet Market is held in the hall. 
 
It has been used periodically as a polling place and as a 
venue for public meetings, as a wet weather contingency 
venue for Remembrance Day and ANZAC Day memorial 
events. 

Commercial opportunities 

The Cygnet Town Hall building also houses Southern 
Business Services, the Cygnet Online Centre and the 
Lovett Art Gallery as separate entities in the building. 
Regular, long term user groups such as the Cygnet Arts 
Council, the Cygnet Folk Festival, the Life Drawing group, 
Yoga groups, the Huon Arts Exhibition Group and the 
Cygnet Markets have storage in the building in the many 
alcoves, store-rooms and cupboards in the building. These 
assets are often shared in situations that contribute to the 
community. 

Shared amenities 

The hall has trestle tables and chairs that are available for 
events – usually on-site but these can be hired out. 
 
A suite of equipment owned by the Cygnet Arts Council 
and the Cygnet Folk Festival is available to event 
organisers at no cost or a modest donation. This means 
that production and performance costs for visiting 
performers can be minimal, making the profits from a gig 
in a small town comparable to a big city gig when the 
comparative expenses are taken into account.  
 
The Arts Council owns mugs and tea/coffee making 
equipment, a data projector and screen, rope light and 
other decorations that are readily available for use by local 
groups.  
 
The Cygnet Folk Festival owns a set of five 2.4m x 1.2m x 
.3m portable staging risers, eight par-56 stage lights, two 
Selecon profile stage lights and two lighting trees, a 
veteran but simple and effective PA and microphone kit 

 

 

 

 
Top:  Huon Art Exhibition Group sign  

Top middle: Folk Festival/Arts Council store  

Bottom middle: Huon Valley Society 
Orchestra  

Bottom: Picture rail and permanent hook  
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and black backdrops, hanging banners and sundry other 
venue dressing that are stored in the upstairs shared store-
room and available for community use.  

Suitability for music performance  

The Town Hall is a ‘live’ acoustic space and an ideal venue 
for acoustic music such as the TSO, the Huon Valley 
Concert Band, choirs and other big ensembles. Problems 
with achieving good sound reinforcement arise when a PA 
is introduced into the space. However the resulting 
acoustic ‘messiness’ can be mitigated by hanging heavy 
woollen or velvet curtains across the structural roof-truss 
at the back of the hall, to absorb reverberation. 
Inconspicuous wall mounted acoustic panels were 
installed in the 1990s, around the walls. This helps 
somewhat to dampen the natural reverberation in the 
room, however it is insufficient to fully counteract the very 
live acoustic. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

Although the Hall has limited backstage, no dressing 
rooms and the fittings for theatrical lighting are extremely 
basic, it is possible to stage a theatrical performance.  
 
The Supper Room and Supper Room kitchen can be used 
as dressing rooms. 
 
There is also a small kitchen room at the rear of the stage 
that can be used for dressing. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

Both the Supper Room and the Hall have been used to 
stage art exhibitions, using the hanging system fitted to 
the walls and HAEG screens and plinths. 

Suitability for film screenings 

While the Town Hall was used for many years as a cinema, 
the acoustics  and lack of screen preclude showing films 
currently. Screenings are usually held in the Supper Room. 
 

OH&S and building condition  
Being a hundred year old building there are a suite of non-
compliant aspects, such as the incline and size of the 
narrow flight of stairs to the rear door of the Supper 
Room, the height of the main stairs and the height of the 
fire escape balustrade. Given that any remedy to this could 
compromise the function and heritage values of the 
building, dispensations are applied. 
 
The ceiling in the first floor Arts Store-room needs repair. 
The switchboards and general lighting and power also in 

 

 

 

air.
in 

Top: The old cinema screen frame above the stage  

Middle: Wheelchair access toilet  

Bottom: Fire escape   
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need of overhaul. Both contain asbestos which needs to be 
removed as a priority. 
 
A superficial assessment of the building identifies the fire 
escape balustrade is only 950 high ($5,000). Repairs are 
needed to some guttering ($200), walls and ceilings 
($2,000).  

Parking  

There are two car-parks, one in front of and one behind 
the Town Hall that have a combined capacity for up to 50 
cars. 

Toilet facilities 

Mens Urinals 1 
 Cubicles 1 
 Hand-

basins 
2 

Womens Cubicles 2 
 Hand-

basins 
2 

Disabled 
access 

Cublcles 1 

 Basins 1 
Upstairs Toilet 1 
 Hand-

basins 
1 

Cleaning 

The users of the Town Hall are responsible for cleaning up 
after events, however a cleaner employed by Southern 
Business Services cleans the hall, Supper Room, kitchen 
and the toilets weekly. 

Waste management 

Users are responsible for removing any rubbish and/or 
recycling. Incidental quantities of rubbish are cleared by 
Southern Business Services. 

Disability Access  

There is disabled parking in the main town car-park and 
the new overflow car-park, both 50m away from the 
entrance. 
 
There is wheelchair access to the main hall, and an 
accessible toilet in the foyer. 
 
There is no disabled access to the Hall stage. 
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Refreshment and catering facilities 

There is a kitchenette containing a sink, cupboards, 240v 
power-point and urn in the back of the auditorium.  

Temperature control 

There are 8 veteran electric heaters in the Town Hall. They 
are adequate for heating the venue during winter despite 
the fact that they are old and in need of replacement.  
 
There is no mechanical cooling appliance but opening all 
six windows and two emergency exit doors can be used to 
increase ventilation during hot weather, full houses or 
both. 

Loading dock and access 

There is no loading dock. Hired-in PA and lighting 
equipment is necessarily rolled in the main doors. The side 
doors by the stage have stairs on the exterior and interior 
of the building and are of limited use for bumping in 
equipment. 

Backstage and storage 

There are no purpose built dressing rooms for the Hall. 
There is a small, dressing area with a single toilet on the 
first floor landing but there is no direct access from this to 
either the Town Hall or the stage. 
 
There is a plethora of small lockable rooms, alcoves and 
cupboards and locker spaces that have been taken up by 
user groups for the storage of equipment, enhancing the 
amenity value of the hall. 

Foyer and Front of House  

The Town Hall foyer is basic, unattractive and barely 
adequate. Audience queues form along the outside of the 
building under the overhanging roof that was installed in 
the 1990s. There is a proposal for installation of ‘heritage 
style’ lighting in the foyer. 
 
There is a chest-high timber booth that serves as a box-
office. It can be positioned either in the foyer or in the rear 
of the auditorium 

Staging  

The Town Hall stage is 12m x 6m and slightly raked. It has 
2m wide wing areas. There are also three .4m high timber 
risers stored on the stage.  
 
There is a fibreboard backdrop featuring a much loved, 
hand-painted historic maritime scene. 
 

 

 

 

 
Top:  Town Hall heater and mesh guard  

Top middle: Backdrop from the 1960s  

Bottom middle: Interior of the Hall  

Bottom: Lighting truss   
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There are two sets of treads, stage right and stage left, 
leading to doorways onto the wings. 

Seating  

There are 310 plastic stacking chairs in the building. The 
capacity of the Town Hall is 240.  

Exhibition assets 

The Huon Art Exhibition Group owns 4 folding timber 
screens and a selection of plywood plinths of various 
heights. HAEG also own a hanging system comprised of 
wall mounted aluminium rails with adjustable suspension 
hooks. 

Audio 

 There is no installed PA in the building, and local 
production providers bring in amplification when 
necessary. 
The Folk Festival loans out a 1970s vintage Yamaha 
powered mixer, cables, speakers and microphones that is 
easy to set up and simple to operate. 

AV  

The room that was once the projection box is now the Arts 
Council and Folk Festival store-room. The Arts Council 
own a data projector, sound system and screen but films 
are generally screened in the Supper Room. 

Lighting  

There is an 8 way 240v 10 amp loom from the suspended 
aluminium lighting truss in the Hall that connects to tails 
at stage right. 
 
The Cygnet Folk Festival loans out a rudimentary set of 
par 56 stage lights that are stored in the first floor store-
room. 

Power 

There is a 3-phase socket in the front of the Town Hall 
stage under the stairs at stage left. 
 
There are 8 single 240v 10 amp sockets around the hall 
and two double socket power-points on stage. 
 
An exterior weatherproof 15amp socket in the exterior 
front of the building to provide power to the market stalls 
sited in front of the building which require 240v power – 
such as an espresso coffee machine which draws 15 amps 
has recently been installed.  

 

 

Top:  Tea making facilities in the Hall  

Middle: ‘Siege Tower’ platform ladder  

Bottom: Old piano on stage   
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Water 

The Town Hall is on the Cygnet town water and the sewer. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

The fabric of the building – curtain rails over windows, 
iron wall ties, picture rails and pre-existing hooks make 
dressing the Town Hall relatively easy. 

Setting  

The Town Hall building fronts Mary Street, the main street 
of Cygnet, however the main entrance is into the side of 
the building. Access is via a covered walkway and 
wheelchair access ramp flanked by brick planter boxes. 
The front, rear and both sides of the hall have access for 
emergency vehicles.  

Key contacts for user groups:  

Richard Miller & Jan Findaly – Town Hall Managers – 
Southern Business Services 6295 1708 
Julie Sanders – Cygnet Markets 0488 006 873 
Lucinda Wilson – Mother Goose – 0428 603 299 
Huon Art Exhibition Group – Paul Thomas 0419 839 157 
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Table 5. Improvements identified for the Cygnet Town Hall and Supper Room 

Town Hall manager, Richard Miller, canvassed the user groups about immediate short 
term maintenance and upgrades that are required:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AAs identified by user groups: 

OOpportunity 

The old Council Chambers entrance vestibule is 
currently under-used and could be made available 
to a community group or to Southern Business 
Services. 

PPriorities for maintenance  

Short term: Remedy the rising damp in the Lovett 
Gallery and the leaking water pipe under the stage 
(un-costed) 
 
Short term: Service and repair the eight brass 
window frames (un-costed) 

PPriorities for upgrades 

Short term: Install an exterior power point for 
market stall holders. 3-phase and 240v 15 amp. 
 
Medium term: Make and install draping on rear 
wall (~$1,500).  
 
Medium term: Improve general lighting in the 
main hall and foyer and restore glass pendants. 
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Top:  The Orphanage Ball in the 1930s (note the pendant lights). Picture 
courtesy Cygnet Living History Museum   

Bottom: Weekly Courier 10 September 1947 courtesy Loretta Marchant   



 109 

Cygnet Supper Room 

Mary Street Cygnet 

 

Suitability 

summary

Asset summary 

summary

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 
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Given that the Supper Room is booked and used as a 
completely separate venue to the Town Hall, it is 
considered separately in this report. The Supper Rooms is 
also managed, as part of the Town Hall complex, by 
Southern Business Services Pty Ltd under contract to the 
HVC. 

Past usage 

The Supper Room has been used for its original purpose, 
serving supper at balls, as well as for public meetings, 
AGMs, a wide range of physical fitness classes, exhibitions, 
public lectures, concerts and cabaret style performances, 
dance classes, film screenings and as a venue for the 
Cygnet Folk Festival for over 20 years. 

Current usage 

The Supper Room is used almost daily for groups that 
encompass health and fitness classes, (qigong, tai chi, 
yoga), life drawing, choir rehearsals, meetings and AGMS, 
movie screenings, cabaret style performances, chamber 
music performances and many public and private events. 
The Supper Room has been the focus of the activities of 
the Cygnet Arts Council, which has included scores of 
concerts, cabarets, the Bollywood Film Festival, local film 
making group screenings and private events.  

Shared amenities 

The Arts Council owns mugs and tea/coffee making 
equipment, a data projector and screen, rope light and 
other decorations that are readily available for use by local 
groups.  
 
The Cygnet Folk Festival owns a set of five 2.4m x 1.2m x 
.3m portable staging risers, eight par-56 stage lights, 2 
Selecon profile stage lights and two lighting trees, a 
veteran but simple and effective PA and microphone kit 
and black backdrops, hanging banners and sundry other 
venue dressing that are available for community use.  

Assets 

As a legacy of a dance academy from the 1990s, there is a 
full-length wall wide mirror in the Supper Room that is 
covered by removable wall panels when not in use. 

Suitability for music performance  

The acoustics, aesthetics, size and configuration of the 
Supper Room make it a very fine venue for spoken word, 
classical, folk and vocal concerts.  
 
If a dressing area/green room is required, the kitchen can 
be used. 

 

 

 

Top:  Supper Room interior  

Top middle: Removable covers over the dance 
class rehearsal mirror  

Bottom middle: Performers at the Cygnet 
Folk Festival  

Bottom: Poster for Bollywood film festival   
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Suitability for theatrical performance 

The Supper Room has often been used for small theatrical 
or cabaret style presentations. The Folk Festival staging 
sections (which are stored in the kitchen) are usually 
positioned across the alcove or in the corner of the room, 
The kitchen is used as the dressing room/green room area.  
 
There is a simple but effective square profile metal tube 
truss installed in the ceiling that has an 8-way 240v 
lighting loom connected to tails at the rear of the room. It 
is flexible and useful for lighting a performance. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

The Supper Room is periodically used for exhibitions of art 
and craft. It requires portable exhibition screens and 
plinths to be brought in.  
 
The lighting truss can be used to install directional 
lighting. 

Suitability for film screenings 

While the Town Hall was used for many years as a cinema, 
the acoustics preclude showing films currently. The 
Supper room is equipped with the Arts Council retractable 
screen and the Arts Council also own, and loan out, a data 
projector and sound system on a mobile trolley, purpose-
built to facilitate setting up the room and showing a video.  
 
The drawback in the Supper Room is the hard surface of 
the room creating an acoustic that is difficult for listening 
to a film soundtrack without draping the walls. 

Parking  

There are two large carparks, one in front of and one 
behind the town hall that have capacity for up to 50 cars. 

Toilet facilities 

Downstairs Mens Urinals 1 
 Cubicles 1 
 Hand-

basins 
2 

Womens Cubicles 2 
 Hand-

basins 
2 

Disabled 
access 

Cublcles 1 
Basins 1 

Upstairs Non-gender Toilet 1 
Hand-
basin 

1 

 

 

 

Top:  Cygnet Arts Council and Cygnet Folk 
Festival shared storage 

Middle: Supper in the Supper Room  

Bottom: China in the cupboards in the kitchen   
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Cleaning & Waste management 

A cleaner is employed by Southern Business Services and 
the Supper Room, toilet and kitchen is cleaned weekly. 
Users are responsible for removing any rubbish and/or 
recycling. Small incidental quantities in the bins are 
cleared by Southern Business Services. 

Disability Access  

There is no lift or any disabled access to the Supper Room. 
Community groups are lobbying for the installation of a lift 
to allow mobility-impaired people to attend classes and 
functions in the Supper Room. 

Refreshment and catering facilities 

There is an ad hoc collection of plates, cups, saucers, 
mugs, glasses and cutlery in the Supper Room kitchen. 
Users generally bring in their own dinnerware or 
disposable plates and cups are used. 
 
The kitchen contains two urns and a pie warmer but no 
cooking facilities or refrigerators. A fridge is due to be 
acquired in 2014. 

Temperature control 

There are 2 electric heaters in the Town Hall in the Supper 
Room. They are reaching the end of their useful lives but 
currently they are adequate for heating the venue during 
winter.  
 
There is no mechanical cooling appliance, however the 
Supper Room has a passive system of ventilation, common 
to many contemporary halls, with two close-able vents in 
the ceiling connecting to a ventilator on the roof, and 
operated by a switch in the kitchen. 

Loading dock and access 

There is no loading dock and no lift. PA and lighting 
equipment is necessarily carried up the main staircase or 
the external fire escape. 

Backstage and storage 

There is a small, mirrored area with a single toilet off the 
first floor landing but there is no direct access to the 
performing area in the Supper Room without going down 
one staircase and then up the other to the kitchen. 
 
There is a plethora of small lockable rooms, alcoves and 
cupboards and locker spaces that have been taken up by 
user groups for the storage of equipment, amplifying the 
amenity value of the hall. 

 

 

Top:  Dressing room on the first floor 

Middle: Folk Festival staging sections, folded 
and stored in the kitchen  

Bottom: Steel lighting truss and timber 
projector mount   
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Foyer and Front of House  

There are no box office facilities or foyer for the Supper 
Room, so ticket sales are generally done from a table 
inside the door. The kitchen can be used as an ersatz foyer. 

Staging  

The Folk Festival owns five 2.4m x 1.2m x .3m risers. The 
frames are stored in the kitchen and the decks are in a 
cupboard on the first floor landing. 

Seating  

The Supper Room capacity is 60. There are 60 plastic 
stackable chairs. 

Power 

There are four double 240v 10amp sockets in the Supper 
Room and two in the kitchen. 
 
There is also an 8-way lighting loom from the ceiling truss 
to the box at the rear of the room. 

Audio  

There is no installed PA in the room. 
 
The Cygnet Arts Council hire out a purpose-built sound 
system on a trolley with their data projector. The Folk 
Festival loans or hires out a 1970s model Yamaha powered 
mixer, cables, speakers and microphones that are simple 
to set up and straight forward to operate. 

AV  

The Arts Council owns a data projector and make it 
available to other community groups. The room that was 
once the projection box is now the Arts Council and Folk 
Festival store-room.  

Lighting  

There is a lighting truss and 8-way loom. 
 
There are 8 par-56 lumieres and 2 selecon profile lumieres 
and a selection of coloured gels stored in the first floor 
store-room and available for loan or hire from the Folk 
Festival. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

The fabric of the building – timber window frames, timber 
boxing for structural supports, iron wall ties, picture rails 
and many pre-existing hooks make dressing the Supper 
Room relatively easy. 
 

 

 

Top:  Tails for the 8-way lighting loom 

Bottom: The only remaining pendant light in 
the Supper Room after the HVC replaced the 
other four with fluorescent strip lights in the 

late 1990s.   
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Management and bookins: Southern Business Services 
6295 1708 
 
Key contacts for user groups:  
Julie Alderfox – Cygnet Arts Council 03 6295 0605 
Suzy Manigian – Cygnet Folk Festival 03 6295 0257 
 
 

PPriorities for maintenance as identified by 

uuser groups 

Repair windows, gutter, and flag pole (uncosted) 
 
Replace light-bulbs in marquee festoon ($1,000) This 
requires the hire of an EWP and  turning off the mains 
power to the light pole for safety reasons. 
 
Priorities for upgrades 
Short term: Sand and oil Huon pine bench top in the 
kitchen ($100) 
 
Medium term: Install an external lift to the Supper 
Room (~$100,000) 
 
Long term: Overhaul kitchen facilities while 
maintaining heritage aspects. (uncosted) 
 
Installation of new heating system 
 
Installation of heritage style light fittings 
 
Re-design of the doors covering the mirrors so they are 
easier to remove 
 
Improvement of upstairs toilet 
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Cygnet Scout Hall 

Burtons Reserve, Cygnet 

 
 
 Suitability 

summary

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

       = Particularly suitable

       = Suitable Venue 

       = No formal bar but tables available

       = No market at present

 

Key

     = Not available

       = Available
       

       = Access desirable
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Effectively sited on an island, the Cygnet Scout Hall began 
its life as a shed at the Burton’s Factory site, now Burton’s 
Reserve. The Scout Hall is surrounded by play-ground, 
concrete net-ball courts and the wetland reserve. 
 
The Cygnet Scouts are the hall’s primary users and have a 
contract with the Council to use and manage the hall. 

Past usage 

The shed was part of the Burton’s factory complex on the 
site but has since been used by Cygnet Recyclers as a 
mulch mat factory, and, more recently, by George Cowen 
as a boxing gym. 

Current usage  

The Cygnet Scouts regularly use the hall several times each 
week and it is used occasionally for private parties and as a 
venue at Cygnet Folk Festival. 

Shared amenities 

The storage, main hall and kitchen are all used by the 
Scouts. 

Suitability for music performance  

The Folk Festival hires in staging, lighting, draping and 
dressing and PA to use the space as a venue for the 
festival. It is somewhat  unsuitable as the performance 
area is constrained at the southern end by the toilet 
facilities and at the northern end by the fireplace and the 
kitchen and servery. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

The hall may be suitable for Scout’s in-house concerts but 
it isn’t ideal for a performance of music or theatre that 
would aim to have the general public as an audience. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

The room has limited natural light, the surfaces are 
relatively dark and the walls are already decorated with 
Scouting fixtures making it too visually cluttered for an 
exhibition. 

Suitability for film screenings 

The Scout Hall has been used successfully for screening 
movies.  It is possible to bring in a data projector and 
screen but the configuration of the space, while it may be 
ideal for scout activities, presents some problems for 
screening a film, but these obstacles are not 
insurmountable. 
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Parking  

There is ample parking on the old basketball courts and in 
the playground car park at Burtons Reserve. 

Toilet facilities 

Toilets were installed in 2001 when the hall was upgraded 
for use by the Scouts. 
 
Mens Urinals 1 
 Cubicles 1 
 Hand-

basins 
1 

Womens/disabled 
access 

Cubicles 1 
Hand-
basins 

1 

Cleaning and waste management 

The Scouts are responsible for cleaning and waste 
management. 

Disability Access  

There is disabled access at the side door and disabled toilet 
facilities. The door to the disabled toilet is due to be moved 
but this won’t impact on the accessibility of the toilet. 

Refreshment and catering facilities 

There is a kitchen and servery. All appliances and 
dinnerware are the property of the Scouts. 

Loading dock and access 

There is roll-in access at the side door of the hall, and 
although the rear door has a ramp, the safety fence around 
it is an obstacle for wheeling in equipment or wheelchairs. 

Backstage  

There are store rooms that can be used as ersatz dressing 
room/green room space for performers. 

Foyer and Front of House  

The hall is configured for use by Scouts and not for events 
open to general audiences. 

Staging 

There is no staging. Siting portable staging sections is 
difficult given that there are toilets taking up part of one 
end of the room, and the kitchen and wood fire-box are 
sited in the other end. 

 

Cygnet Scout Hall kitchen 
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Seating 

The capacity of the room is officially 200. There are 100 
chairs available  on site. 

Exhibition assets 

The walls are already taken up with Scout insignia and 
other graphics. 

Power 

There are several 240v 10 amp power outlets. 

Audio 

There is a small PA system suitable for speeches, and 
possibly a music performance by a solo or duo act. The PA 
is the property of the Scouts and a representative of the 
Scouts would need to be present for it to be used by a third 
party. 

Lighting  

There are fluorescent strip lights protected by wire ‘cages’ 
on the cross beams of the timber roof truss. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration 

The timber roof truss can carry draping and other 
decoration 
 

Key contact for user groups 

Peter Bishop 03 6295 0136 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PPriority for upgrades: 

Short term: The Scouts are preparing to upgrade 
the kitchen to commercial standard to allow for 
cooking to be done on the premises for 
fundraisers and sales to the public. 
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Other venues in Cygnet 

 
Cygnet has an embarrassment of riches when it comes to 
halls.  
 
Non-HVC venues include the Carmel Hall, St James 
Church, St Marks Hall, St Marks church, the Huon 
Christian Life Community Church, the Port Cygnet Sailing 
Club and the RSL Club.  
 
St James Catholic College is in the process of replacing the 
Drill Hall with a purpose built gymnasium/multi-purpose 
room suitable for performing arts. 
 
Against expectations, a plethora of venues does not lead to 
lower usage rates in the Council owned Halls. Quite the 
opposite; Cygnet enjoys a reputation as the cultural centre 
of the Huon Valley and it is the township of choice for 
touring performers. 
 
The Cygnet Markets and the Organic and Herb Fair 
periodically use the Town Hall, Supper Room and Carmel 
Hall. The thirty-year success and self-sufficiency of the 
Cygnet Folk Festival is underpinned by its access to seven 
indoor venues. 
 
There is a synergy between the festivals, markets and 
event organisers and the food providers and cafes in 
Cygnet with many people making a day trip from Hobart 
or camping over the weekend to take advantage of both. 
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CONSULTATION LIST 

The author wishes to thank the following people for their time and their generous sharing 
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Julie Alderfox   Cygnet Arts Council 
Loise Bennett   Geeveston Community Centre Management Committee 
Peter Bishop    Cygnet Scouts 
Anne Brittain   Huonville Scouts Hall 
Jenny Direen   Ranelagh Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Biddy Duggan   Pelverata Hall Management Committee 
Steve Gadd    Musician 
Jane Heather    Dover High School 
David Hay    Far South Community Association 
Sam McLoughlin    Huonville Markets 
Robyn Maatson   Upper Huon Community Centre 
Maree Masters   Geeveston Community Centre Management Committee 
Richard Miller   Cygnet Town Hall Manager 
Cheryl Page    Glen Huon Hall 
Warren Partridge   Ranelagh Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Rick Perrin Ranelagh  Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Dave Prentiss   Geeveston Community Centre Management Committee 
Mike Raine    Huon Valley Theatre Company 
Martin Riddle 
Julie Sanders   Cygnet Market 
Paul Sleigh     Lightwood chapter Society for Creative Anachronism 
Ken Stronach   Tahune Air Walk and Geeveston Forest Heritage Centre 
Cathy Temby   Ranelagh Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Jane Theile    Far South Community Centre Management Committee 
Nell Tyson    Mountain River Community Group 
Natalie West    Franklin Market 
Lucinda Wilson   Mother Goose Productions 
Trevor Whittmer   Surges Bay Hall Management Committee 
Noel Woodrow   Franklin Palais Management Committee 
Roz Wright    Far South Community Centre Management Committee 

 
 


