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events

mar 25
DiDDy’s Day Out 
A fundraising event to raise funds 
to support 5 year old Lydia ‘Diddy”  
Ebdon. Cygnet Recreation Ground. 
From 9.30am - 3pm. 
Phone 0438 951 267
 

mar 26
small farms expO  
The 3rd Small Farms Expo - for all you 
need to know about working a small 
farm in the Huon. Animals, equipment 
and advice. Huon Showgrounds, 
Ranelagh. 10am - 3pm. free.

mar 26
pOrtraits in mOtiOn
German artist Volker Gerling using 
cinema, photography and storytelling 
as part of Ten Days on the Island.
Palais Theatre Franklin, 5pm. $38 - 
Concession $28. Ages 12+
  

MAR 30
tasWater ‘rOcky creek’ meeting 
Community briefing for residents of 
Lucaston, Crabtree, Ranelagh and 
Huonville. Huonville Council Chambers, 
6 - 7pm. 

apr 7-9
le WeekenD 
A festival of French history, culture 
and romance. Food, music, art, 
presentations, markets and a Tour de 
Cygnet cycling event.
  
 

VOlunteers Vital fOr Our Valley

provided more than 7 million hours or just under $5 billion dollars in economic value to Tasmania, which leads 
the nation with four out of five people donating their unpaid time to their communities.

Danielle Plesse has been volunteering at the Council’s Southbridge Re-Use Shop for nearly a year.

“I’ve been volunteering close to 12 months. I do 2 days a week – every week. I’ve missed one day in the last 11 
months. I’ve previously worked for the council on the Gold Coast in the Town Planning Department. I spent 
three years renovating the house after I moved down and found myself at a bit of a standstill, so when I was 
approached to volunteer at the Re-Use Shop, I jumped at it.

“I love the laughs, they’re a great bunch of people to work with, I love the interaction with the other staff and 
the customers. The public are from all walks of life and when they choose certain items I think, ‘What are you 
going to do with that?’.”

“I’d never volunteered before because I’ve always worked. Since I moved back to Tassie, I’ve been a carer – 5 
to 6 days a week stuck at home, so this was a great opportunity to get out of the house. The great thing about 
living in Franklin is the sense of community. You get to meet some wonderful people volunteering here. We 
had someone come in over Christmas to buy decorations and small presents for a solo Mum with three kids 
that had just moved in next door. They knew she was doing it tough so decided to give her a hand. That kind 
of thing restores your faith in humanity and is a great part of living in small communities. On the Gold Coast I 
lived in a cul-de-sac and only knew one person.

“We get a little bit of everything at the Re-Use Shop. People clean up or are moving house or there are 
deceased estates, and they bring in wood, furniture, crockery or garden items. We get people coming down 
from Hobart to look around. People actually throw out things that are perfectly fine to reuse and re-sell. I’ve 
retrieved a retro kitchen table that had nothing wrong with it that was sitting on the rubbish pile waiting to 
go into landfill. We sold it in no time. I’ve also pulled 3 bags of kids designer clothes out of the rubbish chute 
that still had labels on, they were perfectly fine, so I dusted them off and took them up to the Op-Shop. We are 
becoming more of a throw-away society.

“The public do need to be aware of why we separate our recycling. We get a lot of people throwing their 
rubbish into the recycling bins. If there is too much contamination (rubbish or green waste in the recycling 
skips) the whole skip gets sent to landfill, and council, meaning the ratepayers have to pay to dispose of it. 
We’ve found vacuum cleaners and lamps in the recycling. It’s really important to separate your rubbish before 
you get rid of it. It’s not hard and makes a big difference to everybody’s costs and the environment. Every 
dollar we make here at the Re-Use Shop saves the community because it goes back into covering council’s 
cost of waste management. 

“I’d urge anyone thinking of volunteering to just do it. It helps build your confidence and you get to meet and 
work with members of your community. I love it, I just love it,” Danielle said.

Take a moment to think about the activities here 
in the Huon Valley that are dependent on 
volunteers. Locals giving up their time so we are 
safer (firefighters and SES), so our kids can take 
part in sport (little athletics and footy coaches, 
organisers or canteen operators), so our 
environment is looked after (Landcare),  or 
providing unpaid work in our second hand stores 
to raise funds to support the vulnerable in our 
communities.

Census data shows that in 2014, volunteers 

2017 VOlunteer serVice aWarDs
Do you know someone who volunteers in our community? Show them your appreciation by 
nominating them for the Council’s 2017 Volunteer service awards. Head to the Council’s home-
page www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au/ and click on the link. There’s a form you can fill out -  once you’ve 
completed it - save it to your computer and then either email it to: hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au or 
post to: Communications Officer, Huon Valley Council, PO Box 210 Huonville TAS 7109.
nominations close 5pm 3 april 2017.



 the next ordinary meeting  
 of CounCil will be held on  
 wednesday 29 marCh at 
 6pm in the CounCil   
 Chambers,  huonville.

  JaZZ in the park
  
 march 26 - 2 - 4pm - FREE EnTRY
 CALVERT PARk jUDBURY
 
 

 the aly rae patmOre triO
 RELAx BY THE HUOn RIVER   
 LISTEnInG TO A WOnDERFUL jAzz  
 TRIO. nO GLASS OR DOGS PLEASE.

 
 

 april 9 - 12noon - 4pm 
 ranelagh showground
 
 an afternoon of fun for people    
 with and without disability.
 the Choir of high hopes is   
 performing at 12.30. 
 brought to you by the huon  
 disability network.

 If you would like help publicising an    
 event contact us at 
 hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au
 
 We’ll help get the word out on social    
 media and on the Council website.

cOuncil thanks VOlunteers

Huon Valley Commissioner Adriana Taylor, Amber Bean, Geoff Bean and Huon Valley Council General Manager Emilio 
Reale at the afternoon tea.

Council recently held a thank you afternoon tea for Amber and Geoff Bean, who are retiring from 
the Council’s Access Advisory Committee. The afternoon tea was held following the recent 
Committee meeting to thank them for their contributions.

Amber and Geoff have been members of the Access Advisory Committee since 2011. They 
oversaw the preparation and then the implementation of Council’s Access Strategy.

Access to services and facilities impacts directly on the quality of everyday life of many people, 
their families and carers. While many individuals take the ability to go about their lives without 
experiencing barriers in the normal environment for granted, the same is not the case for people 
with a disability. 

Amber and Geoff have played a major role in advising council over the Access Strategy and 
helping form responses that directly impact on the lives of local residents. Their community 
dedication has also seen them provide accommodation to a medical student who undertook a 
placement at the Geeveston Medical Centre through the john Flynn Placement program.

The Huon Valley Council would like to thank Mr and Mrs Bean wholeheartedly for their time and 
dedication and wish them well in the future.

getting all yOur DOcs in a rOW
Staff from the Geeveston Medical Centre (GMC) can certainly turn their hands to different tasks. 
From looking after local residents’ health needs at the Centre – to donning their finest scrubs 
and rowing a rowboat up the Huon River at Franklin – as part of the St Ayles Skiff International 
Regatta held recently.

The GMC team took part in the Harcourts Corporate and Community Challenge, with around 20 
teams entering the competition. They picked up two awards – best uniform, which as you can 
see, was thoroughly deserved and The Gong Award for being the fastest slowest skiff on the 
day...so from delivering excellent health care to participating in community events, you can see 
the staff at the Geeveston Medical Centre have all their docs in a row.

L-R Geeveston Medical Centre employees Luella Coulson, 
Angela Retchford, Julie Gordon, Huon Valley Council 
Commissioner Adriana Taylor, Leeanne Scott, Michelle 
Dzalakowski at the St Ayles Skiff  International Regatta.
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Council employee Ian Brown lost his locks for a worthy cause recently 
when he had his head shaved to raise money for a local family.

Ian was shorn to help raise funds for the Bell family of Geeveston as part 
of the Family Fun Day Fundraiser at the kermandie Oval. He raised more 
than $200 from Council staff and more than $600 in total. Well done Ian, 
staff at Council are still debating whether it’s an improvement or not.

gOing BalD fOr a WOrthy cause

le WeekenD - april 7-9
There’ll be a focus on all things French in Cygnet April 7th to 9th as the town celebrates Le Weekend. 
The festival celebrates French culture and history along with the town’s first European visitors.

It promises something for everyone with a Breakfast on the Bay  -  Le Tour de Cygnet – cycling for the 
whole family - An historical lecture by Bob Brown -  Pétanque in the Park   -  A French Cabaret and 
Concert by the group Sequenza  -  A display of vintage French cars   -  A Tall Ships voyage   -  Market stalls 
in Mary Street  -  French films at Pagan Cider    French style art with Art à la Montmartre and the 
re-creation of the French 1792 garden. Visit www.leweekendcygnet.com for details.

small farms expO - march 26
After beginning in 2015, the Huon Small Farms Expo is returning for 2017, with even 
more animals, more machinery and equipment, more entertainment and more 
demonstrations. Visit the Huon Showgrounds at Ranelagh to meet the people who can 
give you the tools and knowledge to dream big on a small farm.

The Huon Small Farms Expo brings together producers, breeders, community groups, 
animal associations, rural finance and real estate, manufacturers and more, all in one 
spot at one time so you can get information and advice straight from the horse’s mouth. 

With product demonstrations, special Expo deals, animal exhibitions, world class 
speakers in the Big Tent and experts at every stall happy to answer your questions, it is a 
one of a kind event and can’t be missed if you live rural or dream of leaving the rat race.

ruBBish Bin reminDer
 
When you put your bin out, please remember collection times are 6am to 5pm. Bins which are not available for collection during this 
time, will not be emptied until the next collection date. 


